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THIS IS FOR MEN 


... Who are interested in the design, engineering and construction of 

petroleum refineries, and chemical plants 




THE 


A $3-miIlion vinyl acetate monomer plant goes up in 
Calvert City, Ky., directly across the world from a 
$50-million petroleum refinery at Bombay, India. A new 
ammonia plant is to go on stream in West Virginia at the 
same time as a complete petroleum refinery in Puerto Rico. 

They all have this in common: design, engineering and 
construction by Lummus; the same blend of scientific 
know-how and technological teamwork that makes ideal 
installations; maximum return on capital investment. 

Over 700 such installations all over the world 
are the Lummus contribution to industrial 
progress. Lummus engineers can show you 
the way to dependable and efficient 
operation on your next plant project. 
We invite you to call or write for detailed 
information on The Lummus Company. 


LUMMUS 


COMPANY 

DESIGNING ENGINEERS AND CONSTRUCTORS FOR THE PETROLEUM AND CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

385 Madison Avenue, New York 17, N. Y. 

Engineering and Sales Offices: New York, Houston, 

Montreal, London, Paris, The Hague, Bombay. Sales 
Offices: Chicago, Caracas. Heat Exchanger Plant: 

HonrsHale, Penna. Fabricated Piping Plant: East 
Chicago, Ind. 
































Phelps Dodge can make 
any Lead Sheath you specify! 

No one type is best for all jobs! 



mPBwmi. phooueis 


40 WALL STREET, NEW YORK 5, N. Y. 


Unusual 138-KV oil-filled cable designed for Commonwealth 
Edison Company of Chicago. One of many Phelps Dodge 
cable designs with a Ilabirloy (arsenical) lead sheath. 


Choosing the right lead sheath is strictly a 
matter of sizing up your specific job. No 
single type of sheath answers all the power 
cable needs of modern electric utilities. 


Phelps Dodge has a wide background of 
practical experience in developing, testing 
and manufacturing lead alloys for power 
cable sheaths. This covers the entire 
range of lead alloys, including copper 
bearing or common lead, Habirloy 
(arsenical) lead or tellurium alloy lead. 


Phelps Dodge makes or can make any 
lead sheath you want. Next time 
you’re looking for a sheath to fit a specific 
application, consult Phelps Dodge. 
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Gas and Chemical 
“scrubbers” for 
Great Lakes Steel 

(DIVISION OF NATIONAL STEEL CORPORATION) 


At Great Lakes Steel Corporation’s Blast Fur¬ 
nace Division, a new by-product coke plant is 
equipped with a total of 25 large examples of 
Graver’s craftsmanship in steel. 

These structures, shop-fabricated at 
Graver’s East Chicago plant and field-erected 
on the site by Graver crews, were built to the 
designs of Wilputte Coke Oven Division, 
Allied Chemical & Dye Corporation. These 
include bins, stacks, gas coolers, tanks for 
chemical feed, storage, and settling—and 
/ scrubbers such as the three 132' towers shown 
at the left. 

This variety of quality fabrication indicates 
Graver’s versatile craftsmanship—demon¬ 
strates Graver’s ability to shop-fabricate and 
field-erect structures for the steel, petroleum 
and chemical industries. For process and 
storage equipment in steels, alloys or clads, 
Graver’s offices across the country are staffed 
with competent engineers ready to serve you. 


GRAVER] ... craftsmen in carbon, 
stainless and alloy steels 


fi RAVER TANK & MES CQiJNC. 

EAST CHICAGO, INDIANA 

CHICAGO • NEW YORK • PHILADELPHIA • EDGE MOOR, DEL. 

CATASAUQUA, PA. • PITTSBURGH • CLEVELAND • DETROIT 
TULSA • SAND SPRINGS, OKLA. • HOUSTON • ODESSA, TEXAS 
CASPER, WYO. • LOS ANGELES • FONTANA, CAL. • SAN FRANCISCO 
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YESTERDAY 


TODAY 


TOMORROW 



One of Combustion Engineering's two plants at Chatta¬ 
nooga, showing artist's renditions of new facilities now 
being built: (A) nuclear building, (B) wharf and (C) site of 
mechanized foundry. Insert view shows plant as it looked 
in 1935 when it occupied property in outlined area. 






• In little more than three years, Combustion En¬ 
gineering has doubled the capacity of this plant, 
one of its five domestic manufacturing divisions. 
And the growth continues, high-lighted by new mul- 
timillion-dollar facilities to increase both production 
capacity and product diversity. 

NEW NUCLEAR FACILITIES 

The new facilities shown above and others in the 
planning stage will enable Combustion to manufac¬ 
ture complete nuclear reactors. Among the new 
facilities will be a 15,000,000-volt betatron for fast 
X-ray inspection of heavy steel castings, forgings, 
plates and welded joints. But this doesn’t mean nu¬ 
clear power is new to Combustion! In fact, C-E has 
been active in the nuclear field since 1946, and, with 
existing facilities, has already built or is now build¬ 
ing such major nuclear power equipment as re¬ 
actor components and boilers for the submarine 
Sea Wolf and the reactor vessel for the first com¬ 
mercial-size nuclear power plant in the country. 
The new wharf being built on the Company’s front¬ 
age on the Tennessee River will make possible water 


transportation of “too-heavy-for-rail” nuclear vessels 
through most inland waterways and to all coastal 
points. It will also be available for low cost shipment 
and receipt of many other items. 

NEW MECHANIZED FOUNDRY 

This will be the first completely mechanized foundry 
for the production of soil pipe and fittings in the 
world. It will make advantageous use of the mech¬ 
anized methods developed by Combustion over 
the past five years. The result will be reduced pro¬ 
duction costs and higher quality in a product which 
has already received wide acceptance under the 
trade name “Superspun.” 

★ * ★ 

A corporate philosophy that emphasizes growth and 
insists on the most modern facilities—like those de¬ 
scribed above—is one of the many reasons why 
boilers and related equipment bearing the Combus¬ 
tion nameplate are found all over the world. Whether 
your steam requirements are large or small, you can 
look to Combustion for equipment of advanced de¬ 
sign, built to the highest manufacturing standards. 


COMBUSTION ENGINEERING 

200 Madison Avenue, New York 16, N. Y. 

I0ILEIS, FUEL BURNING & RELATED EQUIPMENT: PULVERIZERS. *11 SEPARATORS AND FLASH DRYING SYSTEMS. PRESSURE VESSELS: AITOMATIC WATER HEATERS, SOIL PIPE 


& 
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GEARS 

Made to Your 
Specifications 

You and we can form a 
team—you to draw up 
the specifications; we to 
make the gears—that 
will be profitable to 
both of us. Gears of all 
types, all sizes, all ma¬ 
terials. Design-engineer¬ 
ing service available. 

Custom Gears 
Exclusively 

DIEFENDORF GEAR 
CORPORATION 

Syracuse 1, N. Y. 


DIEFENDORF 


GEARS 


MELPAR 

A COMPLETE FACILITY .... 

has unusual advantages to offer 

qualified engineers 

RESEARCH • DEVELOPMENT • 

DESIGN • PRODUCTION 

• Measuring Techniques and Fundamental Investigations of the Be¬ 
havior of Mechanical Systems. 

• Radioactive Tracer Techniques. 

• Instrumentation and Control Devices (servo, pneumatic and electric 
control). 

• Network Theory 

• Data Handling Equipment (magnetic cores, magnetic recording 
equipment, digital computing techniques, analogue to digital conver¬ 
sion shaft digitizers). 

• Flight Simulation (servo-mechanisms, pulse circuitry, electronic ca¬ 
bling). 

• High Frequency Antennas. 

• Audio and Video Circuit Designs. 

• Small Mechanisms Design. 

• Mechanical Packaging of Electronic Components. 

• Design of Reciprocating Compressors, Hot Gas Generators and Diesel 
Engines. 


Please send inquiries for additional 
information to 

DEPT. T.P.101 
MELPAR, INC. 

452 SWANN AVENUE 
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 



412 SWANN AVENUE • ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 

11 Galen Street • Watertown, Mass. 
A SUBSIDIARY OF THE 

WESTINGHOUSE AIR BRAKE COMPANY 


THE TABULAR VIEW 


Acceptance. — In dedication ceremonies at the 
Kresge Auditorium on May 8, President Killian ac¬ 
cepted the new auditorium and chapel on behalf of 
the Institute, and indicated the part these two new 
buildings are expected to play in the Institute’s broad 
educational objective. The Review is pleased to bring 
to its readers this acceptance address (page 401) 
which includes some notes on the educational and 
spiritual objectives M.I.T. seeks to fill through the 
use of these structures. President Killian also intro¬ 
duced Sebastian S. Kresge of the Kresge Foundation, 
whose extemporaneous and informal remarks are 
mentioned (page 385) in The Reyiew’s running ac¬ 
count of the dedication program and Fortnight 
Festival. 

Dedication. — Principal speaker at the dedication 
of the new campus center at M.I.T. on May 8 was 
His Excellency E. N. van Kleffens, currently the 
Netherlands Minister to Portugal. Technological 
studies, Dr. van Kleffens held, can provide the en¬ 
vironment for deepening our sense of spiritual values, 
provided they are intelligently directed. This scholarly 
dedicatory address appears in full on page 403 of 
this issue. Soon after taking his doctor of laws de¬ 
gree at Leyden University in 1918, Dr. van Kleffens 
began his diplomatic career. After two years in the 
Secretariat of the League of Nations, he entered the 
Netherlands foreign office, and, just before the out¬ 
break of World War II, he was appointed foreign 
minister. He is a former ambassador to Washington. 
During the war he wrote Juggernaut Over Holland 
which, throughout 46 secret editions, gave moral 
support to the Dutch people. His connection with 
the United Nations dates from its earliest days, and 
last year he was president of the U. N. General As¬ 
sembly. He is also minister of state — one of the 
highest offices the Netherlands can bestow. In this 
lifetime post, he serves as adviser to the throne. 

Affirmation. — As part of the exercises in which 
the Institute’s new auditorium and chapel were dedi¬ 
cated, the Reverend Theodore P. Ferris gave the 
address of affirmation. Dr. Ferris took occasion to re¬ 
view the relationships between science and morality, 
and pointed out that the more power science places in 
the hands of man, the more he needs a sense of moral 
value to guide him in the use of that power. The 
Review is happy to bring to its readers (page 406) 
the text of this stimulating address. Dr. Ferris re¬ 
ceived the A.B. degree from Harvard University in 
1929, the B.D. degree from General Theological 
Seminary in 1933, and the D.D. degree from Rollins 
College in 1944. He was ordained as deacon in 1933, 
and as priest in 1934. From 1933 to 1937 he was as¬ 
sistant at Grace Church, New York, and between 
1937 and 1942 he was rector of Emmanuel Church 
in Baltimore. He is now rector of Trinity Church in 
Boston, and a special term member of the M.I.T. 
Corporation. 
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1905-1955 


FIFTY YEARS OF COMPLETE ARCHITECTURAL, 
ENGINEERING AND CONSTRUCTION SERVICE 

FOR THE 

CHEMICAL, PETROLEUM AND MANUFACTURING 

INDUSTRIES 


We thank all the clients we have had the privilege 
of serving during the past fifty years. 

In fifty years, 85% of our volume has been repeat 
business from satisfied clients in the United States 
and throughout the world. Here are a few of the 
many representative firms we have served: 


Aluminum Company of Canada, 
Limited 

American Smelting and Refining 
Company 

Anaconda Copper Mining 
Company 

Armour Fertilizer Works 
Bethlehem Steel Company 
Bunge Corporation 
Canadian Industries Limited 
James B. Clow and Sons 

Consolidated Chemical 
Industries, Inc. 

Davison Chemical Company 


Diamond Alkali Company 
Eagle-Picher Company 

E. I. du Pont de Nemours 
& Co., Inc. 

First National Bank of Chicago 
Gulf Oil Corporation 

Gunnar Mines Limited, 
Saskatchewan, Canada 

International Minerals & Chemical 
Corporation 

Marathon Paper Mills of Canada, 
Limited 

Minnesota Mining and 
Manufacturing Co. 


Monsanto Chemical Company 
National Petro-Chemieals 
Corporation 

St. Joseph Lead Company 
Smith-Douglass Co.. Inc. 
Stauffer Chemical Company 
Sullivan Mining Company 
Swift and Company 
Tennessee Corporation 
The New Jersey Zinc Co. 

Virginia-Carolina Chemical 
Corporation 

Western Union Telegraph 
Company 


LEONARD CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 

Engineers and Constructors 

37 SOUTH WABASH AVENUE 
CHICAGO 3, ILLINOIS 


CLIFFORD M. LEONARD, "00. 


JUNE, 1955 
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DC-AC 

CHOPPERS 


For 


60 


Cycle 


Use 


Built 


to 


ng 


commercial 

specifications 

Twenty-two t 


types 


both 


singl 


and 


double pole. 

Long life. 

Low noise level. 
Extreme reliability. 

Write for 
Catalog 370. 


STEVENS 

INCORPORATED 

ARNOLD 

22 ELKINS STREET 
SOUTH BOSTON 27, MASS 



for product, performan 
application info 

SEMI-CONDUCTOR 

TRANSISTORS AND DIODES 

TUBES 

MINIATURE* 
NUCLEONIC 
RECTIFIER 
RUGGED 
SUBMINIATURE* 
TRANSMITTING 
VOLTAGE REFERENCE* 
VOLTAGE REGULATOR* 


* 


Many types available to military 
specifications for Reliable Tubes 



RAYTHEON MANUFACTURING COMPANY 

Receiving Tube Division — Home Office: 

55 Chapel St., Newton 58, Mass. Bigelow 4-7500 
For Application Information Write Or Coll The Home Office Or: 
9501 Grand Avenue, Franklin Park (Chicago), III., TUxedo 9-5400 
589 Fifth Avenue, New York 17, New York, PLaza 9-3900 
622 South La Brea Ave., Los Angelas 36, California, WEbster 8-2851 


Controversy on the Great Conversation 

The publication of George Tichenor’s “Interrupting the 
Great Conversation” in the March, 1955, Review brought 
a welcome windfall of readers’ comments to the editors 
desk. In fact, the response to this article has been the 
means of reminding the editor that the reader audience 
of The Review continues to be an alive and stimulating 
one. Here are some of the comments to be shared.—Ed. 

From J. Terry Smith, ’33: 

The article raised the problem with surpassing skill 
but sloughed off the solution without much application 
of that remarkable phenomenon, the scientific method. 
Such an end result might have been expected from one 
so trained as the author in the “liberal arts.” If the true 
facts were elicited from some of the hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of engineering graduates of the past 20 years, the 
solution of today’s dearth of not-yet-dry-behind-the-ears 
“engineers” would be obvious. 

The country is full of men who received an engineer¬ 
ing education back in the good old days when the term 
humanities had not been invented. However, quite a large 
portion of them have found that the pay scales for their 
talent as engineers are considerably lower than they had 
been led to expect before the 1929 crash in the stock 
market. 

Large-scale industry pays only for what it needs. It 
needs labor — skilled, semiskilled, and unskilled — and 
pays quite well for it. It needs salesmen to dispose of its 
product and pays very well for them. It needs a wide 
market to allow it to increase the quantity of its produc¬ 
tion and hence pays fantastically high prices for adver¬ 
tising. But does it need engineers to design its product 
and the tools to make it? Not altogether as much as one 
would think. Hence the role of engineers in industry is 
the minor one of refining a fine here or making a closer 
tolerance there, or maybe giving the scrap heap a long 
close look to tiy to avoid so much waste and hence reduce 
the cost of the product. No new inventions sprout in such 
an atmosphere. Any respectable junkman can spot waste. 
Any good maintenance man can find weak spots in either 
the product or the tools that make it. Finally, when we 
examine the backgrounds of the men who manage the 
typical large business we find that they are not interested 
in science or engineering, as such, but only to the extent 
that such knowledge may enhance their profit and loss 
sheet. 

Today the government is the largest employer of engi¬ 
neering and scientific skills. The pay is abominably low. 
Small wonder that Junior has no desire to be an engineer 
like Daddy. Junior can make more money as a craftsman 
and he doesn’t have to go to college either. 

True, there are various so-called engineering schools 
which have to teach high school algebra to their fresh¬ 
men so that they can understand the next year’s course 
in high school physics and finally be induced to take a 
course in high school chemistry. These are probably in¬ 
cluded in the total of 20,000 graduates mentioned in the 
article. Unfortunately, very few engineering schools have 
as high standards as M.I.T. As an operator in a big busi¬ 
ness I come in contact with numerous of the breed and 
witness some fantastic concepts which the “engineers” 
try to put over. . . . Thus is the vicious circle completed. 
Poor engineering education leads to poor job with poor 
(Continued on page 380) 
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CLIMAX MOLYBDENUM COMPANY, Dept. U 
500 Fifth Avenue, New York 36, N. Y. 

Please send me the 208-page handbook 
"Alloy Steels Pay Off" 


University- 



MAIL 
THIS TODAY 



If you’re working for an 
engineering degree, here’s the 
handbook you should have 


This fact-packed handbook is a must 
if you are studying engineering. Here, 
with complete engineering data, you’ll 
find how the use of alloy steels adds 
economies, increases service life, offers 
many other advantages.* It contains a 
valuable section on costs that you will 
find most important because it spells out the econo¬ 
mies of alloy steel. Design and metallurgical en¬ 
gineers now in industry have found the 60 case 
histories showing the advantages of alloy steels in¬ 
teresting and instructive. You will find this entire 
book to be an excellent reference for thesis projects 
and a valuable tool after you graduate. Send for 
your free copy. Climax Molybdenum Company, 
500 Fifth Avenue, New York 36, New York. 


* Advantages of ALLOY STEELS 

• longer life • greater pay load 

• lower operating costs • greater safety 

• less maintenance 


S’ 











































































MAIL RETURNS 

(Continued from page 378 ) 


If You Need 


Additional Manufacturing 
Capacity 

CALL IN 

LIQUID'S 

CONTRACT MANUFACTURING DIVISION 


pay in company where the salesmen do the designing and 
the engineers are glorified draftsmen. 

Only way out, both for the engineer and the country is 
to apply the law of supply and demand. This is being 
done, both by the companies who feel keenly the loss of 
good engineering talent and by the men who forsake 
engineering for another line of endeavor. Why the author 
of the article should wring his hands in woe over the fate 
of his precious skin at the hands of the Russian engineers 
is something I cannot fathom. Where was he in 1933, 
when engineers were a dime a dozen and no takers? Is 
all he has to offer a mild form of imitation of the Rus- 


Capacity and manpower avail* 
able on Machine Shop, Sheet Metal and 
Woodworking facilities for industrial or 
defense contracts. 


Write for illustrated booklet "Special Con¬ 
tract Department" which lists and describes 
facilities. 



THi LIQUID CARBONIC CORPORATION 

3104 Sauth Kedziq A»•. • Chicago 33, lllinoit 

Manufacturers of Brewing and Bottling Machinery. Soda Fountains, 
Gas Welding Equipment. CO? Gas, Dry Ice, Oxygen and Medical Gases 


sians’ statism? 

The knowledge we need to beat the Russians is not 
something we learn in school out of books but something 
we should have learned at our Mother’s knee. Worrying 
about how to fight the war of the future will only get you 
ulcers. It is not possible to negotiate a peace when the 
adversaries are thieves and murderers. The only thing 
left to do is to fight the war now, with the weapons at 
our command, on the ground of our own choosing. When 
dealing with honorable men, honor can be used, but when 
the converse is true how can we shrink from the task and 
wail “peace at any price”? 

Aruba, Netherlands Antilles 

From Ai.bert S. Knight, Jr., ’42: 

I was very much impressed by the fact that the coun¬ 
try needs more scientists and engineers. Being a graduate 
engineer from M.I.T., I feel that young people today 



should be encouraged to pursue a technical career. . . . 

The article stressed the fact that the Soviet Union is 
turning out scientists and engineers two or more to our 
one. In face of that, why not use what we have in the 
country now to fill the vacant spots in industry? Survey 
the industries. Maybe there are good engineers now 
working as stock clerks, for example. If so, let’s get them 
into engineering! 

Rochester 10, N. Y. 

(Continued on page 414) 
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Station WCBS, New Rochelle, N.Y. 
Lockwood Greene Engineers, Inc. 


12 contracts in the past 16 years 
for Columbia Broadcasting System 


W. J. BARNEY CORPORATION 

Founded 1917 

101 Park Avenue, New York 

Alfred T. Glassett, ’20, President 


380 


TTTF. TECHNOLOGY review 

















t/\<L 



© ^ iw otdez t°get 



PontgU/'e Op/ JJez& oM you. need. 

ifie wfhde s&>f <4 flow {ftese O© 1 ® 0 * MPB5 

BALL BEARINGS ACTUAL SIZE 

aze sowing jyzoidenis Ut fjie design, 
jxecision. instzuments 




CUT THE CALAMITY AND CUT OUT THE COUPON 


Miniature Precision Bearings, Inc.,12 Precision Park, Keene, N. H. 

YES! Please send me the reprint of the article, MINIATURE BALL BEARINGS 
FOR PRECISION INSTRUMENTS 


title 


company 




street 


city 


MINIATURE PRECISION BEARINGS, 


zone state 

INC., KEENE, N.H. 
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It’s only logical that today’s most functionally beautiful cars 
use today’s most functionally beautiful tires. 

It's just as logical for you to use the new Tubeless Double Eagle, 
too, if you're the kind ofperson uho wants the satisfaction of riding 
on the finest tire that men can make or money can buy. 

You may not really need all the tremendous extras you get in 
the new All-Nylon Cord Tubeless Double Eagle. And it’s very 
unlikely that you’ll ever have to put its incredible strength and 
protection to a full test. 

Of course, you do appreciate the extraordinary puncture and 
blowout protection of Goodyear’s exclusive 3-T Nylon Cord and 
Grip-Seal construction—the dependable traction of its deeper, 
tougher tread and Resist-a-Skid tread design. 

If you are the Double Eagle kind of person, why not see your 
Goodyear dealer now? Goodyear, Akron 16, Ohio. 

MORE PEOPLE RIDE ON GOODYEAR TIRES THAN ON ANY OTHER KIND! 

good/year 

ttewdeCfj&'re... / 

Double Engle. T. M.—The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company, Akron, Ohio 



\(‘W 

All Avion Corel 
« 

Tubeless 
Double' Eagle 
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M.I.T. Photo 

“God also plays upon this string first, when he sets the soul in tune for himself.” 

The Shepherd Boy’s Song — John Bunyan 


With the opening of the Institute’s chapel, interior of which is shown above, opportunity for meditation and worship in 
the manner of their choice is afforded to Technology students and Faculty members. 
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The Trend of Affairs 


Dedicate Kresge Auditorium and Chapel 

robably no event in the current school year at 
M.I.T. is more indicative of, or more in keeping 
with, the trend of affairs than the two-week 
(April 30-May 14) festive events that reached a 
peak on May 8 when the Kresge Auditorium and 
Chapel were dedicated. The 1,200 persons who at¬ 
tended the two-hour dedicatory ceremony heard 
James R. Killian, Jr., ’26, President, accept the two 
splendid structures on behalf of the Institute; re¬ 
flected upon the address of affirmation by the Rev¬ 
erend Theodore P. Ferris, Rector of Trinity Church, 
Boston, representing the M.I.T. Corporation; lis¬ 
tened to a scholarly dedicatory address by His Ex¬ 
cellency E. N. van Kleffens, Minister of State, the 
Netherlands Minister to Portugal; and received in¬ 
spiration from Rabbi Herman Pollack and Father 
Edward J. Nugent, both of whom are among the 
group of spiritual advisers to Technology students. 

In addition, the audience was treated to the pre¬ 
mier performance of “Canticle of Freedom” by Aaron 
Copland, and it heard the M.I.T. Choral Society, 
Glee Club, Symphony Orchestra, and Brass Choir in 
an unusual program of modern music which, never¬ 
theless, had deep roots in past centuries. With the 
exception of the Copland composition, commissioned 
for the occasion by M.I.T., all portions of the dedi¬ 
catory program mentioned above were conducted in 
the traditional manner, according to the program 
given in the box on page 386. 

Sebastian S. Kresge, founder of the Kresge Founda¬ 
tion and principal benefactor of the two buildings 
around which the Institute’s future social, cultural, 
and religious life will center, completely captured 
the audience with his informal and unprepared re¬ 
marks. 

Stressing the need to develop the virtues of inde¬ 
pendence and thrift, coupled with hard, honest toil, 


Mr. Kresge spoke of his ancestors and his early life 
on the family farm in the Pocono Mountains of Penn¬ 
sylvania where members of his family still live. Un¬ 
consciously emphasizing the vast changes which have 
taken place in our moral attitudes, family life, and 
economic philosophy since his birth 88 years ago, 
Mr. Kresge recalled that, at the age of 19, he taught 
a country school for a wage of $22 per month. He 
emphasized the magnitude of his salary by stating: 
“I mean $22 per month, not $22 per week, $22 per 
day, or $22 per hour.” The money he earned went to 
his parents until he was 21 years of age. For the next 
decade, Mr. Kresge was employed as a salesman, but 
the urge to grow and to develop, along with the 
youthful United States, was strong, and in 1897 he 
took over half interest in a store in Memphis, Tenn. 
Smiling, as he leaned over the lectern in the new 
auditorium he had given to Technology, Mr. Kresge 
said: 

“I’m going into this foolish talk to show you how 
someone can get along if we just economize and 
work — and do a lot of other things too, of course. I 
worked; I didn’t work only eight hours, but some¬ 
times 18 hours a day.” 

Suddenly he stopped talking about his youth and 
became occupied with the event that was the occa¬ 
sion for his visit to the Technology campus. He re¬ 
ported that he had not seen the buildings named 
after him until the very day of the dedication. In 
midmoming on Sunday, May 8, Mr. Kresge was con¬ 
ducted through the new buildings and had his first 
opportunity to meet members of the Institute’s Fac¬ 
ulty and Administration. A few hours later, as he 
spoke at the dedication, he was able to report that 
M.I.T. “officials look like good citizens. I wish them 
success in making better citizens for our nation and 
the world through these two buildings of my little 
instrumentality.” 
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Sebastian S. Kresge delivers to President Killian a charter symbolizing presentation to the Institute of the new auditorium and 
chapel. The scroll, which Mr. Kresge holds, gives embodiment to the Institute’s responsibility “to maintain an atmosphere of re¬ 
ligious freedom wherein students may deepen their understanding of their oum spiritual heritage, freely pursue their own re¬ 
ligious interests, and worship God in their own way." 



Exercises of Dedication 

Fanfare 


by Dietrich Buxtehude, 1629 

Processional 


by Johann Pezel, 1681 

The M.I.T. Brass Choir, 

John Corley, Director 

Invocation 


Rabbi Herman Pollack 

Adviser to the Hillel Foundation at M.I.T. 

Overture 


“Canticle of Freedom” by Aaron Copland, 
for orchestra and mixed chorus. 

Text from The Brus, by John Barbour, 1375. 
This is the first performance of the work, 
which was commissioned for this occasion. 
The M.I.T. Symphony Orchestra, Glee Club, 
and Choral Society, 

Professor Klaus Liepmann, Director. 

Presentation of 

the 

Sebastian S. Kresge 

Auditorium 

Chapel 

and 

The Kresge Foundation 

Acceptance 


Dr. James R. Killian, Jr., President, 

The Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

Affirmation 


The Reverend Theodore P. Ferris, Rector of 
Trinity Church, Boston, representing the Cor¬ 
poration of M.I.T. 

Hymn 


“Now Let Every Tongue Adore Thee” 

The audience with the Chorus, the Brass 
Choir, and the Orchestra. 

Dedicatory Address 

His Excellency Dr. E. N. van Kleffens, 

Minister of State, The Netherlands Minister to 
Portugal, President of the Ninth Session of 
the General Assembly of the United Nations. 

Cantata No. 50 


by Johann Sebastian Bach, “Now Shall the 
grace ..." 

The M.I.T. Choral Society, Glee Club, and 
Symphony Orchestra 

Benediction 


Father Edward J. Nugent 

Chaplain to the Technology Catholic Club 

Fanfare 


by Ernst Levy, 1947 

Recessional 


by Earl Zindars, 1952 

The M.I.T. Brass Choir 


Thus, in simple, sincere words did Mr. Kresge 
strike the keynote of the dedication. His remarks 
were extemporaneous in the sense that he did not 
employ a prepared address or speak from notes. But 
no one could miss the fact that his simple direct 
remarks reflected almost nine decades of prepara¬ 
tion through a life in which moral strength had been 
constantly enriched, not alone by early training, but 
by righteous living. All who heard him subcon¬ 
sciously recognized that Mr. Kresge had learned well 
his lessons to fear God, to help his fellow man, to 
work hard, and to save a portion of the products of 
his toil. These are the fundamental virtues to which 
the new buildings are dedicated, and a more effec¬ 
tive expression of this aim could hardly have been 
made. Mr. Kresge’s comments carried the force of 
conviction through directness and simplicity; he was 
not acting, but in Thespian parlance, “he brought 
down the house.” 

As if to recognize and emphasize the new era 
ushered in by dedication of the new buildings, the 
New England weather cleared up at noon on Sun¬ 
day, May 8, after a fortnight of almost unbroken 
rainy weather. The transition could be regarded as 
symbolic that a long period of activity and prepara¬ 
tion were about to initiate Technology’s new ven¬ 
ture into those phases of life in which the integral 
sign, slide rule, and test tube play a role completely 
subordinate to the lyre, the scroll, and the altar. 

For considerably more than a year, the Institute’s 
West Campus has been the scene of intense activity 
as ground was broken, forms were erected, steel re¬ 
inforcement was set in place, and concrete was 
poured for what are — by all odds — the most un¬ 
usual buildings to be erected on a new plaza and 
cultural center at M.I.T. The new structures are suf¬ 
ficiently different from anything that has thus far 
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been built on American college campuses as to elicit 
the editorial comment in Architectural Record that: 
“American architecture and building are not likely 
to be quite the same after M.I.T.’s new center is 
finished.” Whether this prophecy will prove to be 
true or not, certainly the Record’s comment is indica¬ 
tive of the kind of interest aroused in the architec¬ 
tural profession by the new auditorium and chapel 
designed by Eero Saarinen and Associates. 

Many new and unusual features are incorporated 
in the two new buildings whose conception itself 
brings new meaning to the architect’s phrase that 
“form follows function.” Pertinent thoughts under¬ 
lying the architectural philosophy which guided the 
design of the auditorium and the chapel are stated 
for The Review in the following words from Eero 
Saarinen: 

Now that the auditorium and chapel have been dedi¬ 
cated, it seems interesting to look back at the concepts 
which lay behind their design. 

First, the auditorium. I have been asked why the audi¬ 
torium did not have the so-called “perfect acoustical 
shape” which I had used in auditoriums before. Acoustics 
seem to me — and I think our acoustical engineers. Bolt, 
Beranek and Newman, would agree — a modifying factor. 
It is a most important modifying factor, but not a science 
with the authority to impose a basic shape on an audi¬ 
torium. The structure, involving the spanning of a great 
space, has more authority in terms of design and the de¬ 
termination of a basic form. Moreover, a basic form can 


be expressive of a larger purpose than the mechanical one 
and may also be a form that has a meaningful relation to 
its site and its neighbors. 

A dome seemed right for the M.I.T. auditorium for 
many reasons: (1) That shape is a recurrent motif of the 
existing M.I.T. campus; (2) It gives expression to the idea 
of sheltering a large space — a single room — in which 
many people can congregate; (3) It provides a pleasant 
interior space for an auditorium where the audience and 
the stage can be in intimate relation to each other (which 
was especially important at M.I.T.); (4) The strongest, 
most economical way of covering an area with concrete is 
with a dome and a dome of thin-shell concrete seemed 
right for a university interested in progressive technology; 
(5) It was possible to confine the acoustical “floating 
clouds” only' to certain areas, so that the sweep of the 
dome could be comprehended and enjoyed from the in¬ 
terior as well as the exterior. 

As there are many ways of doing equally workable 
things, we made dozens of models. The three-pointed 
dome, allowing a fan-shaped plan, seemed right in terms 
of the auditorium requirements. A low dome, coming 
down to three points on the ground and set, with the 
chapel, in its own plaza, seemed to be in an appropriate 
relationship to the multi-story, squarish blocks and high 
domes around it. 

Then, the chapel. There were also a variety of reasons 
to support the concept of a windowless cylinder for the 
chapel. This shape implied the self-contained, inward¬ 
feeling which was desirable for a chapel of this kind. The 
undulating walls on the interior were not only necessary 
for acoustical reasons but would also emphasize the en¬ 
closed feeling and add enrichment. The atmosphere of 
spiritual unworldliness would also be conveyed by the 



Portions of the academic 
procession when the 
Kresge Auditorium and 
Chapel were dedicated 
on May 8. 


Representatives of the 
M.I.T. student body 
(right) took part in the 
dedication ceremonies, 
along with members of 
the Faculty, the M.I.T. 
Corporation, and hon¬ 
ored guests (above). 
Both groups are shown 
entering the foyer of 
the auditorium on their 
way to the main hall. 
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Fortnight Festival Program 

Saturday, April 30 

8:30 p.m. in the Auditorium 

Concert: Mount Holyoke College Glee Club, 
Professor Ruth Douglass, Director; M.l.T. 
Glee Club and M.l.T. Symphony Orchestra, 
Professor Klaus Liepmann, Director. 

Monday, May 2 

8:30 p.m. in the Auditorium 

Concert: Haydn’s "Creation,” M.l.T. Choral 
Society and members of the Boston Symphony 
Orchestra with Helen Boatwright, Donald 
• Sullivan, and Paul Matthen, Soloists; directed 

by Professor Klatts Liepmann. 

Tuesday, May 3 

8:30 p.m. in the Little Theater 

Dramashop: "The King and the Duke,” 
Francis Fergusson’s adaptation of Mark 
Twain’s Huckleberry Finn, directed by 
Professor Joseph D. Everingham. Incidental 
music conducted by the composer. Pro¬ 
fessor Gregory Tucker. Choreography by 
Nora White Shattuck. 

Wednesday, May 4 

5:00 p.m. in the Little Theater 

Discussion: Representatives of Harvard 

Debating Society and M.l.T. Debating 
Society: "The Technical and the Liberal 
Arts Education.” 

8:30 p.m. in the Little Theater 

Dramashop: “The King and the Duke.” 

Thursday, May 5 

8:30 p.m. in the Little Theater 

Dramashop: “The King and the Duke.” 

Friday, May 6 

8:30 p.m. in the Little Theater 

Dramashop: “The King and the Duke.” 

Sunday, May 8 

3:30 p.m. in the Auditorium 

Exercises of Dedication of The Kresge 
Auditorium and The M.l.T. Chapel. 

Monday, May 9 

8:30 p.m. in the Auditorium 

Exhibition of swordplay by Joseph L. Levis 
'26, former United States Olympic Foils 
Captain and the present United States 
National Foils Champion; Silvio Vitale, Fenc¬ 
ing Master; Edward Somody, Varsity Cap¬ 
tain: Harold Miller and other members 
of the M.l.T. Fencing Group; and guests. 

Tuesday, May 10 

8:30 p.m. in the Little Theater 

The Staff Players: “The Skin of Our Teeth,” 
by Thornton Wilder, directed by Dr. Preston 
K. Munter. 

Wednesday, May 11 

8:30 p.m. in the Auditorium 

Open meeting of the American Academy 
of Arts and Sciences: Lionel Trilling, 
Professor of English, Columbia University. 
“Sigmund Freud and the Crisis in our 
Culture.” 

8:30 p.m. in the Little Theater 

The Staff Players: “The Skin of Our Teeth.” 

Thursday, May 12 

8:30 p.m. in the Little Theater 

The Staff Players: “The Skin of Our Teeth.” 

Friday, May 13 

8:30 p.m. in the Auditorium 

Concert: The M.l.T. Concert Band, John 
Corley, Director. 

8:30 p.m. in the Little Theater 

The Staff Players: “The Skin of Our Teeth.” 

Saturday, May 14 

8:30 p.m. in the Little Theater 

The Staff Players: “The S kin of Our Teeth.” 


light: by setting the chapel on arches, formed where the 
inner and outer walls meet, and placing these in a water- 
filled moat we could get a soft, mysterious secondary hght 
which would be a foil to the hght coming from directly 
above the altar. A bell-tower seemed the appropriate 
crown to such a building and we look forward to seeing 
this element installed this summer. 

In thinking of the two buildings in relation to each 
other, we felt these two shapes were good together, in 
that they were at once both in opposition and in harmony. 
The dark brick of the chapel, in turn, is in contrast with 
the auditorium but blends with the surrounding buildings. 
We tried to plan the auditorium and the chapel so that 
they would have a good relationship to each other in the 
plaza, but also so that the relationship would work were 
the projected Student Union building to be built to com¬ 
plete the square. 

At the completion of any job, the client and the archi¬ 
tect have lived long enough together so that the client has 
pretty definite ideas about the architect. So does the 
architect about the client. Both Bruce Adams, who was in 
charge of the work, and I can think of no better client for 
this job which was a wonderful and interesting challenge. 

The Review is happy to be able to present a de¬ 
scription of the new buildings and plaza center (page 
391) which has been reviewed, in manuscript form, 
by representatives of those who had most to do with 
the design and construction of the auditorium and 
chapel. 

Fortnight Festival 

As the new Kresge Auditorium and Chapel neared 
completion, a great surge of activity was planned to 
coincide with the dedication ceremonies. In fact, a 
Fortnight Festival of music, drama, lectures, sym¬ 
posia, swordplay, and other events were staged in 
the auditorium in a pageant intended to emphasize 
the role of the new structures in the academic life of 
M.l.T. students and Faculty members. The program 
of events, which began on April 30 and continued 
through May 14, is given in the opposite column. 

In announcing the Fortnight Festival, John E. 
Burchard, ’23, Dean of the School of Humanities and 
Social Studies, and chairman of the Festival Com¬ 
mittee, said: 

“It is appropriate that part of our dedicatory exer¬ 
cises for the new auditorium and chapel sound a note 
of joy for the new opportunities the versatile Kresge 
Auditorium offers to our many and varied activities 
in music and the theater. It is appropriate also that 
this joy should be expressed in the spring, and that it 
should be marked by a Fortnight Festival in which 
many of our student groups will be able to demon¬ 
strate the quality of their activities in a new and 
compatible environment.” 

The excellent acoustic properties of the auditorium 
were put to their first public test on the evening of 
April 30 when the Mount Holyoke College Glee 
Club joined the M.l.T. Symphony Orchestra and the 
Glee Club in offering a concert that was well at¬ 
tended by the student body. The musical event was 
under the direction of Professor Ruth Douglass, Di¬ 
rector of the Mount Holyoke Glee Club, and Pro¬ 
fessor Klaus Liepmann, M.l.T. Director of Music. 
Two days later, on May 2, Haydn’s “Creation” was 
given in the auditorium by the M.l.T. Choral Society 
and members of the Boston Symphony Orchestra. 
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Soloists were Helen Boatwright, Donald Sullivan, 
and Patd Matthen. Miss Boatwright has been soloist 
with both the Collegium Musicum and the Society 
for Early Music in Cambridge, and has participated 
in Bach celebrations in various parts of the country. 
Donald Sullivan is tenor soloist at Temple Israel in 
Boston and in Union Church in Waban. He has had 
concert and operatic appearances in Boston, New 
York, Philadelphia, and Washington. Paul Matthen 
is a foremost interpreter of German lieder, and has 
been soloist with the Boston, Philadelphia, and Bal¬ 
timore symphonies as well as with the Robert Shaw 
Chorale, the Dessoff Choirs, and the Cantata Singers. 

Francis Fergusson’s play, “The King and the 
Duke,” was given in the Little Theater, on the lower 
level of the auditorium, for four evenings, beginning 
on May 3. The experimental play, which is based on 
Mark Twain’s classic “Huckleberry Finn,” was per¬ 
formed by the M.I.T. Dramashop. Thornton Wilder’s 
Pulitzer Prize play, “The Skin of Our Teeth,” was 
given by the M.I.T. Staff Players, May 10-14. 

Representatives of the Harvard Debating Society 
and the M.I.T. Debating Society discussed “The 
Technical and the Liberal Arts Education” in the 
Little Theater on May 4. 

Champion swordsmen participated on May 9 in an 
exhibition of swordplay that included bouts, demon¬ 
strations, and novelty contests. Theatrical dueling 
scenes from Cyrano de Bergerac were presented in 
modern dress by members of the M.I.T. Fencing 
Team. M.I.T. students also participated in a tallyho 
contest, with the participants fencing on roller skates 
while carrying balloon targets. 


Joseph L. Levis, ’26, former Olympic foils captain 
and current United States national foils champion, 
Silvio Vitale, M.I.T. fencing master and former Ital¬ 
ian intercollegate champion, and Ray Chambers, cur¬ 
rent Midwest three-weapon champion, who served as 
master of ceremonies, took leading roles in this un¬ 
usual event in the main auditorium. 

Lionel Trilling, Professor of English at Columbia 
University, and one of America’s leading cultural 
historians, spoke at a joint meeting of the American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences and students of M.I.T. 
on May II. His topic was “Sigmund Freud and the 
Crisis in Our Culture.” 

In his address Professor Trilling declared that the 
defenselessness of the average American against the 
demands of American culture is becoming a “cause 
for alarm. We must recognize how open and avail¬ 
able to the general culture the individual has be¬ 
come ...” said Professor Trilling . . . “how unified 
and demanding the culture has become. . . . We 
really cannot imagine what it means to take an in¬ 
tellectual chance, or to make an intellectual mistake, 
or to have a real intellectual difference.” 

Speaking of current theories of education, Profes¬ 
sor Trilling said: 

“We come more and more to believe that the 
elaborate ideology of ‘integration with the group,’ of 
‘cooperation,’ of ‘whole development,’ of ‘social stud¬ 
ies and communication arts’ is in effect the highly 
intellectualized rationalization of some deep anti- 
intellectualism. . . . 

“We know that the intention of this pedagogy is 
to foster equality and democracy and good will, but 


Kresge Auditorium (background) and the Chapel, showing moat and arches. 
















vve begin to perceive that it is hostile to distinction, 
and to mind, and to accuracy of thought, and at a 
moment in our history when distinction, and mind, 
and accuracy of thought were never more needed.” 

On May 13 the M.I.T. Concert Band, which spe¬ 
cializes in original band music, concluded the musi¬ 
cal program of the festival under the direction of 
John Corley. A feature of the program was the 
premier performance of “Suite for Band” by Ernst 
Levy, Visiting Professor of Music at M.I.T. Paul 
Hindemith’s “Symphony for Band” was also played 
for the first time in Boston. While the 70-piece band 
played on the main stage, the M.I.T. Staff Players 
gave a performance of “The Skin of Our Teeth” in 
the Little Theater, directly below. 

The double performance provided a good test of 
the acoustic isolation of the two halls. In the Kresge 
Auditorium, the main stage is floated on a spongy 
cushion of fiber glass and the ceiling is suspended 
from the dome by rubber mounts. Other features 
which help achieve acoustic isolation and determine 
the acoustic properties of the auditorium are dis¬ 
cussed on page 397. 

The first religious service in the new cylindrical 
chapel was held on the afternoon of May 13 under 
the auspices of the United Christian Council, made 
up of representatives from Protestant and Orthodox 
groups in the M.I.T. community. Regular services of 
worship are planned for next fall by the United 
Christian Council, as well as Roman Catholic and 
Jewish groups on the M.I.T. campus. 

The events for the Fortnight Festival provided 
ample opportunity for all to enjoy the facilities which 


the new auditorium, and the Little Theater, on the 
lower level, now make available to “the Tech fam¬ 
ily,” for not all of the Institute’s community of some 
12,000 persons could hope to take part in the dedi¬ 
cation ceremonies where seats for but 1,200 were 
available. 

Dedication Ceremony 

Promptly at 3:30 on May 8, as the M.I.T. Brass 
Choir struck up the processional march, several hun¬ 
dred members of the Institute’s student body filed 
through the side aisles and into their seats in the 
center of the auditorium. They were followed by rep¬ 
resentatives of the Institute’s Faculty from each De¬ 
partment, members of the M.I.T. Corporation, and 
honored guests. At 94 and 88 years of age, respec¬ 
tively, Godfrey L. Cabot, ’81, and Sebastian S. 
Kresge were the oldest of the honored guests, and 
had places well in the lead of the procession. Other 
honored guests included: Howard C. Baldwin, Mar¬ 
shall B. Dalton, T5, Dr. Ferris, Amqs F. Gregory, the 
Reverend Robert C. Holtzapple, President Killian, 
Stanley S. Kresge, the Very Reverend Monsignor 
Francis J. Lally, Eero Saarinen, Dr. Van Kleffens, 
and Rabbi Maurice L. Zigmond. The Faculty Mar¬ 
shals were Professors John T. Rule, ’21, and Maurice 
E. Shank, ’49. John S. Saloma, 3d, ’56, and Alexander 
L. Pugh, 3d, graduate student, were Student Mar¬ 
shals. 

After the procession, the invocation was given by 
Rabbi Herman Pollack, adviser to the Hillel Founda¬ 
tion at M.I.T. 

(Continued on page 426 ) 


Interior of Kresge Auditorium, as seen from the choir loft. 
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M.I.T. Photos 

The concrete shell of the new auditorium now adds a third element to carry out the dome motif at the Institute. 


Structures — Spherical and Cylindrical 

Auditorium and Chapel of Unusual Architecture 
Expand M.I.T.'s Cultural and Religious Program 

By THE TECHNOLOGY REVIEW STAFF 


I n the olden days, “When M.I.T. Was ‘Boston 
Tech,’” the Institute was known almost ex¬ 
clusively as an outstanding engineering school. 
Its students were engrossed so completely in tech¬ 
nical studies of such intensity as to warrant the state¬ 
ment: M.I.T. is a place for men to work, not for 
boys to play. Although not always so recognized — 
even by Technology Alumni — the present M.I.T. is 
vastly different from what it was a quarter of a cen¬ 
tury ago, or even a decade past. Today, M.I.T. places 
substantial emphasis on the “humanities” and sci¬ 
ence, as well as upon engineering. In the words of 
President Killian, “It is a university polarized around 
science” and aims to “educate the whole man.” This 
newer philosophy is reflected in the Institute’s ever- 
changing campus which now has facilities for 
housing any and all students who prefer to live in 
dormitories or fraternities in close proximity to the 
Institute. 

The changing emphasis in M.I.T. education is re¬ 
flected in the changing growth of its campus. As al¬ 
ready reported in The Review on several occasions, 
the present tendency is to devote the space east of 
Massachusetts Avenue to academic buildings and 
laboratories. In the Institute’s long-range planning, 
the area west of Massachusetts Avenue has been set 
aside for buildings devoted primarily to housing and 
recreational activities. 

Great plans are ahead for M.I.T. construction in 
the future. Although at present some of these plans 
are simply ideals to be worked for, they do, never¬ 
theless, represent a definite aim which guides pres¬ 
ent construction activities. 

Long considered, for example is a plan for de¬ 
pressing Massachusetts Avenue so that traffic will 


flow in an underpass about 15 feet below the present 
street level. When these plans come into effect, a 
broad sweep of grass plot will extend from the pres¬ 
ent Rogers Building, across Massachusetts Avenue 
and westward to a plaza area where, even now, 
startling changes are taking place. Plans for develop¬ 
ing the plaza concept call for the ultimate removal 
of Bexley Hall, and the Technology Store of the 
Harvard Co-operative Society. Likewise, they call 
for razing the present “Tech Block” and for erecting 
in its place, a group of stores in a modern multi¬ 
story Student Center and Alumni Building. The Ad¬ 
ministration has made no commitments on these 
changes as yet; at present they are plans for the 
future which are receiving favorable consideration. 

But already the plaza area boasts of two important 
and significant new structures which were dedicated 
on Sunday, May 8, during a Fortnight Festival of 
pageantry of cultural and social events from April 
30 to May 14. On the eventful day of May 8, the 
Kresge Auditorium and the Chapel were dedicated 
to official Institute use. This outstanding event en¬ 
abled the Institute to embark on a program in which 
the religious life of its students will be significantly 
strengthened. Such an aim is in harmony with the 
present concept of “educating the whole man” and 
strengthens the efforts of making M.I.T. a “univer¬ 
sity polarized around science.” 

The Plaza 

As one leaves the Rogers Building and faces west, 
he sees — interrupted only by traffic on Massachu¬ 
setts Avenue — the broad plaza straight ahead on 
which the new Kresge Auditorium and Chapel are 
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View of the plaza, as seen from Massachusetts Avenue, with elevated terrace. This photograph was made as the last con¬ 
struction work was being done on the chapel (left) and the auditorium. 


now located. Slightly toward the left is the audi¬ 
torium, with its light spherical dome harmoniously 
complementing in the recreational area the two 
domes — atop Building 10 and the Rogers Building — 
which have long characterized the Institute’s aca¬ 
demic buildings. To the left of the Kresge Audi¬ 
torium, and somewhat closer to the main Institute 
buildings, is the cylindrical-shaped Kresge Chapel. 

The broad plaza is about three feet above street 
level, and is reached by a wide walk which leads 
from M.I.T. up five or six steps to plaza level. Wide 
stairs also permit one to reach the plaza level from 
open space off of Memorial Drive, near the Graduate 
House. The area immediately surrounding the audi- 


Model of auditorium and chapel gives a better idea of these 
buildings, and the plaza, than can be obtained from photo¬ 
graphs made at ground level. 



torium is seeded with grass, and is free from obstruc¬ 
tions of any kind. The area adjacent to the chapel, 
on the other hand, is planted with London plane 
trees (similar to sycamores), between which shoots 
of myrtle already show their violet flowers. At pres¬ 
ent the trees are diminutive, but in years to come 
they will provide a quiet shaded area in which the 
chapel may stand in tranquil seclusion, accessible to, 
but separated from, and in marked contrast to the 
busy bustle of academic activity on the east side of 
Massachusetts Avenue. 

Auditorium Dome 

At first glance, the new Kresge Auditorium pre¬ 
sents the appearance of a huge white billowing sail 
of concrete. The dome-shaped structure, which is 
actually one-eighth of a concrete sphere, is supported 
at three points of an equilateral triangle by deeply 
sunk abutments of steel and concrete. At each of 
these three comers, the dome tapers into an 8 inch X 
8 inch steel pintle which rests on a steel bearing con¬ 
structed so that the dome can move relative to the 
ground as it expands and contracts with changes in 
temperature. As shown in the section view on page 
393, the dome rises to a total height of about 50 feet 
above ground at its apogee: the three points at 
which the shell rests on the ground are not struc¬ 
turally joined together. Structurally the shell floats 
free of the rest of the auditorium which is built up 
from the ground. 

If the general appearance of the auditorium is 
that of a portion of a sphere raised above ground, 
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The new M.I.T. auditorium shown in section view (above). The large assembly hall, at ground level, has seats for 1,200 spec¬ 
tators. When the orchestra pit is raised to level of the podium, about 250 musicians can be accommodated on the stage. In 
addition, the Little Theater, at the lower level, has seats for 200 persons. These new “meetinghouse” facilities are ade¬ 
quate to accommodate all groups likely to meet at M.I.T. except those in conjunction with commencement day exercises, 

which, in recent years, have been held in the adjacent Rockwell Cage. 


Plan view of the auditorium (below) shows two levels, divided by the axis of symmetry. The floor plan (lower half) shows the 
seating arrangement with four aisles in forward and five aisles in rear section. The reflected ceiling plan (upper half) 
shows the distribution of “cloud” panels which are hung from the spherical dome. Although primarily installed as part of 
the acoustic design, the clouds also conceal lighting and ventilating equipment. 
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Foyer of the auditorium 
looking south, toward 
Memorial Drive. Near one 
resting point of the 
dome is an information 
desk and ticket booth. 
Door to the right leads 
to the seating area. 
Foyer light is obtained 
from direct lights in 
the circular area (above) 
which forms the floor 
of the rear section of 
seats and portion of the 
projection booth. 


the plan view is trefoil, or an equilateral triangle 
with outwardly curved sides, as shown in the illus¬ 
tration on page 393. The glass walls, extending the 
full length between supporting points at the abut¬ 
ments, are cylindrically shaped in plan, and circu¬ 
larly arched from ground view. Day or night, the 
auditorium presents a striking appearance from in¬ 
side or outside the building. This concept of spherical 
shell with trefoil plan is especially suitable for the 
construction of the auditorium since it makes the 
seating and stage a complete and well-integrated 
unit which most effectively uses available space. 

The structural concrete dome is 3& inches thick 
except at the corners which increase to 18 inches. 
The three abutments are about 160 feet apart. The 
dome or concrete shell weighs about 1,500 tons and, 
in its proportions, is thinner than an egg shell. 

The exterior walls are composed of vertical panels 
of glass supported by steel-reinforcing members. The 


Glass walls fill the space between ground level and the spheri¬ 
cal concrete dome. 



tops of the interior walls rest 4 to 6 inches below 
the concrete dome. The intervening space is filled by 
rubber gaskets to allow for movement as much as l'z 
inches. As a result, contractions and expansions of 
the dome are not communicated to the walls, and the 
dome can “breathe” without affecting the inner 
structure which is built up from the ground. Steel 
window frames have been joined to the dome by 
slotted steel angles to permit slight movement for ex¬ 
pansion and contraction. 

The construction of the concrete shell represents 
a new and interesting development in architecture. 
The crown of the dome was formed by building an 
inner structure of concentric wooden rings, supported 
by lightweight metal scaffolding. One- by six-inch 
planking was then bent over sleepers to complete 
the formwork. The steel reinforcing was placed 
above this. At the comers where the concrete is 
thicker and where the slope of the dome is acute, 
additional forms were placed above the reinforcing. 
The concrete was poured in three operations at sepa¬ 
rate times, beginning at the three abutments and 
working up toward the peak of the dome. An 18-inch 
upturned edge stiffens the shell and directs rain 
water to drains at the three abutments. Affixed to the 
upturned edge are a group of equally spaced ex¬ 
terior lights whose black housing has the form of 
truncated cones. 

The concrete shell is covered by a felt membrane, 
two inches of glass wool, an asphaltic fabric, two 
inches of cinder concrete, and an acrylic plastic 
mixed with Fiberglas, beach sand, and other mate¬ 
rials; it has a total thickness of 8 inches. This outer 
covering will serve to insulate the interior from cold 
and heat, and provide effective sound insulation 
from outside noises. 

As one leaves the circular red brick terrace sur¬ 
rounding it, and enters the curved corridor or lobby 
of the auditorium, the form and function of the struc- 





















View toward the north, 
looking toward Rockwell 
Cage, from the foyer of 
the auditorium. Architect’s 
model of the auditorium 
and chapel appears on the 
farther table near the glass 
wall. Stairs at the left 
lead to the lower level 
where the Little Theater, 
checkroom, and rest rooms 
are located. Offices and 
service and maintenance 
rooms are also on the lower 
level. 



ture become more evident. The main floor is of red 
brick, with wall and ceiling color scheme of blue, 
green, and beige. A large round desk, serving as 
ticket booth or information desk, is located at the 
left, or south side, near one of the two main en¬ 
trances. 

Interior of Auditorium 

From within the auditorium, as one looks out 
through the large walls of vertical panes of glass, 
a panoramic view of the Institute unfolds. To the 
east, and nearby, is Bexley Hall; then, in order, are 
the Graduate House, an open parking field, Baker 
House, Westgate in the distance, and the large ath¬ 
letic and recreational fields, the Briggs Field House, 
Bockwell Cage, the Armory of the Massachusetts 
National Guard, and, finally, the main educational 
buildings of the Institute. 

At the center of the corridor in the auditorium, 
almost at eye level, is a white marble slab with gold 
lettering. All who descend to the lower level, or 
casually stroll about the main lobby, are informed 
by this slab that the building is: “The Kresge Audi¬ 
torium — The Meeting House of the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology. Made possible by the gen¬ 
erosity of the Kresge Foundation, founded by Sebas¬ 
tian S. Kresge. Dedicated May the eighth, nineteen 
hundred fifty five.” Thus, in simple words, is recog¬ 
nized the benefaction of a true friend of the Institute 
whose foresight provides M.I.T. with social, cultural, 
religious, and educational facilities such as it has 
never before enjoyed. 

From the glass enclosed corridor, access is had to 
the seats and stage by several entrances — so incon¬ 
spicuous they seem to be almost hidden from view. 
The auditorium has seats for 1,238 persons. Since 
there are no columns or other upright members 
within the hall, each and every seat in the house has 
an unobstructed view of the stage or podium and 


its adjacent orchestra pit. The lower level of the 
auditorium contains a checkroom, lounges, a Little 
Theater seating 200 persons, two rehearsal rooms, a 
greenroom, three offices, and necessary service and 
maintenance rooms. The Little Theater extends 
about 15 feet into the ground, below the level of the 
plaza. 

The interior of the auditorium is subdued, yet 
colorful. The blue-gray, dome-shaped ceiling is off¬ 
set with wide walls of grooved natural oak paneling 
which is complemented by other woodwork in nat¬ 
ural oak. The 1,238 seats are covered with heavy 
black cloth, and the metal seat bottoms and backs 
are enameled, at random, in six shades of blue, 
green, and orchid. Seats are arranged in two main 
sections, separated by a wide aisle parallel to the 
rows of seats; approximately as many seats are in the 
forward section as in the rear portion. There are 
four aisles in the forward section which lead down 
from the entrance stairs, and five in the rear. Seats 
are comfortable, and there is adequate leg room. 

At the west end of the triangle of the auditorium 
is the stage or podium. With a seating capacity of 
250 persons, the stage has a curved rear wall of wood 
paneling. Between the stage and the audience is the 
orchestra pit, forming a circular arc. When used for 
normal seating purposes, the pit is at the same level 
as the floor of the auditorium, but it can be raised 
to the same level as the podium to increase the effec¬ 
tive stage area appreciably. 

At the left of the stage is the choir loft which is 
sufficiently large to accommodate 75 singers, whereas 
the organ loft is to the right of the stage. To be in¬ 
stalled this fall, the large modern organ will be set in 
such a way that its own working pipes and console 
compose into an attractive and organized unit in the 
auditorium. It can be used for individual organ re¬ 
citals, as well as with orchestra and choir on the 
stage. This instrument will be a significant addition, 
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(Above) Interior of main 
auditorium as seen from 
north corner of large 
assembly hall. Effec¬ 
tive area of the podium 
may be increased by 
raising the orchestra pit 
to stage level. Choir 
loft is above Exit sign 
at end of orchestra pit. 
Pleasant, soft indirect 
lighting is obtained 
from recesses in the side 
walls. Direct lighting, 
for audience and por¬ 
tion of stage illumina¬ 
tion, comes from light 
fixtures in the “cloud" 
panels hung from the 
dome. 


Electrical control panel 
and console for control¬ 
ling stage lighting of the 
large assembly hall. 
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Side view of the Little Theater, immediately below the audi¬ 
torium. Side stages are provided for ready change of scenery. 


not only to M.I.T. but to the musical world of the 
time in which we are living. 

Acoustic Design 

Usually in an auditorium, a ceiling of plaster is 
dropped below the roof structure. This suspended 
ceiling can carry lighting and ventilating equipment, 
and can be shaped — quite independently of the ex¬ 
terior structural form — to conform with acoustic 
design. A different approach is used in the M.I.T. 
Auditorium. Here the ceiling is simply the inner sur¬ 
face of the structural dome. The functions of light¬ 
ing, ventilating, and acoustics are then served by 
free-hanging panels that obscure only a fraction of 
the sky-like gray ceiling. 

These panels, aptly called “clouds,” are flat rec¬ 
tangular forms, faced with hard white plaster, spe¬ 
cially angled to reflect sound usefully throughout 
the room. The clouds, which fan out from the po¬ 
dium, are concentrated over the stage and over the 
rear seating area. They carry loud-speakers, ventilat¬ 
ing equipment, and lights reached by catwalks. 

Sound absorptive material laid on top of the clouds 
— not on the inner side toward the audience — helps 
achieve the desired reverberation characteristic. The 
entire rear wall of the auditorium is also faced with 
absorptive material behind glass cloth, for additional 
control of echo. Acoustic design also influenced the 
contours of wood-paneled walls. 

An interesting feature of the cloud construction is 
that the amount of absorptive material can be in¬ 
creased or decreased to modify the acoustic proper¬ 
ties of the room without in any way altering its gen¬ 
eral appearance, or without requiring any apprecia¬ 
ble reconstruction expense. 

In any auditorium intended for both speech and 
music, the multi-purpose of the room presents a chal¬ 
lenge to the acoustic designer. A compromise must 
be effected between brilliance and clarity on one 
hand and mellowness and blending of tone on the 
other. In the Kresge Auditorium, a speaker on the 
platform is heard with high intelligibility at all seats. 
The auditorium is especially effective for piano solos 
and small musical ensembles. Orchestral music is 
very clear, but as one music critic has pointed out, 
musicians will have to learn how to use the audito¬ 
rium to give a flawless performance. 



direct, as well as with indirect, light. Soft, indi¬ 
rect illumination is provided by lights at the side 
walls, between the oak paneling and the spherical 
dome. During a performance, the light above the 
audience may be darkened while ample lighting is 
provided for the podium. Lights, hung from the 
dome or from the plaster “clouds,” which are pro¬ 
vided mainly for acoustic treatment, supply direct 
overhead illumination. 

To the rear of the audience, and well above the 
seats in the last row, is a large and well-equipped 
projection booth. From this booth, spotlight beams 
can be projected for special lighting effects on the 
stage. The booth is amply equipped with projectors 
for slides and motion pictures, for either professional 
or amateur slides and films. The needs of television 
have also been taken care of, for television cameras 
and the necessary additional lighting can be brought 
into operation in the main auditorium. The projec¬ 
tion booth also houses audio-control equipment for 
sound motion pictures, for playing transcribed music, 
for creating special sound effects, or for speech am¬ 
plification. Despite the adequate provision for good 
visual and aural appreciation, however, the audience 
is not conscious of the presence of loud-speakers or 
other sound apparatus, and the lighting fixtures are 
equally unobtrusive. 



Lighting 

Seeing, as well as hearing, has been given special 
attention in the auditorium. For general illumina¬ 
tion, the entire auditorium may be flooded with 


The stage of the Little Theater is well suited to use by the 
M.I.T. Dramashop and the Staff Players, both of whom have 
already put the new facilities to good use. 




Section and plan views of the M.l.T. Chapel which will provide new stimulus to Technology’s religious needs. A general 
view of the interior of the chapel is shown in the Frontispiece illustration. “ ' 


An ample number of vomitories, together with wide 
aisles, permit the audience to leave their seats quietly 
and quickly, and walk around the outer corridor 
during intermissions. Wide spaces between rows, 
and seats of ample width, also contribute to the 
comfort of the audience and expedite entering and 
leaving the performance. 

Lower Level 

The lower level of the auditorium contains the 
Little Theater seating 200 persons. Like its bigger 
brother above, the Little Theater is free of obstruct- 
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ing members. It contains a stage suitable for plays, 
with side stages for scene preparation. The theater 
is sufficiently small and conventional as not to re¬ 
quire the unusual acoustic treatment accorded the 
auditorium. The ceiling contains lights which, point¬ 
ing downward and toward the stage, provide excep¬ 
tional theatrical lighting on stage. 

The lower level also contains a checkroom, two 
large rehearsal rooms, a sheet music library, room 
for service facilities, women’s dressing room, men’s 
dressing room, office for J. N. Murphy, manager of 
the auditorium, office for J. D. Everingham, Director 
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Model of the chapel, showing the aluminum spire and bell 
tower as they will appear when erected next fall. The spire will 
be placed over the lantern (indicated in section view on page 
398) from which the chapel receives artificial illumination or 
daylight for high-lighting the marble pedestal and screen. 


Richard Shirk, Bloomfield Hills 


of Drama, office for Klaus Liepmann, Director of 
Music, a greenroom, an instrument room, a freight 
elevator, electrician’s room, emergency generator, 
and two telephone booths. 

The ground level also contains enormous air-con¬ 
ditioning units. The equipment is adequate to pro¬ 
vide an ample supply of fresh air to the auditorium 
and to the Little Theater, simultaneously, and oper¬ 
ates with such quietness as to he completely unno¬ 
ticed by the audience. 

The refrigeration equipment which provides sum¬ 
mer cooling for the auditorium is used to make and 
maintain ice on the new skating rink just north of 
the auditorium. It can keep the rink in satisfactory 
hardened condition for skating when the outdoor 
temperature is as high as 50 degrees F. 

The Chapel 

The chapel has been designed to serve the needs 
of Roman Catholic, Protestant, and Jewish faiths. 
Here, as in the auditorium, daring was required to 
make a complete break with traditionalism in an 
attempt to provide a retreat for religious services 
and contemplation in a community bristling with 
activity. 

Externally, the chapel is a structural brick cylinder 
50 feet in diameter and about 30 feet high. The plan 
and section views of the chapel are illustrated in the 
line drawings on page 398. The surface of the chapel 


is of red brick, with occasional twisted elements, 
providing a rough-textured appearance. The chapel 
is surrounded by a water-filled moat about 2 feet 
deep and 12 feet wide, so that the over-all diameter 
of the moat is about 75 feet. The chapel has no win¬ 
dows, but receives daylight illumination through 
eight arches of varying diameter, at the base of the 
outer cylindrical wall. The outer cylindrical shell is 
supported by the arches which, in turn, are set in 
the moat. With its bell, an aluminum spire will be 
erected atop the chapel. 

Approach to the chapel is through a rectangular 
corridor or narlhex with sides of neutral gray-stained 
glass. The narthex is about 50 feet long and crosses 
the water-filled moat. 

The concept of the water-filled moat was adopted 
to enhance the feeling of isolation of the chapel from 
the rest of the surroundings. But the moat fills an 
important role in an unusual interior lighting scheme. 
Sunlight, striking the water in the moat, is reflected 
upward into the arches, between the outer and inner 
cylindrical surfaces or walls of the chapel. Sparkling 
dots of light dance upon the walls inside when sun¬ 
light strikes the rippling surface of the water in the 
moat. 

Chapel Interior 

As one enters the chapel from the narthex, the 
principal item of interest is the large pedestal of 


JUNE, 1955 


399 





white marble, lighted from above. The pedestal rests 
on a circular platform about 15 feet in diameter, and 
is raised above the floor of the chapel by a platform 
of three raised steps. To the left of the platform is 
the pulpit, while the lectern is to the right. Above 
the entrance to the chapel and adjacent to the nar- 
thex, is a balcony which contains a small pipe organ. 
The chapel has cathedral chairs for approximately 
130 persons. Seats can be arranged for different 
functions but will often be placed with a wide aisle 
down the center from the narthex, and additional 
aisles along the walls. 

Above the marble pedestal is a 12-foot circular 
skylight (or lantern) and deep honeycomb light baffle 
providing daylight or artificial illumination. The elec¬ 
tric lights in the lantern are directed downward on 
the marble pedestal. Immediately beyond the pedes¬ 
tal is a screen consisting of vertical rods and gilt 
metal plates which act as light reflectors for the 
illumination from the circular lantern immediately 
above the pedestal. Behind the screen, stairs lead 
down to the robing room. 

The ceiling of the chapel is dropped in a shallow 
conical shape, which assists in diffusing sound. 
Lighting, directed downward on the audience, and 
at the organ, pulpit, and lectern, comes from lights 
in the ceiling which is painted dark green-gray. The 
honeycomb in the lantern directs light toward the 
pedestal without diffusing it into the eyes of those 
in the first row. 

The interior of the chapel is also built of rough 
red brick. The interior wall is separated from the 
outer cylindrical structure. Although the over-all 


general impression is that the interior of the chapel 
is roughly cylindrical in form, actually the inner 
brick wall is laid as a group of irregular plane waves. 
Introduced primarily for acoustic reasons, this ser¬ 
pentine construction diffuses the sound and avoids 
focusing it into the center of the chapel. In addition, 
sound is diffused from the ceiling, as mentioned. 

Beginning at a level about 3 feet high and extend¬ 
ing to the floor of the organ loft, open brickwork 
grilles appear at intervals where the serpentine inner 
wall diverges from the cylindrical outer wall. This 
open brickwork is backed by sound absorptive ma¬ 
terial. Acoustically the chapel is divided into a lower 
level with acoustic absorption, and an upper level, 
where the untreated brick provides desirable rever¬ 
berations for organ music. 

The separation between the serpentined brick wall 
and the inner railing is bridged with glass at about 
waist level. Through this glass, light reflected from 
the water m the moat plays upon the interior red 
brick wails. Oak grooved paneling, stained walnut, 
rises to about waist height. The floor of the chapel 
is Roman travertine set in a diamond pattern. 

The organ in the chapel is in an elevated position 
above the entry. This instrument is a much smaller 
unit than that in the auditorium and is comparable 
in its design to those that existed when Bach was 
composing. In recent years there has been a return to 
the purer music consistent with the restrictions of 
this instrument. One use of the chapel will be to give 
small recitals with the organ, and possibly a few 
other instruments, in conjunction with a choir. The 
(Continued on page 430) 



A small but musically interesting pipe organ is installed above the entrance to the chapel. Open brick grillwork, below the 
level of the organ loft, is backed by acoustic absorbing material. The upper portions of the serpentine inner walls provide 

the desired reverberation for organ music. 
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The Acceptance Address 

The New Auditorium and Chapel Can Be Used to Re-Emphasize 
That Scientists and Engineers Must Concern Themselves 
with Qualities of Mind and Soul We Call Spiritual 

By JAMES R. KILLIAN. JR. 


N o amount of dirty weather can dampen our 
sense at M.I.T. of joyous realization this after¬ 
noon. The dreams, the hopes, the plans of 
years are now fulfilled, and we welcome you to our 
celebration and dedication with pride and happiness. 
In celebrating, it is appropriate that we first give 
credits to those who brought this about. 

“Let us now praise famous men” wrote Ecclesias- 
ticus in the Apocrypha, and then in his list of men to 
praise gave prominence to the builders, the artificers, 
the craftsmen, and the workmasters, whose prayers 
are expressed “in the handiwork of their crafts.” 

In this spirit we praise today the skilled and im¬ 
aginative men who created these buildings to fulfill 
the purposes we intended. Eero Saarinen and Asso¬ 
ciates of Detroit have been the architects. Be¬ 
cause I feel that the creative work which architects 
do is so often inadequately recognized, I take delight 
in emphasizing Eero Saarinen’s achievement, to¬ 
gether with the local supervision provided by the as¬ 
sociated firm of Professors Lawrence B. Anderson, 
’30, and Herbert L. Beckwith, ’26. We feel special 
affection for Messrs. Adams and Wood who worked 
here on location for their firms. 

The architect’s concept for this auditorium could 
not have been realized without advances in the art 
and science of structural engineering. A thin shell 
dome stretching almost 200 feet across and envelop¬ 
ing nearly half an acre presented problems of no 
ordinary kind which could have been solved only by 
skilled engineers. For their success in solving this 
problem, I pay tribute to the New York engineering 
firm of Ammann and Whitney. 

It is equally appropriate that I should express 
our appreciation to the George A. Fuller Company 
which built the buildings, and to its representatives, 
Mr. Paulsen and Mr. Bates, who coped admirably 
with the many complexities involved in their con¬ 
struction. I would speak, too, of Robert M. Kimball, 
’33, Carl M. F. Peterson, ’29, and Philip A. Stoddard, 
’40, officers of the Institute who have seen the project 
through for M.I.T., and to James Murphy who 
manages the building with deep affection for it. 

There are many others who played important parts. 
Other members of the Faculty such as Professors 
Howard R. Bartlett, William C. Greene, and Klaus 
Liepmann, and members of the student body served 
with Professor Richard H. Bolt on the committee that 
helped set up the specifications for the theater and 
auditorium. Professor Bolt and his associates of Bolt, 


Beranek, and Newman designed the acoustical fea¬ 
tures of both buildings. The lighting system, so im¬ 
portant in an auditorium and chapel, was designed 
by Stanley McCandless. 

Harry Bertoia designed the screen behind the altar, 
and Theodore J. Roszak was the sculptor for the 
spire which is to crown the chapel. And finally I cite 
with particular gratefulness our Building Committee 
and the Dean of our School of Architecture, Pietro 
Belluschi, who also serves as architectural consultant 
to the President and the Executive Committee. 

I offer our deep gratitude also to the two Alumni 
and Corporation members, Alfred P. Sloan, Jr., ’95, 
and Marshall B. Dalton, T5, who led the Develop¬ 
ment Program to which the Kresge Foundation 
made its gift and which raised a substantial part of 
the additional funds to complete this project. How 
deeply generations of M.I.T. students will be in¬ 
debted to these two dedicated and generous trustees! 

At the end of this program, when Mr. Kresge 
speaks, I wish then to pay tribute to the donor and 
express our appreciation to the great Foundation 
whose generous benefaction made all of this possible. 

With these inadequate and incomplete expressions 
of appreciation to those who donated and created 
these buildings, let me also add some notes on the 
educational and spiritual objectives we seek to fulfill 
through their use. 

In architecture and in other fields, educational in¬ 
stitutions can be pace-setting patrons of the arts. 
This they cannot do merely by studying the old, 
however important that may be. They must also have 
the courage to create and sponsor the new. 


M.I.T.’s Religious Program 

An institution which embraces general as well as 
professional education must give attention to man’s 
spiritual life — to the place of religion in man’s 
history, in contemporary society and in the life of 
the individual. It also must encourage an under¬ 
standing of those postulates which underlie our so¬ 
ciety’s concept of virtue — the unifying ideals and 
standards, the moral and ethical beliefs which men 
in general agree upon but reach by diverse paths 
of faith, philosophy or social pressure. The respon¬ 
sibility to deal with these great matters is inherent 
in any program to educate young people adequately 
and broadly. Their all-round development requires 
a grotcth of the spirit as well as the mind. 

— from President Killian’s Report to 
the M.I.T. Corporation, October, 1954 


JUNE, 1955 


401 




An institute of technology, especially one with the 
oldest school of architecture in the nation, has a re¬ 
sponsibility to innovate in its architecture in the same 
spirit that it seeks scientific innovations in its labora¬ 
tories. Its intellectual resources and outlook, further¬ 
more, permit it to be bold and advanced in the 
design of its buildings in a way that other institutions 
might not be able to justify. The extravagant state¬ 
ment has been made that only M.I.T. would have 
had the self-assurance to build this domed audi¬ 
torium and the round chapel. This statement gives 
too much credit to M.I.T., but it does make the 
point that this kind of institution has special re¬ 
sources and reasons to build boldly and experi¬ 
mentally. It is my own view that while cherishing 
and preserving all that is fine of the old, we can no 
longer justify antiquarian architecture for the new. 
Instead of our campus architecturally becoming a 
“museum of caution and paralysis,” its buildings 
each should express the best methods and materials 
and the best aesthetic ideas of the periods in which 
they are built. 

Architectural innovation is accompanied by con¬ 
troversy and reveals deep divergencies in taste — 
and here I speak knowingly. This is the price of 
creativity in the arts, and we should be willing to 
risk the controversy in order to achieve a mutation 
in taste or to afford the searching, creative minds of 
our time an opportunity to try new solutions. 

Transcending the architecture are the uses of the 
building. In ordering and organizing its community 
life, the early New England town built a meeting¬ 
house and centered there its civil and religious life. 
It was a house of many uses. There the men and 
women went to worship God, to hold their town 
meetings, and to further their cultural and civil in¬ 
terests. The meetinghouse was the nucleus around 
which formed concepts and traditions of civility, of 
social organization, of religious life, community re¬ 
sponsibility, and self-government. 

In visualizing an auditorium for M.I.T. we sought 
a building to provide a similar nucleus for our aca¬ 
demic community, especially for our student body. 
We felt it would be proper and possible to design a 
building which would be appropriate for worship, 
for academic ceremonials, for educational meetings 
and conferences, for music and drama, and for the 
maintenance of M.I.T.’s civil life. 

In this sense, the Kresge Auditorium serves as 
M.I.T.’s meetinghouse. With the auditorium, its as¬ 
sociated devotional chapel, and with the new student 
union we hope some day to build on the north side 
of the plaza, we shall have here grouped about our 
plaza, or common, those buildings which will pro¬ 
vide for the extracurricular life of our students and 
Faculty. Already the auditorium has brought a quick¬ 
ening of our community life and given new impetus 
to the extensive musical and dramatic activities of 
students and staff. It is significant that the first con¬ 
ference held in this meetinghouse was one initiated 
and superbly managed by our student government 
and dealing maturely with the problem of discrimina¬ 
tion and selectivity in colleges. 


While the auditorium can be used for religious 
meetings involving large numbers, the devotional 
chapel will serve smaller groups as a building de¬ 
signed exclusively for religious use. It gives, as the 
inscription reads in the chapel, embodiment to the 
responsibility of the Institute to maintain an atmos¬ 
phere of religious freedom wherein students may 
deepen their understanding of their own spiritual 
heritage, freely pursue their own religious interests, 
and worship God in their own way. 

In addition to the civil, the educational, and the 
spiritual interest which they serve, the auditorium 
and chapel emphasize two other important aspects 
of our institutional mission and responsibility. 

First, they express, in our modern way, the con¬ 
viction that beauty and benignity and nobility of en¬ 
vironment are as important influences in education 
as Plato long ago said they were. Beauty of en¬ 
vironment should be as indigenous to this kind of 
institution as the more traditional kind of university. 

Second, the spirit behind these two buildings re¬ 
affirms the unit of knowledge and of creative activi¬ 
ties. Science and art spring from similar creative 
impulses and serve to strengthen each other. In the 
deepest sense, the liberal and humane outlook is in¬ 
herent and essential in the domain of science as it is 
in other fields of learning. These buildings can be 
used to re-emphasize that science properly used is 
a great moral and liberating force and that the 
scientist and engineer, full as much as other pro¬ 
fessional men, do and must concern themselves with 
values and virtue, with those qualities of the mind 
and soul which we call spiritual. All these great mat¬ 
ters are the concern of this institution and are natural 
parts of its educational mission. They reflect the 
new synthesis of educational tasks and ideas that has 
been taking place at M.I.T. as it moves steadily and 
inevitably toward a new kind of institution indig¬ 
enous to American society and serving its needs 
and ideals in a new way. 

In accepting and dedicating these buildings, then, 
we do something more than mark the completion of 
two structures. We celebrate the generosity and pub¬ 
lic spirit of the donors. We celebrate the ideas, ideals, 
and aspirations which these buildings are intended 
to further and to serve. We reaffirm the kinship of 
scientific, aesthetic, and spiritual values in our corpo¬ 
rate life. We celebrate powerful new concepts in 
education. 

A century and a quarter ago, Wordsworth wrote 
these lines, which might appropriately be inscribed 
in the chapel we dedicate: 

They dreamt not of a perishable home 
Who thus could build. Be mine, in hours of fear 
Or grovelling thought, to seek a refuge here; 

... or let my path 

Lead to that younger Pile, whose sky-like dome 
Hath typified by reach of daring art 
Infinity’s embrace. 

In these lines, inspired by King’s College Chapel 
at Cambridge University, England, we find the ap¬ 
propriate note for this joyous occasion of apprecia¬ 
tion, dedication, and affirmation, in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. 
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The Dedicatory Address 

Technological Studies, Intelligently Directed, Can 
Provide an Environment for Deepening 
Our Sense of Spiritual Values 

By E. N. van KLEFFENS 


T here is no doubt that the dedication of the two 
remarkable and remarkably beautiful buildings 
to be inaugurated here today constitutes a very 
significant event in the admirable history of M.I.T. 
You have honored me by expressing the wish that I 
give the dedicatory address on this auspicious occa¬ 
sion. Gladly have I crossed the Atlantic to comply. I 
would have done this, and with pleasure, even if 
nothing but the buildings were concerned, deserving, 
as they do, the admiration of all. But what made me 
twice eager to accept was the deeper meaning of 
these two impressive manifestations of contemporary 
architectural art. I do not know whether it lies in my 
power adequately to express their significance, but I 
shall do my best. 

First, the buildings as buildings. As deviations of 
the conventional post-and-beam construction, and 
breaking as they do with the traditional oblong or, 
in the case of the auditorium, angular wedge shape, 
both structures are a bold challenge to established 
forms and habits of thought. Far from being the 
product of an architectural whim or caprice, they are 
the outcome of much original and daring thought, in 
the field of aesthetics as well as in that of function, 
logic, construction, and economics. They mark a date, 
and perhaps an era, in architecture, and, broadening 
in just proportion an opinion expressed not very long 
ago in an American professional magazine, I feel 
justified in saying that “the world’s architecture and 
building are not likely to be quite the same after 
M.I.T.’s new center is finished.” They are the fitting 
adornment on the campus of an institution devoted 
to advancing the boundaries of knowledge — creative, 
pioneering, respectful of acquisition, avid of improve¬ 
ment. 

Consider the chapel. It has an unfamiliar cylin¬ 
drical shape. Is that a design unfamiliar for its own 
sake, new for the sake of newness, astonishing merely 
to attract attention? Far from it, and I feel sure that 
even the many who do not know will share with 
those initiated the experience that the rounded shell, 
giving a sense of protection through enclosure, is in 
keeping with that feeling of inner security true re¬ 
ligion imparts to the fortunate faithful. The unearthly 
light pervading the interior, most ingeniously ob¬ 
tained, takes our thoughts to purer and more endur¬ 
ing spheres, the beam shining from on high on the 
altar, relating it to its sublime significance, and pro¬ 
viding a focus without which there would be no 
fixity, no concentration, no promise of peace for the 
confused and troubled soul. 


Second, the auditorium. Its shape aims at bringing 
together audience and speaker, at promoting that 
contact of minds and senses which in more conven¬ 
tional halls it is so often difficult to bring about. Who 
will deny that Mr. Saarinen’s talent, given full rein 
thanks to the Kresge Foundation’s munificence, suc¬ 
ceeded in conceiving a building which, ideally suited 
for many purposes, contrives to combine usefulness 
with lightness, and space with grace? The nonsec¬ 
tarian chapel serves one purpose only, though each is 
welcome to worship according to his creed. The 
auditorium has been designed to adapt itself to a 
great many functions, its multivalence being reflected 
in the dome — a shape which could give shelter to 
any surface of its size regardless of purpose. 

There is a third essential: the plaza, promoting and 
determining balance and harmony between the two 
buildings, placing each in its proper perspective. To¬ 
gether with the chapel and the auditorium, it forms 
an organic whole. Trees are to soften outlines and 
screen excess of contrast. Such is the aggregate, 
pleasingly offset by surrounding campus buildings. 

This summary description is no doubt very incom¬ 
plete and, like any description of beautiful buildings, 
fails to do them full justice. Description can be no 
substitute for personal inspection, let alone for the 
work of art described. In any case, I trust I did not 
commit the sin of weakening by exaggeration. But, 
however that may be, I hope that even a distant 
listener or a casual reader will sense that these new 
ornaments of the M.I.T. campus are not mere glori¬ 
fications of material achievement. They are, in fact, 
expressions of spiritual values of the highest order, 
and this is why they are elements characteristic of an 
essential and most important feature of what the In¬ 
stitute stands for. They also hold an impressive warn¬ 
ing in the dark and dangerous times the Western 
world is traversing. Let me explain. 

There is a danger inherent in technological educa¬ 
tion and research of which those responsible for the 
future of M.I.T. and of its Alumni fortunately are 
well aware. The danger lurks not so much in what is 
ascertained by the student as in its application and in 
the mentality it may create. 

If I may begin with a dangerous mentality tech¬ 
nological education and research can create, let me 
invite your attention to the fact that they may lead to 
an undue narrowing of belief and faith. A state of 
mind may be induced in which no place is left for 
belief except in what we see demonstrated in the test 
tube. This is a grave and noxious error. There is a 
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great deal of truth and faith, as we know them in our 
hearts, which is incapable of scientific demonstration. 
One of the glories of science is that, by reducing 
somewhat the immense areas of human ignorance, it 
has also reduced superstition, bias, belief in sorcery 
and witchcraft. But there remain the great Verities 
which are taught by religion — incapable of scien¬ 
tific demonstration, but nonetheless true. The differ¬ 
ence between good and evil cannot be expressed in 
any scientific formula, and yet all human beings, ir¬ 
respective of race or creed, know its existence, a re¬ 
vealed fact of the first order. Let the new chapel, and 
also the auditorium, remain a constant warning that, 
just as technology cannot exhaust truth, it is not 
qualified, and therefore should not attempt, to mon¬ 
opolize belief. 

In the second place, a word about the danger 
which technological studies may create in respect of 
the application of their findings. 

From one discovery, science has moved to another, 
especially in the course of the last century and a half, 
during which the pace has singularly quickened. This 
unbroken record of achievement is apt to engender a 
state of mind in which nothing seems impossible to 
man. He thereby tends to become a law unto him¬ 
self, the measure of all things, pushing further and 
further into the Vast Unknown, and the heady wine 
of his success may well lead him to believe that he is 
not only at liberty to pursue his discoveries, but also 
to apply what he has found according to his will. 
Seeing no boundaries to knowledge, he may lose 


in delivering the dedicatory address in the Kresge Auditorium 
on Sunday, May 8, His Excellency, E. N. van Kleffens, Min¬ 
ister of State of the Netherlands stressed the need for high 
moral values in using knowledge which man achieves. 


sight of the boundaries which limit its application. 
One of the dangers of science is that it may make 
man forgetful of divine and human laws. 

We are brought face to face here with very old 
truths and findings. The idea of a natural law, im¬ 
mutable and perennial, the foundation of what is 
meet and just, found in the human conscience and 
binding all human beings, a law no human authority 
can change and from whose validity there is no es¬ 
cape, is of great and venerable antiquity. Those in 
ancient Greece, who, losing sight of what behooves 
Man as being just and lawful, were guilty of over¬ 
weening pride, fell victim to the vengeance of the 
Gods; Hesiod wrote about it, and it is a frequent 
theme in the great Greek tragedies. In the Bible you 
find a kindred idea: those who break the Lord’s 
Covenant provoke his wrath: thou shalt not tempt the 
Lord thy God, says the Old, as well as the New, 
Testament. In addition to these divine laws, there 
are the man-made enactments. All this means 
amongst other things — and it undoubtedly is a truth 
as valid today as it ever was — that man may not do 
with his knowledge as he pleases. There may be no 
boundary to what he may discover, but there is a 
boundary to what he may do with the discovery. 

These divine and human laws which set a bound¬ 
ary to what man may do with his scientific discov¬ 
eries are something science cannot reveal to him. The 
reason is simple. Science is concerned with cause and 
effect, but not with norms, that is, rules for what is — 
and what is not permissible or lawful. To ascertain 
these rules, which are naturally of vital concern to 
every human being and to every society of human 
beings, the scientist must turn elsewhere, to the 
sacred places where these norms come to the sur¬ 
face: to religion, to law, to philosophy, including 
ethics and aesthetics. That is why, next to religion, 
the scientist, if he wants to be sure of remaining on 
safe ground, is in need of a study of what in M.I.T. 
is called the Humanities, and it is the great merit of 
your remarkable Institute that it has discerned this 
great and important truth from the first. Undoubt¬ 
edly, study of the humanities will also help to bring 
about a solution of the many social problems arising 
in an industrial age of rapidly increasing automation, 
problems which in their aggregate may soon demand 
the highest form of precautionary measures in a very 
wide field if disturbing maladjustments are to be 
prevented in our complex modern society. 

Religion and study of the humanities, as well as a 
recognition of their compelling importance if all is to 
go well with us, and if we are not to be the victims 
one day of our own inventiveness, seem all the more 
necessary when it is recalled that, whereas in all 
Western — and in several Eastern — countries the 
domination of matter has made great progress, no 
one can say that anything like comparable progress 
has been made in curbing more primitive urges 
within our nations and ourselves towards self-asser¬ 
tion and expansion at the cost of others. The Soviet 
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Union seeks-to enslave the world. We of the West do 
not want to enslave anyone, but do we (not just one 
country, but many) not often ask (to give only one 
example) for protection of some national branch of 
industry regardless of the fact that thousands of fam¬ 
ilies in other countries may thereby be thrown out 
of work? This example may be multiplied. 

So far as the humanities are concerned, their task 
is, it seems to me, essentially to give a sense of meas¬ 
ure in all things, and a better perception of what is 
reasonable. It is therefor that they exert such a 
marked civilizing influence. The constant application 
of reason, truly a great acquisition, has had its ups 
and downs in the course of history. In France in the 
Eighteenth Century, for instance, it played a leading 
part, and so it did, not without the influence of 
French civilization, in the young days of your great 
Republic. But then a reaction set in: feeling, by na¬ 
ture rebellious to restraint, was enthroned sometimes 
next to, but often above, reason and measure; it can¬ 
not be said that this reaction has entirely spent its 
force even today. There is, of course, no doubt that 
feeling should have its due share, so long as it does 
not gain the upper hand, for its mainsprings are 
obscure and unfathomable, and it is therefore liable 
to lead to excess — the very counterpart of reason 
and measure which are its natural moderators. Cer¬ 
tainly in an age in which technological power can so 
easily and so dangerously be allied to unbridled feel¬ 
ing, it is of the highest importance that measure and 
reason, those beneficent gifts of the Gods, should be 
restored to the place of honor which has so frequently 
been withheld from them. 

All these considerations apply with particular force 
now that advanced technology has found the means 
to split or fuse nuclei of certain atoms. For we have 
now forces at our command which, if wrongly ap¬ 
plied, may bring about the destruction of the human 
race, and perhaps even changes in the cosmic struc¬ 
ture of the universe, with incalculable consequences. 
Even if applied on a smaller scale, reason, and not 
feeling, should dictate their use. Applied for peaceful 
purposes, these forces can be a blessing to the human 
race which sees other sources of energy dwindle. So 
far as their application for welfare is concerned, I 
must leave to those responsible the unenviable task 
of defining the circumstances in which their use 
would be justified. All I can say is that it is by cul¬ 
tivating reason and self-restraint that we can find our 
way in the disturbing perplexities which the in¬ 
ventiveness of our own age has put on our path. 

It is therefore, as I said, most fortunate that M.I.T. 
has from the beginning discerned the importance of 
religion and of the humanities. Of that importance, 
the chapel and the new auditorium are eloquent 
symbols. Technology, the never-ending quest for the 
betterment of human existence, was born with the 
human race; it is natural to it. But if technology is to 
assist and not to overpower us, if it is to remain a 
blessing and not to become a curse on all our houses, 
a disciplined servant and not a purblind master, then 
we have to submit it to the tempering influence of 
the norms of faith, of insight, and of duty. 

So far for the fundamental decision of M.I.T. to 
give religion and the humanities their due place in 


students’ activities, and the symbolic illustration of 
that decision in the form of the new auditorium and 
chapel. 

Let me say a word about the spirit in which that 
decision has been carried out. 

There was, in this respect, an obvious choice be¬ 
tween two systems. One was to opt for a dogmatic ap¬ 
proach, for something like an M.I.T. state religion. 
Nothing (if as a foreigner I may say so) could have 
been more un-American. And since M.I.T. is one of 
the manifestations of Americanism at its best, it chose 
the other system, based on that broad tolerance 
which is one of the mainstays of your great Nation. 
Strange as it sounds, there yet is no doubt, and there 
have been several examples in history, of the fact 
that, in favorable circumstances, a position of 
strength may be built up on a basis of intolerance. 
But the United States, and M.I.T. in particular, have 
shown that a most profuse flowering of the arts and 
sciences can be fostered on a basis of live and let 
live, tempered only by a happy and due regard for 
common decency and public order. It is in this spirit 
that M.I.T. has from the beginning wanted the Fac¬ 
ulty and students to think for themselves, believe for 
themselves, speak for themselves, realizing that “clu 
choc des opinions jaillit la verite.” We breathe here 
the fresh, unstifled air of free thought, free inquiry, 
free expression, and we are face to face with the care 
of scientific liberty, the essence of our Western tra¬ 
dition. The doctrine which pervades the Institute in 
this respect has been admirably and authoritatively 
stated by the Corporation Executive Committee; it 
may be summarized as follows: no regimentation or 
control which dictates to scholars the opinions and 
doctrines they must follow — diligence and loyalty in 
citizenship, without hidden allegiance or obligations 
necessitating distortion of research or teaching in ac¬ 
cordance with dictates from without. 

The chapel, far from being sectarian, is open to all 
faiths and creeds. As your President has stated re¬ 
cently, its purpose is twofold: 

“first, to stand as a symbol of the place of the 
spirit in the life of the mind and as a physical 
statement of the fact that M.I.T. has a right and a 
responsibility to deal with ideals as well as ideas and 
to be concerned with the search for virtue while we 
become proficient in the search for things; second, 
to provide ready opportunity for students and other 
members of our community to worship as they 
choose, to have on campus a building, beautiful and 
evocative of reverence and meditation, where those 
who wish may enter and worship God in their 
fashion.” 

There will be no special privilege for any faith; 
that its use should give no legitimate cause for of¬ 
fense to others is guaranteed by the spirit of mutual 
forbearance so characteristic of this great seat of 
learning. Its dedication today is a humble acknowl¬ 
edgment of powers greater than that of man, an act 
of reverence for the Creator of that immense and 
majestic universe we understand so little in spite of 
all our progress. 

The auditorium will serve, as I said, many pur¬ 
poses. Any appropriate activity worthy of being car- 
(Concluded on page 434) 
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The More Power Science Places in the Hands of Man 
the More He Meeds a Sense of Moral Value 
to Guide Him in Use of That Power 

By THEODORE P. FERRIS 


W e have come here to dedicate two buildings, 
an auditorium and a chapel. A new building 
is not by any means an unusual sight; almost 
everywhere you look you can see a building either 
in the process of construction, or just completed. 
But these two buildings are different; they are a 
sign of something. 

They are a sign of a change in climate, and I do 
not mean a change in the weather. I mean a change 
in the atmosphere of our whole approach to life. Not 
so long ago we thought that man was the master of 
life’s mysteries. We made such tremendous strides 
in our understanding of the natural universe that we 
presumed to think that there was nothing beyond 
the reach of our inquiring minds. Science unlocked 
so many doors in the skies above, and in the earth 
around and beneath us, that it was led to believe 
that there was no mystery which in time it could 
not comprehend and no riddle which, if given the 
brains and the patience, it could not solve. 

Times have changed. The doors that science so 
graciously opened have led us into mysteries far 
vaster than our fathers ever dreamed of, and instead 
of solving the riddle of life, it has extended it to 
include not only ourselves and our strange and un¬ 
predictable ways, but also the origin and the mean¬ 
ing of life itself. When we consider the heavens, we 
see more than the moon and the stars. We see solar 
systems and constellations that the psalmist never 
imagined, but when we look at man and ask what 
he is, and why he is here, and where he is going, we 
know little more than the poet of Palestine. 

Indeed, we are beginning to see that he knew 
some things that we had forgotten. He knew that 
the ultimate mystery of the universe in the long run 
escaped him, and he was humble before it. He knew 
that everything we are, and ever hope to be, is de¬ 
rived from sources outside ourselves and over which 
we have no final control. He knew that any meaning 
we may ever find in life must be found in the God 
from whom all life comes. 

These buildings, especially the chapel, are a sign 
that we are beginning to see that we have not by any 
means outgrown the primeval knowledge of the 
psalmist; that over and above all our efforts to under¬ 
stand the majestic operations of the universe, the 
Ultimate Reality remains, ineffable though not un¬ 
knowable, with which man must come at last to 
terms. This is the religious view of life. It does not 
contradict the scientific view of life any more than 
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the engineer’s approach to a problem contradicts the 
artist's. The two go together hand in hand. Religion 
without science is almost sure to become supersti¬ 
tion, and science without religion is almost as sure 
to become a lifeless skeleton of facts and figures. 

An article in the New York Times recently com¬ 
mented on the Trans-Atlantic Broadcast Anniver¬ 
sary. The writer reminded us of the words we so 
often heard in those early days of transatlantic 
broadcasting: “Due to atmospheric conditions over 
which we have no control our commentator from 
Paris will not be heard at this time.” Then he went 
on to say: “The phrase had and still has a ring of 
adventure to it, a graceful submission to larger forces.” 
The chapel which we are dedicating today is a sign 
that the leaders of one of the greatest scientific 
schools in the world are aware of the fact that there 
are “larger forces” to which man must make, sooner 
or later, a graceful submission. 

It is also a sign that they recognize that man is a 
more complicated creature than perhaps they once 
thought him to be. Psychologists and physiologists 
cannot completely analyze him or explain him, and 
all the engineers, mathematicians, physicists, and 
astronomers in the world cannot ultimately satisfy 
him. Man cannot live without bread, but neither can 
he live on nothing but bread. He is a strange mixture 
of dust and divinity, of impulse and imagination, and 
any attempt to educate him must take both sides of 
his nature into full account. The more scientific train¬ 
ing he has, the more he needs the complementary 
cidtivation of his heart and spirit. The more power 
science miraculously places in his hands, the more he 
needs a sense of moral values to guide him in the use 
of that power. It takes more than engineering skill 
to build a good bridge; it takes also the moral de¬ 
termination that the bridge be safe, and the artistic 
desire that it be beautiful. 

It is this sense of man in his wholeness that has 
moved the President and Corporation of the Institute 
to go forward with these buildings. The buildings in 
themselves are not important, save as they make pos¬ 
sible a fuller and richer experience for the men who 
come here to study. 

The use of the buildings is a matter of great in¬ 
terest to those who are closely associated with the 
Institute. The use of the auditorium is more or less 
self-explanatory, but the chapel is different. As I un¬ 
derstand it, the officers of the Institute have no pre- 
(Concluded on page 432) 
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Election Returns 

O n April 25, when ballots closed for the election 
of officers of the M.I.T. Alumni Association, 
3,904 members of the Association had availed 
themselves of the opportunity to elect Dwight C. 
Arnold, ’27, as president of the Association for the 
year beginning July 1, 1955. John J. Wilson, ’29, was 
elected vice-president for a two-year term, and 
Chenery Salmon, ’26, and D. Reid Weedon, Jr., ’41, 
were both elected to serve on the Executive Com¬ 
mittee for two-year terms. 

Alumni term members, to serve on the M.I.T. Cor¬ 
poration for the next five years, are Max L. Water¬ 
man, T3, Fred C. Koch, ’22, and Hugh S. Ferguson, 
’23 — currently president of the Association. 

Alumni elected to serve on the National Nominat¬ 
ing Committee for the next three years are as fol¬ 
lows: District I —Horatio L. Bond, ’23; District 2 — 
Robert C. Erb, ’17; District 4 — Harold Chestnut, ’39; 
and District 5 — Clayton D. Grover, ’22. 

Elected to serve on the Alumni Council as repre¬ 
sentatives of their classes are: Godfrey L. Cabot, 
’81; Arthur T. Chase, ’86 (deceased — as this issue 
goes to press); Harry H. Young, ’91; John A. Rock¬ 
well, ’96; Willard W. Dow, ’01; Edward B. Rowe, 
’06; Orville B. Denison, ’ll; Joseph W. Barker, T6; 
Henry R. Kurth, ’21; Chenery Salmon, ’26; Gilbert 
M. Roddy, ’31; William W. Garth, Jr., ’36; D. Reid 
Weedon, Jr., ’41; Theodore P. Heuchling, 2-46; 
Donald A. Hurter 6-46; and Robert S. Gooch, ’51. 
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Dwight C. Arnold, ’27, XV 
President-Elect of the Alumni Association M.I.T. 


Lincoln Laboratory Head 

he appointment of Marshall G. Holloway as di¬ 
rector of the Lincoln Laboratory was announced 
in mid-April by James R. Killian, Jr., ’26, President 
of the Institute. The Lincoln Laboratory, which is 
concerned with problems of continental defense, is 
managed by M.I.T. for the Army, Navy, and Air 
Force. 

Dr. Holloway comes to M.I.T. from the Los Ala¬ 
mos Scientific Laboratory in Los Alamos, N.M., 
where he has served since 1943 and has been actively 
engaged in nuclear scientific problems, including the 
development of atomic weapons to which he per¬ 
sonally contributed very substantially. He has re¬ 
cently served in Washington on a very important 
advisory committee for the Director of Defense 
Mobilization. Dr. Holloway assumed his new duties 
in May, succeeding Albert G. Hill, who asked to be 
relieved of the responsibilities of director of the 
Lincoln Laboratory to permit him to return to his 
position as a professor in the Department of Physics 
at the Institute. 


Dr. Holloway, a native of Oklahoma, was grad¬ 
uated in 1933 from the University of Florida. He 
took his degree of master of science in 1935 and the 
degree of doctor of philosophy in physics in 1936 at 
Cornell University. He taught at the University of 
Florida and at Cornel], and served in the Purdue 
Research Foundation from which he was called in 
1943 to go with the “Manhattan District” to Los 
Alamos. 

Acting Heads 

rofessor Edwin R. Gilliland, ’33, has been ap¬ 
pointed acting head of the Department of Chemi¬ 
cal Engineering to serve during the absence of Pro¬ 
fessor Walter G. Whitman, Y7, who has been ap¬ 
pointed secretary general of the United Nations 
World Conference on Peaceful Uses of the Atom. 

Professor James Holt, T9, Executive Officer of the 
Department of Mechanical Engineering, will be act¬ 
ing head of his Department during the absence of 
Professor Jacob P. Den Hartog, who is giving a series 
of lectures at the University of Tokyo. 
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Faculty Retirements 

T hree long-term Faculty members will retire from 
the Institute this summer. They are: Erwin H. 
Schell, T2, Professor of Industrial Management and 
Head of the Course in Business and Engineering Ad- 
jministration; Ralph C. Young, ’29, Associate Profes¬ 
sor of Inorganic Chemistry in the Department of 
Chemistry; and George A. Znamensky, Assistant Pro¬ 
fessor of Russian in the Department of Modern 
Languages. All will retire with the title of Professor 
Emeritus and will continue to serve as lecturers in 
their special fields. 

Professor Schell, who is widely known for his con¬ 
tributions to the study of business and industrial 
management, was bom in Kalamazoo, Mich., in 1889, 
and in 1912 received the degree of bachelor of sci¬ 
ence in mechanical engineering at M.l.T. Five years 
later, after successive positions as operations engi¬ 
neer, industrial engineer, labor manager, and com¬ 
pany treasurer, he was appointed a part-time assistant 
professor of business management at M.l.T. 

Named associate professor in 1926 and full profes¬ 
sor in 1929, Professor Schell also served from 1917- 
1928 as industrial engineer, executive assistant, and 
management counsel for the American International 
Shipbuilding Corporation, and as part-time assistant 
professor at the Harvard Graduate School of Business 
Administration. M.l.T. appointed him acting depart¬ 
ment head in 1930, and department head in 1931. 

Professor Schell, who served as consultant on ad¬ 
ministration to the Department of State in 1944, is a 
member of the Corporation of Simmons College and 
a director of Keystone Custodian Funds, Inc., and in 
■1938 was awarded the Gilbreth Medal. He has been 
an active member and office holder in the American 
Management Association, National Management 
Council, Academy of Management, Executives’ Club, 
and Theta Delta Chi Fraternity; and is a member 


of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. 

Dr. Young, a member of the Institute’s staff since 
1922, was born in Phoenix, N.Y., in 1889. He was 
graduated from Syracuse University in 1912 with the 
degree of bachelor of arts, and received the degrees 
of master of arts at Syracuse in 1913 and doctor of 
philosophy at M.l.T. in 1929. 

After serving as chemist with the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture from 1917-1918 and as instructor in 
chemistry at Syracuse University from 1919-1921, he 
was appointed instructor in chemistry at M.l.T. Dr. 
Young was research associate in inorganic chemistry 
from 1929 until 1934, when he was promoted to as¬ 
sistant professor of chemistry. Since 1940 he has 
served as associate professor of inorganic chemistry. 

Dr. Young is a fellow of the American Academy of 
Arts and Sciences and a member of the American 
Chemical Society. 

Professor Znamensky was appointed instructor at 
M.l.T in 1942, and four years later was promoted to 
assistant professor of Russian. He was born in Novo¬ 
cherkassk, Russia, in 1890, and in 1916 received the 
degree of bachelor of divinity at the Imperial Theo¬ 
logical Academy of Kiev. 

Before coming to the United States, where in 1932 
he was awarded the degree of master of education at 
Harvard University, Professor Znamensky was in¬ 
structor of Russian language and literature and presi¬ 
dent of the Classical Junior College in Russia from 
1916-1920, and Professor of Russian at the Russian 
Lyceum of Constantinople from 1920-1922. He was 
a lecturer on Russian at Harvard University in 1934, 
and from 1942-1951. During World War II, Professor 
Znamensky was associated with Harvard University 
and the Army Service Forces’ Specialized Training 
Division as an objective testing examiner and in¬ 
structor in the Russian language. He is author of 
Elementary Scientific Russian Reader and also of 
Conversational Russian. 
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Faculty • 
Progress 


Alex Bavelas, ’48 


James W. Daily Harold W. Fairhairn 



W.P/jo/m 


Oenioh posts on the Faculty of the Institute have 
^ been announced for seven men who become pro¬ 
fessors, and for 16 who become associate professors. 
In addition, 12 have been named assistant professors 
and eight will become instructors at the Institute, 
following approval by the Executive Committee of 
the M.I.T. Corporation. All promotions become effec¬ 
tive on July 1. 

Members of the Faculty appointed to the rank of 
full professor are: James W. Daily, Department of 
Civil Engineering; Henry J. Zimmermann, ’42, De¬ 
partment of Electrical Engineering; Harold W. Fair¬ 
bairn, Department of Geology and Geophysics; Alex 
Bavelas, ’48 (now on leave at the Center for Ad¬ 
vanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences at Stanford 
University), School of Industrial Management; 
Joseph Kaye, ’34, Department of Mechanical Engi¬ 
neering; Carl W. Wagner, Department of Metal¬ 
lurgy; and Herman Feshbach, ’42, Department of 
Physics. 

The following have been promoted to the rank of 
associate professor: Robert L. Halfman, 2-44, and 
Yao Tzu Li, ’38 — both of the Department of Aero¬ 
nautical Engineering; Richard Filipowski, Depart¬ 
ment of Architecture; Thomas H. Pigford, ’48, 
Department of Chemical Engineering; Kevin A. 
Lynch, ’47, Department of City Planning; J. Melvin 
Biggs, ’41, Department of Civil Engineering; George 
P. Shultz, ’49, Department of Economics; Richard B. 


Adler, ’43, Department of Electrical Engineering; 
Samuel A. Goldblith, ’40, and John T. R. Nickerson, 
’32 — both of the Department of Food Technology; 
Myron J. Gordon, School of Industrial Management; 
Kenkichi Iwasawa, Department of Mathematics; 
Stanley Backer, ’41, Frank A. McClintock, ’42, and 
Maurice E. Shank, ’49 — all of the Department of 
Mechanical Engineering; and Felix M. H. Villars, 
Department of Physics. 

Members of the staff who will join the Faculty as 
assistant professors beginning next summer are: 
Thomas F. McNulty, ’49, Department of Architec¬ 
ture; Carl W. Garland, Frederick D. Greene, 2d, 
Herbert O. House, Norman A. Nelson, and John S. 
Waugh — all of the Department of Chemistry; War¬ 
ren G. Bennis, ’53, Department of Economics and 
Social Science; John F. Twigg and Earle H. Watts — 
both of the Section of Graphics; William D. Stahl- 
man, ’48, Department of Humanities; Robert E. Ogil- 
vie, ’52, Department of Metallurgy; and John G. 
King, ’50, Department of Physics. 

Members of the staff advanced to the rank of in¬ 
structor include: Joel G. Flaks, Department of Biol¬ 
ogy; Moise H. Goldstein, Jr., ’51, Philip M. Lewis, 
2d, ’54, Norman H. Meyers ’54, Thomas H. Putnam, 
and Walter C. Schwab, ’51 — all of the Department 
of Electrical Engineering; Stanley E. Charm, ’52, 
Department of Food Technology; and Robert A. 
Hard, ’49, Department of Metallurgy. 



Herman Feshbach, ’42 
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Course XV Honors 
Professor Schell and 
Miss Barnard 


M.I.T. Photos 


Miss Olive Barnard 
(above, in light dress) 
was honored at the 
Course XV luncheon 
on May 7. (Left) Pres¬ 
ident Killian amuses 
his audience at the 
Course XV dinner. 
Others in the photo¬ 
graph are (from left to 
right): Professor Schell, 
Mrs. Killian, Dean 
Brooks, Mrs. Schell, 
Dr. Killian, Mrs. Eli 
Shapiro, and John S. 

Saloma, 3d, ’56. 


A conference for Alumni of the Course in Business 
and Engineering Administration was held at the 
Sloan Building all day on Saturday, May 7. Under 
the title “New Directions in Education for Manage¬ 
ment” the threefold purpose of the conference was 
to: (1) report to Alumni on the emergence of Course 
XV into the School of Industrial Management; (2) 
present examples of current research being con¬ 
ducted in the School; and (3) pay tribute to Erwin II. 
Schell, ’12, a beloved and stimulating teacher. 

The morning conference session was devoted to a 
discussion of reports of research in progress, and in 
the afternoon Professors Douglass V. Brown and 
Douglas M. McGregor conducted a lively dialogue 
entitled “Organization Theory: Help or Hindrance?” 

At luncheon in the Faculty Club, which was at¬ 
tended by 180 people, Dean E. P. Brooks, T7, spoke 
on the progress being made by the School of Indus¬ 
trial Management. Tribute was also paid to Miss 
Olive Barnard, technical assistant, whose ability to 
recall the names of Course XV students and Alumni 
is unfailing. As a token of the esteem in which she 
is held, Roger R. Smith, ’26, presented a rocking 
chair to Miss Barnard. 

Dean Brooks presided at the dinner, which was 
also held in the Faculty Club, at which 236 friends 
were present. James R. Killian, Jr., ’26, President of 
the Institute, commented on the personal relations 
he had enjoyed with Professor Schell, as a student 
and as an Institute official. Duncan R. Linsley, ’22, 
paid tribute to Professor Schell in outlining Professor 
Schell’s relations with Technology Alumni. Finally, 
Professor Schell delivered one of his famous lectures 
— entitled “The Second Million.” 


John R. Mncomber: 1875-1955 

ohn R. Macomber, ’97, a life member of the M.I.T. 
Corporation, a member of its Executive Commit¬ 
tee, and chairman of the Finance Committee, died at 
his Framingham home on May 11. Mr. Macomber 
was bom in Framingham in 1875, attended the 
Chauncy Hall School, and M.I.T. 

He began his business career in 1894 as a mes¬ 
senger for the firm of N. W. Harris and Company, 
and 17 years later became vice-president. In the fol¬ 
lowing years, as the firm was consolidated with other 
corporations, he served as president of Harris 
Forbes and Company, Inc., from 1916-1931; as 
chairman of the Board of Chase Harris Forbes Cor¬ 
poration from 1930-1933; and as chairman of the 
Board of the First Boston Corporation from 1934 
until his retirement in 1947. He was also a member 
of the Board of Trustees of the Massachusetts Gen¬ 
eral Hospital. Mr. Macomber was elected a term 
member of the M.I.T. Corporation in 1926, and a 
life member in 1931. 

Mr. Macomber was a director of several financial 
and manufacturing firms. A founder of the Metro¬ 
politan Opera Association, past president of the Bos¬ 
ton Chamber of Commerce, and former chairman of 
the Y.M.C.A., Mr. Macomber was also active as 
director and trustee of the Massachusetts Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, and Ameri¬ 
can Humane Education Society; and as trustee of 
Tufts College, New England Conservatory of Music, 
Massachusetts Society of the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Children, and the National Foundation for In¬ 
fantile Paralysis. 
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M.I.T. Photos 


Willy 

A sleek, beautiful new shell was made available 
to M.I.T. oarsmen at dedication ceremonies at 
the Tech Boat House on the afternoon of Tuesday, 
May 3. The new shell is the gift of Arthur A. Nichols, 
’28, and William H. Nichols, ’27 (pictured with M.I.T. 
oarsmen above). The shell is named after their 
father, W. H. Nichols, who was especially interested 
in amateur sports, and in 1893 won the world’s 
quarter-mile bicycle sprint record. The new shell was 
christened Willy by James R. Killian, Jr., ’26, Presi¬ 
dent of the Institute. 

After placing the new shell on exhibition. Presi¬ 
dent Killian made a brief acceptance address on be¬ 


half of the Institute, and christened the new shell 
Willy by breaking a bottle of Charles River water 
over the nose of the shell — suitably protected 
against damage by a crowbar. The shell was then 
slid into the Charles River. 

Last year, the Technology crew chalked up re¬ 
markable success in winning the Thames Cup, as re¬ 
ported in the July, 1954, issue of The Review. 

The Intercollegiate Rowing Association will hold 
its annual Stewards’ Dinner on Friday evening, June 
17, at the Hotel Syracuse, Syracuse, N.Y., and there 
will be races on Saturday afternoon. Coaches of the 
crews, the officials, and the stewards will be in at¬ 
tendance at this event, which will be open to the 
public for the first time this year. 


Jenaro Olivares G. 


Even the imperturbable 
Beaver Piiiata, judging from 
his expression and the jaunty 
cap, has caught the happy 
enthusiasm of the seven 
guests who attended the 
“Noche Mexicana” on March 
12 at the home of Fernando 
de la Macorra, ’23. The 
“Noche Mexicana” was the 
final event of the seventh 
annual fiesta of the M.I.T. 
Club of Mixico. Left to 
right are: Walter J. Beadle, 
‘17, life member of the 
M.I.T. Corporation; Mrs. 
Beadle; H. E. Lobdell, ’17, 
Executive Vice-president of 
the Alumni Association; Mrs. 
Lobdell; the Beaver Pinata; 
Mrs. Brooks, E. P. Brooks, 
’17, Dean of the M.I.T. 
School of Industrial Manage¬ 
ment; and Pedro Albin, ’47, 
President of the M.I.T. Club 

of Mexico. 
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Walter M. Fife: 1890-1955 

W alter M. Fife, 21, Associate Professor of Struc¬ 
tural Engineering, who for 33 years served on 
the Faculty of the Department of Civil and Sanitary 
Engineering at died on Friday evening, April 

22, 1955. He was 64 years old. Professor Fife was 
bom in Peterboro, Ontario, Canada, and attended 
the Peterboro Collegiate Institute and the Univer¬ 
sity of Alberta, where in 1913 he received the de¬ 
gree of bachelor of science. M.I.T. awarded him the 
degree of master of science in 1922. 

Prior to his teaching career, Professor Fife was 
employed as an instrumentman for the Dominion 
Land Surveys and as detailer for the Dominion 
Bridge Company in Winnipeg, Canada. From 1913- 
1922, apart from three years’ service as lieutenant in 
the Canadian Expeditionary Force, he was an in¬ 
structor and then assistant professor at the Univer¬ 
sity of Alberta. After completing his graduate studies 
at M.I.T., Professor Fife joined the Faculty as as¬ 
sistant professor of civil engineering. He was pro¬ 
moted to associate professor in 1928, and associate 
professor of structural engineering in 1941. 

Professor Fife served as exchange professor at 
Stevens Institute of Technology during 1934-1935, 
and in 1935 became a naturalized United States 
citizen. During World War II he worked half time 
on special war research. 

He was an associate in the Engineering Institute 
of Canada and the American Society of Civil Engi¬ 
neers, and a member of the Boston Society of Civil 
Engineers and the American Concrete Institute. 

Weather and M.I.T. History 

he 310th meeting of the Alumni Council, held at 
the Faculty Club on April 25, was opened by 
Hugh S. Ferguson, ’23, President of the Alumni As¬ 
sociation. After a business session, the Council lis¬ 
tened to Professor Hurd C. Willett, of the Depart¬ 
ment of Meteorology, speak on long-range weather 
forecasting, and Horace S. Ford, Treasurer Emeritus, 
speak on progress during the four decades M.I.T. 
has been in Cambridge. 

Under items of business, Donald P. Severance, ’38, 
Secretary, reported that four members of the staff 
visited eight local clubs since the previous Council 
meeting on March 28. 

Dwight C. Arnold, ’27, chairman of the Committee 
to conduct the First Alumni Officers’ Conference, 
reported that members of the Alumni Council, Class 
Officers, Club Officers, Honorary Secretaries, and 
Educational Counselors would be invited to a con¬ 
ference at M.I.T. beginning on Friday, September 9, 
and continuing through a luncheon on Saturday, 
September 10. The purpose of the conference will 
be to bring this group up to date on current devel¬ 
opments at M.I.T., to discuss problems they may 
have regarding student admissions, and to give them 
an opportunity to become better acquainted with 
the modem Institute and its students. 

Theodore T. Miller, ’22, chairman of the Alumni 
Fund Board, reported that as of the date of report¬ 
ing, 9,700 Alumni had contributed $354,000 to this 
year’s Alumni Fund. 


Samuel C. Prescott, ’94, chairman of the Com¬ 
mittee on Honorary Members, reported that John J. 
Rowlands, Director of the M.I.T. News Service since 
1925 and an Editorial Associate of The Review for 
ahnost an equal length of time, had been nominated 
as an honorary member of the Alumni Association. 
This report was accepted by a rising vote and 
hearty applause. 

As chairman of the 1955 Alumni Day Committee, 
Avery H. Stanton, ’25, disclosed final plans for 
Alumni Day. 

Robert S. Williams, ’02, Professor Emeritus, pre¬ 
sented a resolution on the death of Frederick H. 
Hunter, ’02, which was accepted by a silent rising 
vote. Mr. Hunter had been an active member of the 
Council for many years. 

In the informal portion of the meeting, Professor 
Willett opened his discussion of long-range weather 
forecasting by describing briefly the basis for fore¬ 
casting of day-to-day weather sequences one to four 
days in advance. Next came a description of ex¬ 
tended forecasting. 

Professor Willett told how current long-range 
weather forecasting now depends on following three 
types of climatic patterns which are basically differ¬ 
ent in character. Two of these are zonal patterns 
spinning with the axis of the earth; the third is a 
pattern of climatic stress, having strong cellular 
structure with north-south movement. 

He discussed the partial failure of forecasts of last 
winter’s weather. He forecast that this would be a 
particularly hot, dry summer farther south in this 
country but that the northern part of the United 
States this summer would have fairly normal weather 
and temperatures. 

The final speaker was Mr. Ford, senior honorary 
member of the Alumni Association, whose topic was 
“Forty Years on the Cambridge Side.” His first re¬ 
marks were directed toward the following outstand¬ 


ing “firsts” and their timing: 

Establishment of the Alumni Association 1875 

Organization of Class Secretaries 1896 

Establishment of The Technology Review 1899 

The beginning of M.I.T. Clubs, 8 prior to 1900 

Addition of 15 Alumni Members on the Corporation 1903 
Establishment of the Alumni Council 1909 

Beginning of Honorary Secretaries Organization 1931 
The start of the Alumni Fund Board 1940 

The beginning of the Educational Council 1952 


Next he reviewed the improved and expanded 
dormitory facilities and the tremendous strides that 
have taken place in building medical, athletic, and 
recreational facilities. 

Following a short resume of the buildings added 
to the original Cambridge campus, Mr. Ford closed 
with two thoughts: First, M.I.T.’s progress has come 
in surging waves. He illustrated this by reference to 
the principal advances in the times of Institute 
Presidents Walker, Maclaurin, Compton, and now 
Killian; Second, there has been a matter of very for¬ 
tunate timing. The Institute had just moved to its 
Cambridge site in time for World War I and its im¬ 
mediate postwar period. Through Dr. Compton’s 
leadership the Institute was scientifically ready when 
World War II enveloped this country. 
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It is a characteristic of American companies that 
they constantly seek to improve their products; this 
is in part responsible for the amazing strides made 
by industry. Revere is glad to aid in this endeavor 
through its Technical Advisory Service, and its Re¬ 
search Department, particularly for firms whose 
need for research is not such as to warrant purchas¬ 
ing costly laboratory equipment. A recent problem 
presented to us came from a 
maker of fishing reels. He had 
been cutting gears out of free- 
cutting brass, in order to achieve 
the machining economies such 
material offers. 

This brass is widely and suc¬ 
cessfully used in gears for 
clocks, meters, and similar in¬ 
struments. However, experience 
proved that a fishing reel, which 
is operated at various speeds 
and loads, presents a quite dif¬ 
ferent service. Revere was asked to suggest a metal 
that would be more suitable in this application. 

The Technical Advisory Service at once reported 
that either naval brass or aluminum silicon bronze 
would last longer. However, in order to determine the 
relative merits of the two, the Revere Research De¬ 
partment was asked to make tests. Gears of both 
metals were installed in reels, and a motor-driven 
machine was rigged to provide an accelerated wear 


test. Each gear was run at 430 r.p.m. and at 100 
r.p.m., at zero tension on the line, and at 1, 2,3, and 
4 pounds tension. After each run the gears were 
removed, cleaned, examined, measured and photo¬ 
graphed. The reels were then reassembled, lubricated, 
and the next run started. 

The results were impressive. After the gears had 
gone through 186,727 revolutions it was felt unneces¬ 
sary to proceed further. Both 
reels were still fully usable. The 
naval brass was somewhat more 
worn than the aluminum sili¬ 
con bronze, however, it cer¬ 
tainly was evident that naval 
brass would be satisfactory. The 
reel maker was determined to 
offer the best he knew how to 
make, and selected the more 
expensive aluminum silicon 
bronze. He knows conclusively 
now that his reels will give long 
service, enduring satisfaction, and will protect his 
reputation and help his business grow. 

If you have questions as to the best material or 
materials for your product, no matter what it is, and 
do not have a modern research laboratory, why not 
ask your suppliers for help? Some may have an 
immediate answer; some may wish to test alterna¬ 
tives. You will benefit either way, and make faster 
and surer progress in your search for improvement. 



REVERE COPPER AND BRASS INCORPORATED 

Founded by Paul Revere in 1801 
Executive Offices: 230 Park Avenue, New York 17, N. Y. 
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MAIL RETURNS 

(Continued from page 3S0) 


From Miguel C. Junger, 2-44: 

The lambasting and persiflage Mr. Tichenor accorded 
Dr. Pusey and Dr. Hutchins, for advocating that college 
students be exposed to broad general culture whether or 
not they intend to devote themselves to the sciences, is 
unexpected and rather entertaining. After all, there are 
more Nobel prize-winning scientists on the faculty of 
Harvard than on that of any of our technological schools, 
and the role played by the University of Chicago during 
World War II in developing the atom bomb is unparal¬ 
leled; the Pusey-Hutchins approach therefore does not 
seem to have too nefarious an effect on science. It is also 
notable that many of the greatest scientists and engineers 
have had predominantly classical educations; a scientist 
such as Professor Schroedinger has written an authorita¬ 
tive work on ancient Greek thought and Dr. Oppenheimer 
is a Sanskrit scholar. 

Mr. Tichenor’s statement that “History . . . is a satis¬ 
fying pursuit for timid men ...” strikes an amusing note 
if one considers that some of the most courageous states¬ 
men of our times, such as Churchill, Duff Cooper, and 
Herriot have contributed classical historical works on 
Marlborough, Talleyrand, and the French Revolution, re¬ 
spectively. 

The quotation of the Einstein letter to The Reporter 
amounts to an actual distortion of the facts, as the letter 


was meant as a protest against the "... badgering to 
which scientists today are subject . . . ” by witch-hunting 
politicians, and not, as implied by Mr. Tichenor, at the 
hands of humanists and educators. 

Mr. Tichenor’s thesis amounts to removing scientists 
and engineers from the professional, literate classes of 
society and turning them into glorified mechanics pro¬ 
duced in staggering numbers; such a procedure would 
inevitably lead (as it is beginning to in the Soviet Union) 
to a technocracy a la Orwell. This is indeed a poor de¬ 
fense against the Russian threat which weighs upon us. 
Attila knocking at the gate is an unpleasant reality, but 
it should not make us forget the lesson of the old proverb 
drawn from the wide experience of the Romans in such 
matters, that the barbarians within the city walls are no 
less dangerous than those without. 

There may be an argument for publishing a contro¬ 
versial article; however, it would certainly have been 
more tactful if you had used a more conditional phrase 
in your own introductory editorial reference than "... 
the plea that there should be more engineers of youthful 
years preparing for the next World War.” 

In recent years, the Institute has steadily expanded its 
facilities for the teaching of the humanities. It is thus 
pursuing a policy in agreement with the Pusey-Hutchins 
philosophy: It strives to turn out engineers and scientists 
of broad general culture, fully conscious of the meaning 
and traditions of our Western civilization. In maintaining 
this course, our school is, once again, furthering our na¬ 
tional interests. 

Cambridge 39, Mass. 

(Continued on page 416 ) 
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for the price of a 


3 cent stamp 




Are you aware of the big things that have been 
happening at Martin in recent months...and that 
are happening today? 

Do you know what possibilities—futures—careers 
— those developments have created for engineers who 
value opportunity more highly than the status quo? 

For the price of a 3 cent stamp you can explore 
these possibilities. 

The result is bound to be interesting—and may 
turn up the opportunity you've been waiting for! 

Write to J. M. Hollyday, Dept. T-6, The Glenn L. 
Martin Company, Baltimore 3, Maryland. 




JUNE, 1955 


BALTIMORE • MARYLAND 


415 




Laboratory 


Dry Type 
Air-Cooled 


TRANSFORMERS 


2 VA to 
2000 KVA 


Static Type 

CONSTANT 

CURRENT 

REGULATORS 


COMPANY 


ELECTRIC 


MAIL RETURNS 

(Continued from page 414) 


From Eugene B. Skolnikoff, ’49: 

I have read this article with considerable interest, but 
corresponding dismay. As regards statements of fact, Mr. 
Tichenor is highly misleading, though not actually incor¬ 
rect, in stating that the number of engineering graduates 
has fallen from a high of 50,000 in 1950 to 20,000 last 
June. What he ignores is the fact that starting in 1955 
this number will once again be rising and will continue to 
rise at an unprecedented and disturbing (in view of the 
classroom and teaching staff available) rate. Mr. Tichenor 
forgets that the drop from 1950 to 1954 was primarily 
due to the end of the extra veteran registration and to the 
forecasts in 1949 and 1950 that engineers were going to 
be in great oversupply. This tragically incorrect fore¬ 
cast (in the light of subsequent events) caused many stu¬ 
dents to shun engineering. 

But this is a trivial comment in the light of Mr. Tiche- 
nor's astounding statements regarding the value of hu¬ 
manities in an engineering curriculum (or the value of 
humanities generally). Does Mr. Tichenor really ask us 
to produce a class of technicians (formerly called engi¬ 
neers) who know nothing further than their formulas and 
are interested in nothing further? I suspect such a class 
could turn out some very interesting gadgets and even a 
bombsight or a bridge or two. But, if we want to talk in 
terms of national survival as Mr. Tichenor does, I main¬ 
tain we would be in serious difficulties without a body of 
engineers and scientists capable of thinking in bold and 
imaginative terms and capable of understanding how 
their developments fit into our society and our economy. 

If I may take the same quotation used by Mr. Tiche¬ 
nor: Dean S. C. Hollister of Cornell said, “Many persons 
fail to realize the impact that science, engineering and 
technology have had in our national life and world af¬ 
fairs.” I’m afraid that I draw quite an opposite interpre¬ 
tation from that quotation; surely with this situation, it 
is imperative that we educate our engineers and scientists 
so that they will understand the impact of technology on 
our society and can be of significant help in planning for 
and coping with the rapid changes. 

To take a different tack. Even if there were no argu¬ 
ment that it is essential for our own survival in a tech¬ 
nological sense to give engineers and scientists a broad 
background, there would remain the argument that we 
must, as a national policy, educate our youth to be, sim¬ 
ply, educated adults. Mr. Tichenor says, “There is no 
demonstrable proof that they (the humanities) ever made 
men more democratic.” This is not why we believe in 
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A New England Mutual Agent answers some questions about 


protecting partnership interests 

through life insurance 



WHEN YOU CONSULT with your attorney — your tux 
advisor — your trust officer, call in a New England 
Mutual specialist in business life insurance, like Millard 
Samuel, CLU, of Portland, Oregon. Hundreds of our 
agents specialize in this field. While they may not be 
authors of books on the subject, as Mr. Samuel is, they 
are equally competent in solving business problems 
through life insurance. Let one of our specialists join 
your staff of trusted business advisors. 


The 


NEW ENGLAND 


MUTUAL 
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is voluntarily dissolved these values are like money in the 
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retirement income.” 

Is the plan feasible where one partner is consider¬ 
ably younger? 

“Yes, although a young partner may have to buy larger 
amounts at higher ages, New England Mutual’s flexible 
contracts can frequently be used to make his premium 
commitment less than half what would ordinarily be 
expected. 

“Any one of our specialists in business life insurance will 
be glad to consult with you and your attorney about 
adaption of our plan to your special situation.” 
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education. Surely we are trying to have a nation of indi¬ 
viduals who, to the best of their ability, understand their 
society including both its shortcomings and advantages 
and understand and are anxious to partake in some of 
the activities that distinguish a creative and dynamic 
society. This does not mean that engineering and science 
are not cultural and creative activities. What it does mean 
is that they are only part of our society and our heritage. 
A liberal arts major must know and understand the im¬ 
plications of science; so, too, must a scientist know and 
understand the environment within which he is working. 
To consciously eliminate the humanities from technologi¬ 
cal education is to consciously set out to produce automa¬ 
tons. 

I’m afraid that I cannot agree with Mr. Tichenor on 
the superfluity of the study of humanities either with re¬ 
gard to our military situation or with regard to our gen¬ 
eral education needs. However, one point is made that 
does bear repeating and, in fact, demands more empha¬ 
sis. That is, that our secondary schools should assume 
more of the burden of education. 

Mr. Tichenor’s article was most stimulating, and though 
I find it impossible to agree with any of its major argu¬ 
ments, I compliment the Editor on his including such a 
controversial subject. I can’t help but feel that Mr. Tiche¬ 
nor misses the whole point of a “liberal” education, but I 
do believe it worthwhile to express a point of view that 
isn’t often heard around institutions like M.I.T. at this 
time. 

Cambridge 39, Mass. 


From Julian J. Bussgang, ’51: 

The author’s sarcastic remarks about Harvard and his 
biting attack on Dr. Hutchins are well below the usual 
standards of The Review. 

The Editor claims the author’s contention to be “that 
an education in science and engineering can be just as 
cultural as one in liberal arts. ...” This must refer to 
some other article for Mr. Tichenor is nowhere concerned 
about what an education in science and engineering can 
be. Apart from some disconnected remarks about the “re¬ 
juvenation of our educational system,” Mr. Tichenor de¬ 
votes his energy to telling us that we do not need human¬ 
ists, because the Soviet Union is turning out more engi¬ 
neers than we do. 

Let us examine very briefly the construction of this 
article. The major part of the article consists of a listing of 

(Continued on page 420) 
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Mr. Tichenor’s five reasons for recent decline in the ratio 
of graduates with engineering degrees to those with 
arts degrees. These reasons are (in his own order): (1) the 
present fad among educators; (2) scientist’s aversion to¬ 
ward products his knowledge makes possible; (3) average 
man’s escapism into timelessness of the humanists; (4) 
propaganda of the liberal arts crusaders; (5) Dr. Hutchins. 
Following a discussion of these five reasons the article 
disintegrates into shallow thrusts in sundry directions. 
Without debating the documentation under these head¬ 
ings, much of which appears impertinent, one need only 
examine the five points above to estimate how Mr. Tiche- 
nor approaches his subject. 

In concluding, I wish to emphasize that there are many 
scientists and engineers who agree with Dr. Hutchins that 
the Great Conversation should be continued; the inter¬ 
ruption was unworthy of The Review. 

Cambridge 39, Mass. 


From Roy G. Saltman (Graduate Student, Elec. Eng.): 

The controversy which this article has aroused indicates 
that people are thinking about the great dichotomy of 
thought that confronts us concerning “freedom” versus 
“security.” 

To summarize my opinions, I would like to recall the 
statement of a famous religious man (whose name I cannot 
remember) who was asked what he would do if told that he 
would die the next day. The man replied that be 
would live the last day just like any other day. The com¬ 
parison I draw from this is the following: that every day 
the U.S.A. faces danger, and no day is different from any 
other day. If the basic liberties granted us were enough 
to protect us from enemies for 180 years, they are good 
enough to protect us today, without the addition of restric¬ 
tive laws. Of course technology has advanced since 1776, 
but no law ever protected anyone against technology, but 
rather against human nature. To keep our freedom, we 
must study not only technology, but human nature — 
through philosophy, history, sociology, economics, music, 
art, and everything else. 

It is interesting to note that I and other “liberals” repre¬ 
sent a truly conservative viewpoint in championing the 
above opinion. It is the ultra-security-conscious people 
who are the real radicals in this dispute. 

Cambridge 39, Mass. 

(Continued on page 422 ) 
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From Dr. Owen S. Gibbs: 

I would like to meet George Tichenor, for like myself 
he has passed an interesting life industriously picking up 
all kinds of treasures. Probably his first collection was glit¬ 
tering and lustrous, suggesting the fantastic possibilities 
of a Utopian Arabian Nights — some of which are, myo- 
genically at least, especially attractive. 

As experience grew, these ideas of earthly heavens — 
when all was aseptically controlled by electronic robots, 
and on the streets abounded nymphs of unbelievable 
beauty clad in wondrous raiments of “sheer” ecstasy — 
began to be replaced by more substantial and attainable 
wishes of relatively good plumbing: perhaps yet tainted 
with idealistic visions that packing food need not com¬ 
pletely destroy its own natural flavor. 

Slowly, and probably imperceptibly, experience grew 
and matured until finally we both turned the last part of 
the spiral and looked down on our own pathway; seeing 
again the same sights, through the same eyes, but 
equipped with a different analyzer. 

Everything was there just as before; everything was 
interesting and valuable; hut the relative importance had 
changed, and I in my own profession had learned anew, 
exactly as George has in his, that it is wise to try and keep 
the patient alive until you have time to cure him. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Author Answers 

From George Tichenor: 

The Technology Review and its editor, B. Dudley, are 
to be congratulated on their public-spirited willingness 
to provide a forum for a subject which was certain to be 
as controversial as it is important. 

I must accept reproof for the vehemence of my lan¬ 
guage, which one writer found vindictive and another 
“needlessly insulting.” In extenuation, I would suggest 
that it is difficult to be moderate in the face of so much 
complacency about Russia outstripping us in technologi¬ 
cal man power at an accelerated rate. The too-frequent 
attitude seems to be: “So Attila is knocking at the door? 
. . . Hmm, well, be that as it may. . . Or as Mr. 
Smith says: “Why the author . . . should wring his hands 
in woe over the fate of his precious skin at the hands of 
the Russian engineers is something I cannot fathom.” 

There is a thin suggestion running through several let¬ 
ters that counterpreparedness is equivalent to warmon¬ 
gering and that the cultivation of spiritual values is 
enough. I don’t wish to sidetrack into fields of theology, 
but I find the example of the Puritans very appealing: 
they went to church with their guns and kept their pow¬ 
der dry. I seem to be more interested in precautionary 
measures to preserve our cultural heritage (and “precious 
skin”) than critics who accuse me of lack of interest in 
same. 

I do not share the pessimism of some educators that 
engineers unsweetened by the liberal arts will develop 
into a species of tree-swinging creatures with a banana 
in one hand and a bombsight in the other. And I wish 
there was not this insistent dichotomy that we are Cul¬ 
tured or “a class of technicians . . . technologists, totally 
ignorant of anything else. . . .” I do not believe that de¬ 
emphasis on the humanities in technical schools will re¬ 
move “scientists and engineers from the professional, lit- 
('Concluded on page 424 ) 
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crate classes of society and turn them into gloi ified 
mechanics produced in staggering numbers. ... 

The point of my argument was that technical schools 
are taking up the slack of liberal arts subjects neglected 
by secondary schools, as Mr. Skolnikoff confirms. I also 
resent on behalf of the younger generation the forceful 
intrusion of the humanities into a crowded curriculum, at 
the expense of equally creative and cultural technical sub¬ 
jects forced out! I am in favor of such training as would 
make engineers and scientists broadly educated, in eco¬ 
nomics, law, history, and the liberal arts. But I think that 
this should be in addition to their training in engineering 
and science, not as a substitute for it. Let it be as post¬ 
graduate work or lifetime leisure study. I hold no brief 
for the narrow, one-sided technician. But if he is a good 
technician, it seems to me he fills a more useful place in 
society than the nincompoop who has managed to amass 
such a smattering of ignorance in the humanities as to 
develop into an all-around dabbler in superficiality. 
(There I go, getting vehement again.) 

The letter of Mr. Bussgang, like some of the others, 
deplores my approach without grappling with the issues. 
Does it recognize the Soviet challenge in technological 
man power and suggest a means for meeting it? No. Does 
it question my belief that humanities thrust into a curric¬ 
ulum, thrust valuable engineering subjects out? No. It 
worries about my analysis of reasons for a situation. Since 
the article was written, a bill (H.R. 2179) has been intro¬ 
duced into Congress “to increase the supply of scientific 
and technical manpower ...” and educators have met 
on the same problem, but present critics are more con¬ 
cerned with my lapses with Emily Post. Mr. Bussgang 
deplores my “biting attack on Dr. Hutchins. But note 
that no one in this symposium deplores by so much as a 
peep Dr. Hutchins’ bites at technical training! 

I don’t know what it will take to make engineers lift 
up their heads with pride in their art. I remember some 
years ago attending a demonstration of sand painting by 
a Navajo Indian who squatted on the floor of the Museum 
of Modern Art. The crowd, mostly ladies, oh’d and ah’d 
at the stick figures he was creating. This was the real stuff 
for those in the know. At our backs was a view through 
the window of the knife-like blade of a building in Radio 
City. That, to me, is beauty and culture, along with Salk 
vaccine and all the other life-comforting devices, which, 
as Dr. Gibbs suggests, will help us “keep the patient alive 
until you have time to cure him.” But I am afraid that 
technology will continue to be despised until the archae¬ 
ologists dig us up and pay tribute to a mighty people. 
The liberal arts crowd has the Indian sign on you. 

New York 10, N. Y. 
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TREND OF AFFAIRS 

(Continued from page 390) 

The element of joyous anticipation, to which Dean 
Burchard alluded in announcing the Fortnight Festi¬ 
val was evident as the M.I.T. Symphony Orchestra, 
Glee Club, and Choral Society performed the “Can¬ 
ticle of Freedom” by Aaron Copland. Mr. Copland’s 
composition is modem, festive, and joyful, and was 
admirably composed for the occasion. The fact that 
it was commissioned by an educational institution 
long noted for progress in science and engineering 
gives evidence that those pursuing the technical pro¬ 
fessions need not be — and in fact are not — blind to 
the emotional and intellectual appeal of the arts. 

Principal speaker of the dedication was E. N. van 
Kleffens, President of last year’s United Nations Gen¬ 
eral Assembly. Dr. van Kleffens emphasized the need 
for faith and belief beyond that which science alone 
can provide. He admonished his listeners to ascer¬ 
tain the “divine and human laws which set a bound¬ 
ary to what man may do with his scientific 
discoveries.” From the sacred places where these 
rules come to the surface, he urged them to look to 
religion, to law, to philosophy. This scholarly ad¬ 
dress, admirably suited to the occasion, is reproduced 
in full on page 403 of this issue of The Review. 

In delivering the affirmation address, as a repre¬ 
sentative of the M.I.T. Corporation, Theodore P. 
Ferris, Rector of Trinity Church, spoke primarily of 
the role the new chapel will play in serving the 


needs of Technology students of all religions. “The 
great revival will come,” said Dr. Ferris, “not when 
something old is rediscovered, but when something 
new is discovered for the first time. What more likely 
place for this to happen than in the small chapel on 
the campus of M.I.T.?” The complete text of Dr. 
Ferris’ address appears on page 406 of this issue of 
The Review. 

Acceptance of Auditorium and Chapel 

In accepting the Kresge Auditorium and Chapel 
on behalf of the Institute, President Killian paid 
tribute to the members of the Kresge Foundation — 
Stanley S. Kresge, Howard C. Baldwin, and Amos F. 
Gregory, in addition to Sebastian S. Kresge — who 
played the major role in making available the un¬ 
conventional buildings. President Killian’s able ad¬ 
dress is reported in full on page 401 of this issue of 
The Review, so that further comment need not be 
included here. It may be appropriate, however, to 
recall Dr. Killian’s views of the Institute’s religious 
program as given in his report to the M.I.T. Corpo¬ 
ration in October, 1954. Said President Killian: 

. . . While partaking of the Judeo-Christian traditions 
and postulates of American society, a private secular insti¬ 
tution must at the same time embrace our tradition of 
religious tolerance by being equally hospitable to all 
genuine religions, creeds and personal convictions. Its in¬ 
stitutional policy must be one of equal opportunity for all 
beliefs and outlooks, which means not only that it must 
express no bias toward any creed but also that it must not 
exhibit any bias toward religion itself. A private secular 
(Concluded on page 428) 
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institution should be hospitable to religion and to the pur¬ 
suit of spiritual matters by men of all creeds and differing 
outlooks, but it should not permit itself to be used to ad¬ 
vocate or deny any theological doctrine or any philosophi¬ 
cal position toward religion. Our responsibility is to 
provide opportunity, in a manner wholly elective, for the 
development of spiritual maturity and the exercise of 
spiritual interests. 

The small devotional chapel which we are building at 
M.I.T. has been conceived and will be used in accord 
with these principles. It will be in the completest sense 
nonsectarian, equally available to individuals and groups 
of all faiths. Its purpose is two-fold: 

First, to stand as a symbol of the place of the spirit in 
the life of the mind and as a physical statement of the 
fact that M.I.T. has a right and a responsibility to deal 
with ideals as well as ideas and to be concerned with the 
search for virtue while we become proficient in the 
search for things. 

Second, to provide ready opportunity for students and 
other members of our community to worship as they 
choose, to have on campus a building, beautiful and evoc¬ 
ative of reverence and meditation, where those who wish 
may enter and worship in their fashion. 

This two-fold purpose of course includes the provision 
of opportunities for the separate faiths and groups to use 
the chapel each in their own way so long as this does not 
require special privilege. . . . 

The chapel is in this sense but a part of a broader 
spiritual program long evolving at the Institute. The fu¬ 
ture direction and method of this program must rest upon 
community acceptance and desire, and coordinate with 
our developing program in the humanities and social 
studies. It should grow naturally out of the spiritual val¬ 
ues which are inherent in our institution. We should re¬ 
member that M.I.T. was founded by unselfish men for 
altruistic purposes and that it has always been an im¬ 
plicit expression of high moral purposes and standards. 
“The flame of Christian ethics,” to use Sir Winston 
Churchill’s phrase, has lighted the institution throughout 
its history and given it direction and spirit. As a conse¬ 
quence we have a community held together by a humane 
and tolerant spirit of mediation, reconciliation and rever¬ 
ence for the individual, a community governed by a pas¬ 
sion for truth, freedom of inquiry and a preoccupation 
with ideal aims. We have a community generous in its op¬ 
portunities to live and let live; a community where men 
of many faiths and backgrounds are free to interact on 
each other; a community committed to the ideals of pro¬ 
fessional service, of ministering to the public, of advanc¬ 
ing learning and creating beauty. 

These are the spiritual bonds that hold together our 
society of scholars. Our developing spiritual program, to 
be valid, must embrace them, exalt them and he conso¬ 
nant with the environment they have created. 

President Killian’s words express a faith and a 
conviction. The Kresge Auditorium and Chapel pro¬ 
vide new means and instrumentalities by which this 
faith and conviction may be expressed and brought 
to full fruition. No one who attended the dedication 
ceremonies on May 8 could fail to have observed 
that the ceremonies themselves gave the first full, 
wholehearted expression to that broader education 
in which science and religion, combined, contribute 
to the education of the whole man. 
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STRUCTURES 

(Continued from page 400 ) 

light on its wood and metal pipes make a rich com¬ 
plement to the intricate metal screen behind the 
large marble pedestal. 

On the lower floor of the chapel is the robing 
room, storage rooms, wash rooms, and maintenance 
and service rooms. A small elevator is provided to 
move religious articles from the robing room to the 
marble pedestal. 

Design and Construction 

Architects and engineers alike agree that the de¬ 
sign and construction of the Kresge Auditorium and 
Chapel have required courage and daring on the part 
of the donors, the architects, and all those connected 
with the planning and construction. The two new 
structures are radically different in form and purpose 
from the main educational buildings of the Institute 
designed four decades ago by Welles Bosworth, ’89. 

In contrast to the usual rectangular shapes of most 
buildings, the auditorium and chapel are built almost 
entirely in curved forms. Although the curved de¬ 
signs which have been adopted are well suited to 
the purpose for which the buildings have been dedi¬ 
cated, they have injected a number of unusual — and 
sometimes very difficult — problems of construction. 
Curved structures minimize straight lines and right 
angles for which most building materials are manu¬ 


factured, and in many cases require forms and mate¬ 
rials which are not stocked as standard items. The 
reinforced concrete spherical dome represents the 
most obvious need for unconventional construction, 
but it is by no means the only example calling for 
special techniques. In a number of instances special 
fittings and equipment, or special construction tech¬ 
niques were employed. Not all of the unusual fea¬ 
tures were the result of curved members, however; 
frequently standard items readily available from 
stock proved to be inadequate for the purpose or 
were found to be out of harmony with the artistic 
motif being sought. Like the auditorium, the chapel, 
too, requires more than ordinary attention, with each 
brick different from every other one, and carefully 
fitted into place by hand. 

Participants 

Architects for the Kresge Auditorium and Chapel 
were Eero Saarinen and Associates; associate archi¬ 
tects were Anderson and Beckwith. Ammann and 
Whitney were tire structural engineers, Hyde and 
Bobbio were mechanical engineers, and George A. 
Fuller Company was the general contractor. Bolt, 
Beranek, and Newman, Inc., were acoustical con¬ 
sultants, and Stanley McCandless was consultant for 
the theater and lighting. Walter Holtkamp con¬ 
structed the organ, and the gilt chapel screen was 
designed by Harry Bertoia. The spire and bell, to be 
(Concluded on page 432) 
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STRUCTURES 

('Concluded from page 430) 

placed above the chapel, were both designed by 
Theodore J. Roszak. 

Finally, no record in The Review would be com¬ 
plete without mentioning the donors — the Kresge 
Foundation, established by Sebastian S. Kresge. With¬ 
out the support of this Foundation, the work of all 
others would have been of no avail; with it, splendid 
new facilities for the Institute’s students and Faculty 
have come into being, and perhaps a new era of col¬ 
lege campus construction may have been inaugu¬ 
rated. 

THE AFFIRMATION 

(Concluded from page 406 ) 

conceived notion of how the chapel shall be used and 
have no intention of superimposing upon it any ec¬ 
clesiastical pattern or plan. To my mind at least, it 
is better so. Let the use of the chapel be partly de¬ 
termined by the course of events, and partly by its 
ability to meet and answer real needs of real people. 
It must be free to respond to the unpredictable 
movements of the Spirit. 

Obviously we cannot ignore the facts which now 
prevail in the religious world, the fact that Protes¬ 


tants and Roman Catholics do not worship together, 
the fact that the Jews have their own ritual and 
liturgy, the fact that there are other great religions 
represented here at the Institute which are still 
further removed in faith and practice. In the use of 
the chapel, allowance will have to be made for these 
facts, and provision has been made for all religious 
groups to use the chapel for their services. 

I, for one, hope and pray that we can go far be¬ 
yond these facts of division. It would be a great dis¬ 
appointment to many of us if the chapel served 
merely to recapture and reproduce the past. There 
is a revival of religion taking place right now in our 
country. For the most part, it consists in the redis¬ 
covery of old truths forgotten or neglected, the 
theology of the Rible, the doctrine and authority of 
the Church, the healing ministry of Christ. This is all 
to the good. But the great revival will come, not 
when something old is rediscovered, but when some¬ 
thing new is discovered for the first time. What more 
likely place for this to happen than in the small 
chapel on the campus of M.I.T.? 

In this place where men are thinking about the 
universe in contemporary, not mythological terms, 
where they are constantly in the presence of mystery 
that exceeds anything that the ordinary man can even 
guess, and where they hold in their hands the secret 
to power that can either destroy or redeem us, it is 
altogether likely that some advance will be made in 
religion, that new insights into the nature of man 
and God will be revealed, and that to the religious 
disciplines of the past will be added the discipline of 
the atom, sun, and stars. 
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DEDICATORY ADDRESS 

(Concluded from page 405) 

ried on in the Institute, religious, educational or 
simply recreational, will be given facilities here if it 
can thus find better opportunities for deployment, 
and so long as the structure is not endangered 
thereby. Here, indeed, is your meetinghouse. Its 
architecture and the ideas it stands for should, to¬ 
gether with the traditions to be built around it, be an 
effective stimulus for raising the level of anything 
going on here to the highest possible standards. 

The simple beauty, the simplicity, and the dignity 
of the new buildings make this a joyful and mem¬ 
orable day in the annals of the Institute. They bring 
home to us the fact that an establishment for techno¬ 
logical studies, intelligently directed in the spirit, let 
us say, of Karl Compton, can provide an environment 
for deepening our sense of spiritual values. These 
ornaments of your campus stand for Truth, for 
Beauty, for Loyalty toward our fellow men and Un¬ 
selfishness in the pursuit of learning. The most grate¬ 
ful thanks are due to all those — donors, architects, 
engineers, consultants, and, last not least, builders of 
all grades — who, together with the committee on 
the program of today, have brought us here. They 
have, all of them, helped to give us these new oppor¬ 
tunities for the pursuit of virtue and understanding. 
May these buildings then bear testimony through 
many centuries that here worked a generation, one 
out of many, which, bent on creative work and en¬ 
gaged for its own betterment on enlarging the area 
of man’s domination over the forces of nature, was 
forever mindful of the divine ordinances whose ob¬ 
servance can alone turn technology into the blessing 
its proper application will bring the human race. 
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Alumni and Officers in the News 


Proudly Presented 

Jerome C. Hunsaker’12, M.I.T. Pro¬ 
fessor of Aeronautical Engineering, 
Emeritus, Lecturer, and Chairman of the 
National Advisory Committee for Aero¬ 
nautics, was presented the Langley Gold 
Medal by the Smithsonian Institution. 
Dr. Hunsaker’s citation read in part as 
follows: . .in recognition of your 

unique and superlatively important con¬ 
tributions to aeronautics as a dis¬ 
tinguished designer of aircraft, as the 
creator of a great center for instruction in 
aeronautical engineering, and as the sci¬ 
entific genius under whose leadership the 
present-day N.A.C.A. has become the 
world’s greatest scientific aeronautical re¬ 
search organization.” The Langley Medal 
is presented by the Smithsonian Institu¬ 
tion “only upon occasion” — for especially 
meritorious investigations in the aero¬ 
nautical sciences. 

Kenneth E. Bell’17 is the recipient of 
the 1955 Honor Scroll of the New Eng¬ 
land Chapter of the American Institute of 
Chemists. The citation read as follows: 
“In recognition of his long service to 
chemists and chemical engineers in New 
England through his active participation 
in professional society affairs, and of his 
untiring work in bringing to the leather 
industry the benefits of modem tech¬ 
nology.” 

Charles Allen Thomas’24, President 
of the Monsanto Chemical Company and 
a key figure in the World War II atomic 
energy program, has been selected as 1955 
winner of the American Chemical Soci¬ 
ety’s Priestley Medal, highest honor in 
American chemistry. The medal goes to 
Dr. Thomas for “outstanding services to 
chemistry.” Presentation of the award 
will take place at the Society’s 128th na¬ 
tional meeting in Minneapolis next Sep¬ 
tember. 


A pplauded Appointments 

C. C. Fuller’18 has been appointed 
vice-president of the Foxboro Company, 
Foxboro, Mass. 

Harold C. Weber’18, M.I.T. Professor 
of Chemical Engineering, has been ap¬ 
pointed chief of the National Advisory 
Council by the Chief Chemical Officer, 
Major General William Creasy. 

Dana C. Huntington’21 was elected 
executive vice-president of the Dennison 
Manufacturing Company, Framingham, 
Mass. 

Augustus B. Kinzel’2I was elected 
vice-president of research, Union Carbide 
and Carbon Corporation. Dr. Kinzel has 
been engaged in research work with 
Union Carbide and Carbon Corporation 
since 1926. 

F. M. Banks’22, President and General 
Manager of the Southern California Gas 
Company, has been elected to the board 
of trustees of the California Institute of 
Technology. 

Duncan R. Linsley’22 has been 
elected to the new post of vice-chairman 
of the First Boston Corporation. 

Julius A. Stratton’23, Vice-president 
and Provost of M.I.T., has been appointed 
chairman of a committee formed in re¬ 
sponse to a request of the Administration 
that the National Academy of Sciences 
counsel with the government on its policy 
with regard to relationships between 
questions of loyalty and the awarding of 
government grants and contracts in sup¬ 
port of unclassified research. 

A. D. Matarese’24 has been elected 
president of the Brockton Taunton Gas 
Company, Brockton, Mass. 


John J. Wilson’29 has been elected 
president of the Datamatic Corporation, 
a company newly formed by The Minne- 
apolis-Honeywell Regulator Company and 
Raytheon Manufacturing Corporation to 
develop and exploit electronic data- 
processing techniques. 

Captain Philip W. Snyder’32, Com¬ 
mander of the Boston Naval Shipyard at 
Charlestown, Mass., has been promoted to 
rear admiral. 

Warren D. Ford’34 has recently been 
elected vice-president of the Jarvis Engi¬ 
neering Company, specialist in industrial 
refrigeration and air-conditioning. 

John T. Howard’35, Associate Profes¬ 
sor in the Department of City Planning 
at M.I.T., has been re-elected president 
of the American Institute of Planners. 

John F. Snow’ 35 has been named 
president of the Power Fan Manufactur¬ 
ers Association. The organization is made 
up of 33 member companies from all over 
the United States. 

Joseph A. McGinniss’40 was elected 
president of The Construction Specifica¬ 
tions Institute at the National Associa¬ 
tion’s eighth annual meeting in April, in 
Washington, D.C. 

Arthur Gingrande’41 has been ap¬ 
pointed acting chief engineer of CBS- 
Hytron’s local receiving tube operations, 
Newburyport, Mass. 

Walter H. Lob’ 41 has been made as¬ 
sociate professor of research in communi¬ 
cations at Northeastern University, Bos¬ 
ton, Mass. 

B. David Halpern’43 has been named 
research director of the Borden Com¬ 
pany’s Chemical Division Research Labo¬ 
ratory in Philadelphia, Pa. 


Obituary 

Herbert G. Pratt’85, January la.* 
Cassius Foster’90, July, 1954.' 

Frank M. Greenlaw’90, April 5.® 
Charles O. Lenz’92, April 5.® 

Fred B. Studley’93, March 9.® 

William R. Burrows’94, March 2.® 
Frank B. Masters’95, March 25. 

Harry J. Sheafe’95, January 19.® 
Charles A. Phillips’95, November 21, 
1954.® 

John W. Ames’95, December 17, 1954.® 
Charles K. Cummings’96, January 18.® 
David J. Spence’97, March 22.® 

Frank B. Perry’98, February 25.® 
Edward B. Richardson’98, March 5.® 
Arthur L. Hamilton’99, March 20.® 
Clinton D. Thurber’00, March 20. 
Charles Dennison’01, May. 

Edwin T. Robbins’01, March 15. 

George H. French’02, February 13.® 


Francis P. Galaher’02, March 17.® 
Frederick H. Hunter’02, March 31.® 
Philip C. Pearson’02, January 27.® 
James N. Gladding’05, January 31. 
George W. Fay Reed’05, March 15.® 
Walter L. Whittemore’05, March 20.® 
Paul N. Critchlow’06, January 2.® 
Samuel S. Darcan’06, November 30, 
1954.® 

Park V. Perkins’06, February 18.® 

John M. Fitzwater’10, March 21.® 
Henry R. Elwell’10, January 27, 1954. 
Eugene A. Coupal’11, February 15.® 
Stirling H. Harper’15, March 9. 
Marion W. Hulse’15, December 29, 
1954.® 

Charles W. Noyes’15, March 31.® 
Wallace S. Thomas’15, January 1.® 
Charles H. Chandleh’16, October, 
1954.® 

Roswell M. Rennie’16, March 3.® 


Edwin M. Woodward’17, March 24. 
Edwin J. Cameron’18, March 21. 

John Cosgrove’19, December 21.® 
Maurice de La Salle Kearney’21, date 
unknown.® 

Walter Maxwell Fife’21, April 22. 
Robert W. Learoyd’25, April 13. 
Charles II. Johnson, Jr.,’27, January 23. 
Norman M. Dahl’29, March 29. 

Agnew A. Talcott’32, March 23. 
Charles J. Alba’33, April 9.® 

Rodolfo R. Rosas’33, April 7. 

John Jennings Ferguson’37, March 8, 
1954. 

Dexter R. Wells’42, April 3. 

Harry B. Haiin’45, July, 1952. 

W. Danforth Compton’47, April 1. 
Francis B. Maxwell’49, October 21, 
1953.® 

Jay A. Carey’51, February 17. 

® Mentioned in Class Notes. 
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News from the Clubs and Classes 


CLUB NOTES 


Baltimore 

The weekly luncheon group of the 
M.I.T. Club of Baltimore held at the En¬ 
gineers' Club of Baltimore on Monday, 
March 21, 1955, had the pleasure of the 
attendance of Oscar H. Horovitz’22 who 
presented a colored sound movie on the 
new Hayden Memorial Library. This 
movie, which the State Department of our 
government found so interesting that it 
bought a copy to be shown through its 
information service, was thoroughly en¬ 
joyed by everyone. We hope we will be 
able to have Mr. Horovitz show us an¬ 
other of his excellent productions in the 
not too distant future. — Randolph J. 
Petersen’27, Secretary-Treasurer, 4007 
Deepwood Road, Baltimore 18, Md. 

Boston Luncheon 

At the meeting of the Boston Lunch¬ 
eon Club on March 17, 1955, 44 members 
were present to hear Antoine M. Gaudin, 
Richards Professor of Mineral Engineer¬ 
ing, talk on “Power Politics — Coal, Oil, 
and Uranium.” 

Uranium may well be king as a source 
of power 50 years from now, supplanting 
both oil and coal. Our present cost of 
producing electric energy using the fos¬ 
sil fuels ranges between four and seven 
mils a kilowatt hour in the United States 
and estimates are that the cost would be 
around 12 mils from uranium. Some ob¬ 
servers think that our estimates are too 
high, however, and one Canadian guess 
is around 10 mils. In any event, it seems 
certain that the costs can be reduced over 
a period, and in looking ahead at the 
future supply and demand for power, it 
seems safe to assume that uranium will 
become competitive with coal and oil 
and that our requirements for power will 
continue to grow at a rapid pace. 

Two features of uranium make it ex¬ 
ceedingly attractive as a source of power. 
One is that it is an eminently transport¬ 
able commodity, unlike coal and, to a 
lesser extent, oil and gas. Since one unit 
weight of U-235 has several million times 
the energy content of an equal unit 
weight of coal, the historical pattern of 
the growth of centers of culture in areas 
close to the sources of power will no 
longer be necessary. The second is that 
our supplies of fossil fuels will be ex¬ 
hausted eventually, and we must uncover 
alternative sources of energy if our civili¬ 
zation is to endure. Our coal supplies may 
last about several hundred years at their 
current rate of consumption. United 
States oil reserves are estimated at about 
20 years’ supply, and although it is true 
that the rate of discovery has managed 
to keep our reserves fairly constant at 
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this level. Professor Gaudin would haz¬ 
ard the guess that the world’s oil will 
probably not last as long as the coal. 
Uranium supplies, on the other hand, 
can provide somewhere between 10 and 
50 times as long a fueling of the economy 
as coal and oil. 

Power politics are likely to enter the 
picture both because of uranium’s at¬ 
traction as a future source of energy and 
because of its transportability, and of its 
geographic distribution. Deposits are 
found in the Colorado plateau, Florida 
phosphate rock, and in Kentucky shale, 
in this country. Canada has substantial 
mines, but the most important to date are 
in the Belgian Congo. Increasingly large 
quantities are also recovered now as a by¬ 
product from numerous gold mines in 
South Africa and this promises to become 
our largest source; Australia also has 
large deposits, and lesser sources occur 
in Sweden, Portugal, and central France. 
Behind the Iron Curtain are the estab¬ 
lished deposits in Bohemia, and perhaps 
others that we do not know about. In 
general, supplies are fairly widespread, 
but more spottily scattered than coal or 
oil. This situation means that if a large 
deposit were discovered in a small, back¬ 
ward, and weak country, the field would 
be open to power politics much more ag¬ 
gressive than we have ever seen in regard 
to fossil fuels. 

The current economics of uranium 
production are completely arbitrary, as 
the government establishes prices de¬ 
signed to pay the costs, depending on 
each mine, and to allow a profit. The 
commercial value of the metal is cur¬ 
rently nil, and will remain so until it be¬ 
comes competitive with coal and oil. Its 
value then may become very substantial, 
perhaps approaching that of gold. 

In reply to a question on production 
costs, Professor Gaudin said that the 
South African gold mines could operate 
profitably on gold recovery of as little as 
0.2 ounce, or $7.00 a ton. The milling 
and leaching with cyanide costs about 
$1.00 a ton, and the by-product recovery 
of uranium adds substantially to this 
processing cost, but not 10 times as much. 
— V. T. Estabrook’36, Secretary, B. 
Standish Ayer and McKay, Inc., 50 Con¬ 
gress Street, Boston 9, Mass. 

Central New York 

The M.I.T. Club of Central New York 
held their second meeting of the season 
at the University Club, Syracuse, N.Y., 
on March 23, 1955. Erwin H. Schell’12, 
Head of the Department of Industrial 
Management, addressed the group on 
“New Frontiers at M.I.T.” Professor 
Schell briefly described the current re¬ 
search activities of the various depart¬ 
ments in a nontechnical, highly interest¬ 
ing manner. This was Ladies Night, in 
honor of Mrs. Schell, who accompanied 
her husband. Notwithstanding the varied 


interests and technical knowledge of such 
a group, Professor Schell had the com¬ 
plete attention of everyone present 
throughout his talk. If there is any higher 
praise for a speaker, I do not know of it. 

Among those attending were: Mr. and 
Mrs. W. Kenneth Bodger’40, Joseph II. 
Copp’39, Mr. and Mrs. Donald W. Die- 
fendorf’30, Russell Eddy’33, Mr. and 
Mrs. Harold P. Gray’16, Mr. and Mrs. 
Edwin A. Gruppe’22, Mr. and Mrs. Rich¬ 
ard S. Haven’42, Mr. and Mrs. Luke S. 
Hayden’41, Elmer C. Hughes’30, Mr. and 
Mrs. Fred S. Hungerford’24, Mr. and 
Mrs. Marshall VV. Jennison’30, Mr. and 
Mrs. J. H. Kaiser’19, Mr. and Mrs. Don¬ 
ald L. Kidd’42, Mr. and Mrs. D. Earle 
MacLeod’38, Paul G. MacNeill’47, Irwin 
Manning, Leo J. Martin’48, Mr. and Mrs. 
Arthur E. Meling’22, Mr. and Mrs. 
John S. Middleton’29, Fred C. Mitchell, 
Jr., Mr. and Mrs. Edwin L. Moyer, 2-44, 
Mr. and Mrs. Dewey J. Sandell’49, and 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald E. Steams’29. Ham¬ 
ilton Herman'43, Special Administrative 
Assistant at the Institute, was in town that 
day and also attended our meeting. — 
Edwin L. Moyer, 2-44, Secretary, Box 
25, Colvin Station, Syracuse 1, N.Y. 

Chicago 

The coming of spring to Chicago 
brought with it the sound of the gurgling 
of oil as far as more than 100 members 
of the M.I.T. Club of Chicago and their 
guests were concerned, for this group 
heralded the advent of warm weather by 
gathering on Thursday, March 31, to 
hear David Shepard’26 discuss the inter¬ 
national oil situation. The dinner meet¬ 
ing, the fifth in this year’s interesting se¬ 
ries of events, was held at the Builders 
Club, a comfortable and friendly spot lo¬ 
cated high up in one of the Loop’s office 
buildings. With a number of the veteran 
members in attendance, every one was 
very glad to see many new faces as well 
as those of friends who hadn’t been able 
to get to meetings for some time. As a 
side line to the evening and contributing 
to the international flavor of the speaker’s 
subject, Gus Bouscaren’04 was heard 
talking to Pete Lavedan’20 in French 
about his recent travels in Europe and 
the Middle East. Especially well repre¬ 
sented at the meeting were Tech men 
from Standard Oil Company of Indiana. 

Following dinner President Bob Wise 
’28 announced the final meeting of the 
year as a luncheon to be held in May. 
Bob Gunness’34 introduced the speaker, 
who is a director of the Standard Oil 
Company of New Jersey; also a rotating 
member of the Executive Committee of 
the M.I.T. Corporation. Mr. Shepard 
spoke of the work being done by M.I.T. 
to train technicians for the future. As an 
example, a new course known as Course 
XXI was cited, which is to consist of 60 
per cent science and 40 per cent humani¬ 
ties. It was pointed out that a knowledge 
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of human relations is very important to 
the scientist. As an example Mr. Shepard 
discussed the breakdown of relations be¬ 
tween England and Iran over the Abadan 
Refinery which resulted from a lack of 
mutual confidence between the groups 
involved due to a breakdown in human 
relations. The problem was largely solved 
by a group of eight American oil firms 
who worked out a plan together and then 
as a group worked with the American 
State Department and the Iranian gov¬ 
ernment to build up mutual confidence 
and to start the oil flowing again. 

For a pleasant evening bouquets go to 
Bob Gunness’34 and Leonard Russum’47 
who had charge of the dinner arrange¬ 
ments. — Robert S. Fauhot, 2-44, Sec¬ 
retary, 4115 Ogden Avenue, Chicago 23, 
Ill. 

East Tennessee 

The University of Tennessee was host 
to the M.I.T. Club of East Tennessee at 
a dinner meeting held April 1 at the new 
Carolyn P. Brown Memorial University 
Center. Arrangements were made by 
Howard P. Emerson’28, Professor of In¬ 
dustrial Engineering, who found so many 
representatives of the University and lo¬ 
cal industry who wanted to hear our 
guest speaker that the M.I.T. men were 
nearly outnumbered. The occasion was a 
visit by Professor and Mrs. Erwin H. 
Schell’12. Professor Schell addressed us 
on his apparently favorite subject of 
“Training for Top Management.” He 
pointed out that executives should be 
specially trained because demand for 
them increases with the population, the 
trend is toward decentralization of top 
organization authority, a company must 
establish continued excellence of organi¬ 
zation, and the hazard of obsolescence is 
so great that executives part way up the 
ladder must be kept up to date. He gave 
us a complete description of the Sloan 
program for training executives at the In¬ 
stitute. 

Non-M.I.T. attendants were Nathan \V. 
Dougherty, Dean of Engineering at the 
University of Tennessee and President of 
the American Society for Engineering 
Education; Leonard Dugan, of Appala¬ 
chian Mills and the American Institute of 
Industrial Engineers; Allen H. Keally, 
Professor in the College of Business Ad¬ 
ministration, University of Tennessee; 
Mr. and Mrs. H. R. Werkheiser, repre¬ 
senting the Society for the Advancement 
of Management; and Messieurs Dykes, 
Huber, Lane, Mackle, and Swazey of 
various organizations at Oak Ridge. 
M.I.T. Alumni were Dr. and Mrs. Rob¬ 
ert D. BirkhofF45, Mr. and Mrs. How¬ 
ard P. Emerson’28, Mr. and Mrs. Ralph 
M. Ferry’12 (Ferry as a classmate 
introduced Professor Schell), Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert Forbes’33, President A. 
Carleton Jealous’42, Mr. and Mrs. Al¬ 
bert G. Kern’34, Archibald H. Kinghorn 
’20, Mr. and Mrs. George P. Palo’28, Mr. 
and Mrs. Robert R. Stephenson’51, Mr. 
and Mrs. Joseph D. Stout’47. 

Emerson’s part in arranging this fine 
meeting was particularly appreciated by 
your correspondent, who on March 4 had 
become incapacitated by an upper left 
arm fracture sustained in a stepladder 


accident while remodeling his home on a 
do-it-yourself basis. We are pleased to 
report that we are still doing it, two-hand 
operations being slightly impaired for a 
while, but no longer out of the picture. 

— Robert Forbes’33, Secretary-Treas¬ 
urer, TVA, 704 Union Building, Knox¬ 
ville, Tenn. 

Kentucky 

The M.I.T. Club of Kentucky has cli¬ 
maxed the spring season with two fine 
meetings. Our annual spring dinner 
meeting was held March 30 at the Louis¬ 
ville Country Club. Erwin H. Schell’12, 
Professor of Industrial Management, 
M.I.T., was our guest speaker, giving us 
a survey of “New Frontiers at M.I.T.” 
This very interesting talk, given in Pro¬ 
fessor Schell’s friendly manner, brought 
the members and guests up to date on 
the many projects which are under way 
at the Institute today. The presence of 
Mrs. Schell and the ladies added to the 
conviviality of the evening. Earlier in the 
day Professor Schell lunched with the 
Course XV Alumni and we all enjoyed 
reminiscing over old days at Tech. On 
April 4, the monthly luncheon meeting 
of the Club was held at General Electric 
Company’s Appliance Park where we 
were the guests of John R. Poteat’18. 
After a fine steak lunch we toured the 
Electric Range Division of the plant. 
Following this tour, Byron Burch’51, gave 
us a view of General Electric’s Univac 
installation. 

Those present at these meetings were: 
Frederick Stover’10, Everett Cowen’07, 
John R. Poteat’18, Craig P. Hazelet’18, 
Frank I. Fonaroff’22, Charles Breitbeil 
’22, Everett C. Brown’23, Albert M. 
Prentiss’25, Albert L. Entwhistle’26, Mel¬ 
vin Sack’28, Elmer Skonberg’29, Rich¬ 
ard F. Wilder’31, Arthur Cary’34, George 
Morrisette’35, Frank P. Wardwell, Presi- 
dent’38, Donald Dissly’43, John L. Daw¬ 
son, Jr.’44, James R. Kane’47, Franklin R. 
Amthor, Jr.’48, Howard D. Edwards’45, 
Harry S. Scales’46, Melvin E. Salveson 
’47, John D. Harms’48, Ted Metzger’50, 
Byron F. Burch’51, Eugene Koch’51, Da¬ 
vid R. Goodman’40, Walter R. Weeks’24. 

— James R. Kane’47, Secretary, 308 Bilt- 
more Road, Louisville 7, Ky. 

Northern New Jersey 

There was a meeting of the officers, 
Board of Governors, and committee 
chairmen on Wednesday, March 29, at 
the Hotel Suburban in East Orange at 
which time final plans were formulated 
for our last meeting of the year. This 
spring meeting will be a special gala af¬ 
fair commemorating the Club’s 20tli An¬ 
niversary. 

Clayton D. Grover’22 will be the mas¬ 
ter of ceremonies for this dinner meeting. 
All past-presidents have been invited and 
W. J. (Bill) Grady'22 will present the his¬ 
tory of the Club along with some of the 
spritely comments for which he is fa¬ 
mous. The guest list for this meeting in¬ 
cludes Dike Arnold’27, president-elect of 
the Alumni Association and D. P. Sev- 
erance’38, Secretary-Treasurer of the 
Alumni Association. The guest speaker for 
the evening will be John E. Arnold, As¬ 


sociate Professor of Mechanical Engi¬ 
neering, from the Institute, who will 
discuss “Creative Engineering.” It is 
hoped that all of you will be able to at¬ 
tend this 20th Anniversary meeting of the 
Club which is to be held on Wednesday, 
May 11, at the Hotel Suburban in East 
Orange. 

Treasurer Joe Wenick’21 reported on 
the status of the scholarship fund. As you 
all know, the Club is awarding a $500 
scholarship this year in honor of its 20th 
anniversary. To date 65 donors have given 
$644! So you can see we do have quite a 
lot of club spirit in that we exceeded our 
goal by nearly 30 per cent with the aver¬ 
age contribution being slightly less than 
$10 per donor. Congratulations to every¬ 
one of you who has helped to make this 
very noteworthy activity of the Club such 
a success. It is gratifying to know that a 
special project such as this could be 
self-supporting. Moreover, contributions 
are still coming in. We trust that future 
activities of this nature by the Club will 
be just as successful. 

Joe Wenick also reported that as of 
March 28, 1955, the Club had 185 mem¬ 
bers consisting of one honorary, 51 sus¬ 
taining, 110 active, 17 active (graduates 
out five years or less), and six active 
(graduates of the most recent class). In 
addition, there is cash on hand in the 
Club’s treasury of $1049.62 as of this 
date. — Stuart G. Stearns’39, Secre¬ 
tary, 25 Elmwood Place, Short Hills, 
N.J. John T. Reid’48, Assistant Secretary, 
80 Renshaw Avenue, East Orange, N.J. 

Southern California 

The M.I.T. Club of Southern Califor¬ 
nia held a dinner meeting March 24 at 
Los Angeles, attended by about 80 peo¬ 
ple. Following the reports of Program 
Chairman Tony Thormin’27 and Secre¬ 
tary Hal Seykota’39, President Sam Lun- 
deen’21 introduced the main speaker, H. 
Royce Greatwood’25, who talked about 
“The Orient — Its Economics, Ideologies 
and Political Background.” Colored 
slides illustrating the natural beauties of 
the Orient were shown and explained. 
The lecture was enjoyed by all. Among 
those attending were: Mr. and Mrs. Jo¬ 
seph Altieri’49, Mr. and Mrs. John M. 
Andreas’37, Mr. and Mrs. Hiram E. 
Beebe’10, Mrs. Kenneth Khan, Z. M. 
Briggs’00, Howard Britton’38, M. G. 
Communtzis’50, Mr. and Mrs. George M. 
Cunningham’27, H. S. Currier’13, Hom¬ 
er S. Davis’24, Richard S. DeWolfe’36, 
Mr. and Mrs. John F. Downing’46, 
Marc G. Dreyfus’50, F. E. Forbes’52, 
William K. Geist’50, Mr. and Mrs. 
Page E. Golsan’12, Mr. and Mrs. Page E. 
Golsan, Jr.’34, Mr. and Mrs. Albert E. 
Hayes, Jr.’42, Mr. and Mrs. Rockwell 
Hereford’24, William Hewitt’51, R. M. 
Kallejian’16, L. H. Littlefield’17, Mr. and 
Mrs. William C. Lynch’12, Samuel E. 
Lundeen’21, Mr. and Mrs. William FI. 
MacCallum’24, Everett Martin, Desaix B. 
Myers’08, Darrell R. Nordwall’21, Mrs. 
Virginia T. Norwood’47, Mr. and Mrs. 
J. W. Reis’19, Mr. and Mrs. Lewis P. 
Reitz, Jr.’37, Mr. and Mrs. W. B. Rivers 
T5, H. A. Schapiro’54, Mr. and Mrs. Wil¬ 
liam Seiler, Jr.’51, Harold R. Seykota’39, 
Louis Stark’50, Mr. and Mrs. Harold H. 
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Strauss’38, Anthony M. Thormin’27, Mr. 
and Mrs. William Van Vorst’43, Mr. and 
Mrs. F. II. Walcott’44, Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Welles’15, Mr. and Mrs. Fred¬ 
erick R. West, Jr.’54, Thor Wiener. 

The Club held a luncheon meeting on 
Thursday, April 14, at the Los Angeles 
Athletic Club. President Sam Lundeen’21 
introduced Zenas Briggs’OO, who was 
celebrating his 79th birthday. Sam pre¬ 
sented Mr. Briggs with an M.I.T. beer 
stein and with a birthday card auto¬ 
graphed by all those present. Program 
Chairman Tony Thormin’27 introduced 
Page Golsan, Sr.’12, who presented the 
speaker, John Barnes’28, who is now a 
professor at U.C.L.A., and who spoke on 
the subject “Automation.” In the discus¬ 
sion period that followed, the point was 
brought out that automatic machines 
will probably not be able, in the future, 
to reproduce themselves; therefore, au¬ 
tomation will never take the place of sex. 

About 35 Alumni attended, including: 
Bill MacCallum’24, Roger Hayward’22, 
Richard S. DeWolfe’36, Hiram E. Beebe 
TO, Stan Zemansky’37, Robert Wells’18, 
Zenas Briggs’OO, Virginia T. Norwood’47, 
Sam Lundeen’21, Elwin I. Noxon’47, 
Warner Knight’41, Hal Seykota’39, War¬ 
ren Murdock, Jr., 10—44, B. Burchard, 
Homer S. Davis’24, Alex Thackara’39, 
William L. Jaek’44, Lloyd T. Buell’05, 
Frank E. Reeves’24, Anthony Thormin 
’27, Page Golsan’12, John L. Bames’28, 
Bill Barton, 10-44, William K. Geist’49, 
Donald B. Guy’47, William R. Hewitt’51, 
Robert McKenzie’31, J. R. Mattson, U. of 
Minn.’49 — Harold R. Seykota’39, Sec¬ 
retary, c/o R. T. Collier Corporation, 714 
W. Olympic Boulevard, Los Angeles 15, 
Calif. 


CLASS NOTES 


• 1885 • 

Herbert G. Pratt died January 15, 1955, 
at his home, 100 Bellvue Street, Newton, 
Mass., after a prolonged illness. He was 
the first president of his Class and again 
during the past few years. A very fine 
and popular man, he entered the first 
class in electrical engineering that was 
established at M.I.T. After graduation he 
became treasurer of the Electric Light 
Company in West Newton, Mass. Later 
he became the first treasurer of the Sam¬ 
son Cordage Works, taking office in 1888 
and holding that position 50 years. In 
1916 after the death of James P. Tolman, 
the Company’s first president, Mr. Pratt 
was elected president and carried the du¬ 
ties of both president and treasurer until 
his retirement in 1938. He continued as 
a director until 1953, serving the Com¬ 
pany untiringly in this capacity for a total 
of 65 years. Quoting from the resolution 
passed by tire Directors in February of 
1955: “His foresight and diligence were 
largely responsible for the success and 
present standing of Samson Cordage 
Works. His character, his sense of fair¬ 
ness and his generosity endeared him to 
his many friends and associates through¬ 


out his long and useful life.” — Arthur K. 
Hunt, Secretary, Longwood Towers, 
Brookline 46, Mass. 

• 1890 • 

The 65th reunion notice brings replies 
from several who will not be with us. 
Creden writes from Butte, Mont.: “I can¬ 
not go, much as I would like to, not be¬ 
cause of my health, which is excellent for 
one of my age, without ache or pain any¬ 
where, and keen of mind and memory 
... I am afraid of the tiring effect of 
unaccustomed distant travel, and that is 
of determining importance. I will be too 
old for merry-making and back-slapping. 
I am just a tweedy pipe-smoker. . . . 
With cordial happy greetings to those 
who attend.” From Curtis, who spent 
two months in Florida this year, we have 
no reply. From De Bullet we have no 
direct word, but he contributes to the 
Alumni Fund from the Keswick Memo¬ 
rial, Keswick and 40th Street, Baltimore 
12, Maryland. Franklin Knight is “slightly 
arthritic” but able to walk two or three 
miles and enjoy it. He continues as Chap¬ 
lain of the Old Ladies Home, with regu¬ 
lar duties. He asks “God’s blessing for the 
members of the Class of 1890, always, 
and wherever they may be.” Flint’s ad¬ 
dress is now Box 201, West Chester, 
Pa. 

A year after Pierre du Pont’s death 
some additional information concerning 
his estate is being published, and a Phila¬ 
delphia correspondent believes over $70 
million may go to the Longwood Founda¬ 
tion, though the State of Pennsylvania has 
appointed three special attorneys general 
to press the claim that Pierre was a legal 
resident of that state, with inheritance 
taxes to be paid there. Cassius Foster, 
who took Course II but did not gradu¬ 
ate, died last July at South Hamilton, 
Mass., where he had been living with his 
daughter. For several years he lived in 
Toledo, and was connected with the To¬ 
ledo Bridge and Crane Company but by 
1936 he was at Burt Lake, Mich., and 
had retired. 

Frank Greenlaw died on April 5 after 
a four-day coronary illness. As reported 
in the April Review he had recently taken 
the lead in organizing the Newport Tax¬ 
payers Association, serving as its tempo¬ 
rary chairman. This was the last of a 
long series of public spirited activities 
with which Frank was connected. The 
Newport Mercury says he is believed to 
hold the record for long service to a city 
in uncompensated positions. As a mem¬ 
ber of the Board of Health for 50 years 
he was responsible for milk pasteuriza¬ 
tion after a diphtheria epidemic, the se¬ 
curing of dental care for school children, 
and founded the Public Nursing Service. 
He personally supervised the sewer sys¬ 
tem planning, the various major projects, 
the layout of the main and the sewage 
treatment plants. From George Gilmore’s 
notes we learn that after leaving Tech he 
put in two years at Brown University, 
took a course at Harvard, and taught at 
various New England High Schools. In 
1904 he became head of the Rogers High 
School, and director of the Coles Labo¬ 
ratories at Newport, R.I. — George A. 
Packard, Secretary, 25 Avon Street, 
Wakefield, Mass. 


• 1892 . 

Charles O. Lenz died at his home in 
Summit, N.J., after a long illness. He was 
with us in the School of Mechanical Arts 
and at a number of class reunions in the 
past. He leaves a wife, Elizabeth Carver, 
son Winthrop and two daughters, Mrs. 
Douglas Levick of Princeton, N.J., and 
Mrs. Proctor Baker, of Vernon, N.J. The 
Secretary is looking forward to a meeting 
with classmates at our reunion this com¬ 
ing June. — Charles E. Fuller, Secre¬ 
tary, Box 144, Wellesley 81, Mass. 

• 1893 • 

Just about the time the Class of 1893 
is having its reunion the June issue of 
The Review will be in their hands. It is 
interesting to note in letters we have 
received from Mrs. Edna Wadsworth 
Moody that her book We Are Here — 
Why? has been republished by Marshall 
Jones Company of Francestown, N.H. We 
are sure that the many fine letters Mrs. 
Moody has received since the book was 
first published have made her very 
happy. Since the last issue of The Re¬ 
view we received a letter from Mrs. Fred 
Studley advising us that her husband 
and our classmate passed away on March 
9, 1955, after a year of failing health. 
Mrs. Studley’s letter makes mention of 
the pleasure her husband received in 
reading about his classmates in the Class 
Notes. — George B. Glidden, Secretary, 
99 Chauncy Street, Boston 11, Mass. 
Gertrude B. Currie, Assistant Secretary, 
c/o Fay, Spofford and Thorndike, 11 
Beacon Street, Boston 8, Mass. 

• 1894 • 

Thanks to the Secretary of the Class of 
1921, a clipping from the Newark Eve¬ 
ning News of March 3 was forwarded to 
the Secretary, and brought to him the 
unhappy tidings of the demise of another 
of our classmates of the early years. Wil¬ 
liam Russell Burrows of 378 Oakwood 
Avenue, Orange, N.J., a retired vice- 
president of the General Electric Com¬ 
pany, died on March 2 at the 
Presbyterian Hospital after a brief illness. 
He was 82 years of age. Burrows was a 
native of Lynn, and entered the Institute 
of Technology from there in September 
1890, but did not return after the fresh¬ 
man year. The clipping was in error in 
stating that he received the M.I.T. de¬ 
gree in electrical engineering, although 
his life was spent in this field. 

Apparently he was a resident of New¬ 
ark in 1891 for he lived there for 33 years, 
and then 30 years in Orange. He found 
employment with the General Electric 
Company, and was associated with that 
company for more than 50 years in Sche¬ 
nectady and in New York, and in this 
period he advanced to the position of 
vice-president in charge of manufactur¬ 
ing. He retired in 1945. He was a mem¬ 
ber of Essex County Country Club and 
of the Highland Park, Florida, Club. In¬ 
terested in civic and religious affairs, he 
was for some time the superintendent of 
the Sunday School of First Baptist Ped- 
die Memorial Church. He leaves his wife, 
Mrs. Helen Liese Burrows, two sons, Wil¬ 
liam R., Jr., of Pittsfield, Mass., and 
Alan L. of Schenectady, a daughter, Mrs. 
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Philip Reagan of Pittsburgh, and eight 
grandchildren. Although he found it im¬ 
possible to maintain his interest in the 
Class in an active way he generously con¬ 
tributed to the class fund presented to 
the Institute at the time of our fiftieth 
anniversary of graduation. Like so many 
others in the early days he apparently 
appreciated his Technology connection 
and was a loyal alumnus. We regret his 
passing, and extend our sympathy to the 
family. 

The Secretary writes too much about 
himself, but feels sure that members of 
the Class will be pleased to learn that, 
quite unknown to himself, the Executive 
Committee of the Refrigeration Research 
Foundation has recently voted to estab¬ 
lish a graduate fellowship to bear the 
name of your Secretary. Details are now 
lacking, but it will be of national charac¬ 
ter and the research work of the recipient 
may be done in any institution in the 
U.S. or abroad which has the proper fa¬ 
cilities to promote scientific work in a 
field which will advance the broad use¬ 
fulness of refrigeration in the service of 
man. This notable action has come about 
presumably because ever since the es¬ 
tablishment of the Refrigeration Research 
Foundation in 1943 your Secretary has 
been the chairman of the Hoard of Gov¬ 
ernors, and one of a group which repre¬ 
sents the broad public interests in this 
field of science and engineering. It is his 
hope, of course, that M.I.T. may often 
be the institution sought by the recipient 
because of its high reputation and excep¬ 
tional facilities for advanced study in the 
broad field of food technology and re¬ 
frigeration engineering. — Samuel C. 
Prescott, Secretary, Room 16-317, 
M.I.T., Cambridge, Mass. 

• 1893 • 

Unfortunately we must add to our 
necrology records. Harry Jones Sheafe, 
Course III, passed on January 19, 1955, 
at his home, 152 Tuscaloosa Avenue, 
Atherton, Calif. Harry’s disposition amply 
fitted his choice to be a mining engineer. 
In June, 1895, he went to Alaska, near 
Juneau, operating gold mines until the 
fall of 1898. In 1899 — mine foreman. 
Cripple Creek, Colo.; 1900 — amalgama¬ 
tor in Stamp Mills in Oregon; 1901 — 
superintendent Native Silver Bell Mine, 
in British Columbia. From 1902 to 1909 
he was mining engineer for Pierre Loril- 
lard, N.Y.; 1909-1914 — mine owner and 
operator in California. From 1916 on he 
operated as consulting mining engineer. 
He joined the Engineers Corps in Feb¬ 
ruary 1917, and for two years he saw 
service as Captain, Engineers, U.S. Army. 
While in France he volunteered for gas 
service and went to the Army Gas School 
at Langres for a month’s training. He was 
made Chief Gas Officer of the 82nd Divi¬ 
sion and served in this capacity for six 
months; being relieved of duty he re¬ 
turned to tlie United States and was 
mustered out at Camp Kendrick, N.J., 
December 1918. Our class records con¬ 
tain transcripts of many of his interesting 
yet somewhat harrowing personal experi¬ 
ences while in Army service. During his 
later years he followed his consulting 
work. In June, 1951, he finally settled in 
Atherton, Calif. 


Word received through the Alumni 
Register tells of the passing of Charles 
Abbott Phillips, Course IV, on Novem¬ 
ber 21, 1954. Phillips was with the Class 
from 1892-1895. The Class has little in¬ 
formation of his life work, other than he 
entered real estate business in Evanston, 
Ill., after leaving Tech, and continued in 
this capacity for many years. 

John W. Ames, Course IV, passed on 
December 17, 1954. Ames was originally 
affiliated with the Class of 1898, but dur¬ 
ing the early 30’s he transferred his “af¬ 
fection” to the Class of 1895. He was first 
located at 15 Exchange Street, Boston; 
his latest address was 150 East 81st 
Street, New York. Information of his 
passing was received from clipping. 

Andy Fuller recently received a letter 
from Mrs. (Margaret) Fay Reed, now liv¬ 
ing at 45 Heath Park Avenue, Cardiff, 
Glam, Wales, England, stating that her 
husband, George W. Fay Reed, had 
passed on March 15, 1954. Reed was 
with the Class from 1891-1893, in 
Course III, X. For some time your Secre¬ 
tary had no other address than c/o Or- 
chestrelle Company, London, England. 
Finally during November, 1934, he was 
located at Hotel BelGrair, East Bourne, 
Sussex, England. Since 1934 we have had 
no word of his doings or whereabouts. 
Fuller’s memorandum brings us up to 
date. 

Dr. Walworth has returned to Andover 
after his winter sojourn in Florida. Per- 
ley F. Gilbert is now living at 25 Bartlet 
Street, Andover, Mass. — Luther K. Yo¬ 
der, Secretary, 69 Pleasant Street, Ayer, 
Mass. 

. 1896 . 

Your Secretaries send greetings and 
trust that your plans for out of door rec¬ 
reation may not be hampered by too re¬ 
stricted planning by your physicians. 
There have been some inquiries as to 
what extent the Class of 1896 will honor 
the coming Alumni celebrations. It oc¬ 
curs to the Secretaries that we repeat the 
general plans of last year. In other words, 
having a 1896 class room at the Statler 
Hotel for general purposes of resting be¬ 
fore the annual banquet and enjoying 
discussion of current subjects at our 
leisure. The cocktail hour will be injected 
we hope painlessly from four o’clock on. 
We received a word from Henry Hedge, 
who seems in excellent spirits and en¬ 
joying good health. Have received notice 
of the death of Charles K. Cummings, 
Prides Crossing, Mass., on January 18, 
1955. The following letters from our 
classmates Marshall Leighton and Henry 
Sears will be of interest to all of you. 

“Dear John: What are the plans for 
this coming June? Hope I am not too 
‘previous,’ but your newsy column in the 
March Review has wakened me a bit. I 
wish we might have another get-together 
soon. It would be lots of fun to ‘chin’ 
with Henry Waterman about a trip in my 
Sophomore year at M.I.T. to Grand Pre, 
Henry Hedge and I should swap fishing 
yams. Myron Pierce perhaps would tell 
me of his success with the ‘would-be’ de¬ 
spoilers of Boston Common. The years 
have dealt kindly with me. I have taught 
math classes until last January and still 
go on with tutoring work. The Faculty 


here at the University have been most 
friendly and my students most apprecia¬ 
tive of my work for and with them. I do 
not feel ‘put away on the shelF by any 
manner of means. I live with my daugh¬ 
ter and my three grandchildren: Natalie, 
19, Kent and Page, twin boys, 15. Here’s 
hoping I may be able to see them all 
through college. Enclosed is a small 
check that I want you to add to our class 
fund. Best of wishes to you and Fred. 
Henry K. Sears.” From Marshall Leigh¬ 
ton we received the following: “Dear 
John: The interesting statement of our 
beloved Class Secretaries, set out in the 
March number of The Technology Re¬ 
view, reintroduces my oft-repeated ques¬ 
tion, namely, ‘How many members of my 
Class are still active in their professions 
or businesses?’ From your March state¬ 
ment, it appears that Litchfield and Hyde 
are still pushing along, and while the 
paragraph about Coolidge gives no as¬ 
sured information, it is a fair inference 
that he is active, notwithstanding the 
statement that he was ‘formerly vice- 
president and director of research for the 
General Electric Company.’ To me this is 
cheering news. Sometimes I have won¬ 
dered if I were the only classmate still 
daily pursuing the old job. The possibility 
that it might be so has given me a lone¬ 
some feeling, but now that I have assur¬ 
ance that there are others, I can proceed 
on my course with the comforting 
thought that I am not such a queer old 
codger after all. I suppose that it would 
be a tedious job to compile and publish 
a list of tlie fellows, classified into ‘re¬ 
tired’ and ‘active.’ It would probably be 
incorrect as to any subsequent date, but 
it would doubtless make interesting read¬ 
ing. 

“Every little while I come across Bill 
Clifford at the Metropolitan Club here. 
He continues to be as interesting as he 
was when we were boys together up in 
Portland, Maine. Mrs. Clifford also is a 
native of that place, and a long time ago 
we three attended the same grammar 
school. Bill and Mrs. Clifford still occupy 
their country residence out in Aldie, Va., 
and their sons have grown up to be Vir¬ 
ginia gentlemen. I continue to be retained 
as consulting engineer by many electric 
public utility companies, and especially 
during the past five years, have been ac¬ 
tive in doing my share of the work in 
connection with large hydroelectric in¬ 
stallations, especially in the Pacific North¬ 
west. This may seem to be a strange 
destination for a Course VII man, but it 
has been proved over and over again, that 
usually the receipt of a diploma signifies 
merely that the recipient is fairly quali¬ 
fied to start on an intelligent apprentice¬ 
ship. Your reference to Oliver Wendell 
Holmes’ 'The Last Leaf on the Tree’ is 
particularly gracious. Whether or not it 
shall prove that I or some other class¬ 
mate shall be that last leaf is, of course, 
to be determined by a kind Providence. 
I proceed from day to day in a manner 
appropriate to my age and fairly sound 
condition of health, and if it shall eventu¬ 
ate that I am not to be that last leaf, that 
will be all right too. Widi high regard, 
Marsh.” — John A. Rockwell, Secretary, 
24 Garden Street, Cambridge 38, Mass. 
Frederick W. Damon, Assistant Secre- 
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tarty, Commander Hotel, Cambridge 38, 
Mass. 

• 1897 • 

It is clear that others besides members 
of our Class read these Class Notes. As 
proof of the above statement the Decem¬ 
ber issue of The Review had just been 
distributed when some enterprising re¬ 
porter of the Chicago Tribune copied in 
full Irenee du Pont’s letter which ap¬ 
peared in the 1897 December Class Notes, 
and the copy appeared in the Chicago 
Tribune of December 12 accompanied by 
a very poor picture of our classmate. The 
headline of the article which was sent to 
the Alumni Office by a clipping bureau 
reads: “Du Pont with no T.V. gives 
thumbnail sketch of life.” Later Proctor 
Dougherty writes that “In the March is¬ 
sue of Holiday, page 108, there was a 
picture of Irenee sitting on the end of a 
table in his Wilmington home ‘Granogue.’ 
It describes him as being hale and hearty 
at 78 and he certainly looked so in his 
comfortable sitting room.” 

A letter from George Wadleigh dated 
March 15 proves that his strenuous ef¬ 
forts in solicitation for the Alumni Fund 
is producing excellent results and that 
1897’s record in the past is not only being 
well maintained but even exceeded be¬ 
cause of his good work. As of that date 
he wrote, “1897 is at the top in the per¬ 
centage of the members of the Class con¬ 
tributing and our average contribution is 
double the average gift from all classes. 
Not bad but we can do better. I will send 
you a list of those who have contributed 
and you may be able to add to those who 
have not but might.” Doubtless everyone 
realizes that this year’s proceeds of the 
Alumni Fund will go to the Karl Taylor 
Compton Memorial Laboratory. Further¬ 
more, when the drive is over, an anony¬ 
mous donor has agreed to double the total 
amount received and also two or more 
corporations have agreed to double the 
amounts given by their employees so that 
in such cases an individual’s subscription 
will be multiplied at least by three if not 
by four. We should all try to make the 
most of this opportunity for M.I.T. 

We were glad to learn from Don Sev¬ 
erance, Alumni Secretary, that, whether 
they subscribe or not, the members of all 
classes 50 years out and over get com¬ 
plimentary copies of The Technology Re¬ 
view for 1955. This means that you are 
all being kept posted as to what news 
we have been able to extract from your 
mostly inarticulate classmates. You know 
as well as we do the interest Alumni take 
in reading the Class Notes. Therefore, 
we hope you will take the opportunity to 
send in some news about yourself and 
other classmates with whom you are in 
contact. We hope to see you in Cam¬ 
bridge on Alumni Day to renew old 
acquaintances. 

We learned with regret from the office 
of the Alumni Register the sad news of 
the death on March 22, 1955, of David J. 
Spence, 3563 University Street, Mont¬ 
real, Canada. As an undergraduate he 
was in Course IV. Walter F. Buck, 
Course VI, has moved to 324 Myrtle 
Street, Manchester, N.H. — John P. Ils- 
i.ey, Secretary Pro-tem, 26 Columbine 
Road, Milton 87, Mass. 


• 1898 • 

Another proud father! It just comes 
out unconsciously. Ray Faught, 201 
Athol Gate Lane, Baltimore 29, Md., has 
been kind enough to write us an inter¬ 
esting letter about himself and family, 
from which we quote in part. “Ray, Jr., 
is a chemical engineer. He has specialized 
in instrumentation and process control. 
He is supervisor of instrumentation on 
the atomic submarine, Sea Wolfe. He has 
been writing this year a section of the 
instrument Handbook on the subject of 
measurement of liquid metals. He gave a 
paper on instrumentation to the Albany 
section and was invited to give it before 
the Boston section.” 

Then follow interesting details of 
Faught family life, first, second and third 
generation; three grandchildren, boys; 
the celebration of Ray, Sr.’s, 80th birth¬ 
day; the finishing of two rooms in Ray, 
Jr.’s, attic, in which Ray, Sr., happily 
participated; Ray, Sr., as “Chief cook and 
bottle washer” when he and his son were 
left alone for two weeks. It will be re¬ 
membered that Mr. and Mrs. Ray C. 
Faught, Jr., attended certain of the fea¬ 
tures of ’98’s Golden Anniversary. 

Concerning his own and wife’s activity 
Ray writes, “We live in our old home 
place, four acres in the city, an old time 
estate with 100 year shade trees of some 
50 varieties. Have a large vegetable gar¬ 
den, apples, pears, cherries, plums, 
peaches and raspberries. Am beginning to 
fear I can’t keep it up much longer, 
though I say, ‘if you keep moving, they 
won’t put you underground.’ Mrs. Faught 
has a lot of shrubs and perennial flowers; 
crocus, scilla and jonquils are out and you 
can see golden forsythia in any direction 
around the borders. We have lived here 
31 years and Ray, Jr., grew up here from 
three years, so we love the place.” 
Thanks, Ray, for a delightful and informa¬ 
tive letter. 

Our distinguished classmates, Roger 
Babson and Lester Gardner, are always 
in the news. Those who attended the 
Fifty-fifth Reunion will remember the 
Babson World Globe which was then in 
the initial stage of construction. It is now 
nearing completion, as evidenced by the 
following descriptions in the press. On 
the front page of the Christian Science 
Monitor of March 29, 1955, there is a 
large picture of the globe with annota¬ 
tion beneath, “Babson World Globe 
Takes Shape. At the cost of approxi¬ 
mately $200,000 Babson Institute has 
nearly completed what it calls ‘the world’s 
greatest revolving globe’ on the Insti¬ 
tute’s campus in Wellesley, Mass. The 
globe is about 28 feet in diameter and 
the total weight is 37.5 tons. It is intended 
to show how the world would look from 
a distance of 5,000 miles and will be used 
in visual teaching to make students more 
world minded. Scale of the world map 
is 24 miles to the inch.” 

In the Boston Herald of April 8, there 
is another picture of the globe, with a 
workman standing on top, about one 
tenth the height of the globe, with the 
comment, “This World Is Easily Patched 
Up — A workman stands atop a $200,000 
steel globe of the world nearing comple¬ 
tion at Wellesley. To be used by geog¬ 


raphy students at Babson Institute of 
Business Administration, it is 30 feet in 
diameter, weighs 40 tons and can be ro¬ 
tated at an angle. Although Formosa and 
controversial islands along the China 
coast have not been added yet, Babson 
officials say globe is designed so each of 
approximately 500 plates can be removed 
for changes to keep up with world 
events.” 

On the occasion of the 200th anni¬ 
versary of Columbia University, Lester 
Gardner took part in a ceremony as de¬ 
scribed in the “Aeronautical Engineering 
News” of March, 1955, as follows: 

“I.A.S. Plaque Unveiled at Columbia 
University. On December 22, a plaque 
given to Columbia University by the In¬ 
stitute of the Aeronautical Sciences was 
unveiled in the entrance lobby of Co¬ 
lumbia’s Pupin Physics Laboratories by 
Major Lester D. Gardner, I.A.S. Founder. 
Speaking briefly at the unveiling, Major 
Gardner recalled the part played by Co¬ 
lumbia in the Institute’s early years and 
stated that the Institute had held its 
Founders’ Meeting and many subsequent 
meetings in Pupin. The plaque was ac¬ 
cepted on behalf of Columbia University 
by its President, Grayson Kirk, before a 
group that included university officials 
and I.A.S. Founder members. The 
plaque, which is mounted in Pupin’s en¬ 
trance lobby, bears the following inscrip¬ 
tion: ‘In appreciation of its generous 
hospitality for many years, this plaque 
is given to Columbia University in its bi¬ 
centennial year by the Institute of the 
Aeronautical Sciences, which was 
founded in the Pupin Physics Labora¬ 
tories in 1932.’ ” There is a fine snapshot 
of Lester, standing in front of and point¬ 
ing to the newly unveiled plaque. 

It will be remembered that there was 
a letter from Maurice Delano in the 
February Review, giving the new address 
of Haverton, Pa. When we were in Phila¬ 
delphia recently visiting Professor and 
Mrs. Holden Furber, Mrs. Furber, 
daughter Elizabeth, drove us over to call 
on Del and daughter, Mrs. Polishook. 
While the two classmates reminisced 
about undergraduate days, class re¬ 
unions, and classmates et al, the daugh¬ 
ters visited. Two fine grandchildren, a 
son and a daughter, came home from 
school and were introduced; and a young 
dog added to the gaiety of the occasion. 
Before we knew it two hours had passed 
by. Tea was served and the visitors de¬ 
parted, with the happy comments that 
we must meet again. 

Two of our classmates have recently 
passed within the Unseen Temple: 
Frank B. Perry on February 25, 1955, 
and Edward B. Richardson on March 5, 
1955. We are hoping to secure details 
concerning the careers of these classmates 
to be included in later Class Notes. — 
Edward S. Chapin, Secretary, 463 Com¬ 
mercial Street, Boston 13, Mass. El¬ 
liot R. Barker, Assistant Secretary, 20 
Lombard Road, Arlington, Mass. 

• 1899 • 

Our Class President for many years, 
Arthur L. Hamilton, died at his home 
“The Pasture” at Sugar Hill, New Hamp¬ 
shire, on Sunday, March 20. Ham, as he 
was affectionately known by his inti- 
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mates, was not able, on account of his 
health, to attend the class reunion last 
June and was greatly missed by all, in¬ 
cluding your Secretary, who has several 
times called on Ham at his rambling 
home on the mountain side. We will miss 
his dry laconic humor so characteristic of 
northern New England. Miles S. Sher¬ 
rill, who attended Andover Academy 
with Ham and thus has known him for 
64 years, has kindly agreed to prepare a 
biographical sketch which will appear in 
a later issue of The Review. 

Hervey Skinner to whom I sent the 
book by Edwin Sutermeister, entitled 
The Story of Papermaking, writes me as 
follows: “This book is an excellent trea¬ 
tise on the subject of paper making. As 
the name implies, it is a ‘story’ written 
for the casual reader unfamiliar with the 
technical principles of paper making, but 
who would like to get a general picture 
of how paper is made. Sutermeister be¬ 
gins his ‘story’ by telling of the early 
methods employed by man in recording 
his achievements before the development 
of alphabetical characters. He discusses 
the various fibers used in making paper 
and a very general description of various 
processes of chemical treatment neces¬ 
sary to condition the fibers so that they 
can be converted into paper on the paper 
making machines. Included at the end 
of the book Sutermeister has given a list 
of about one hundred varieties of paper 
products with some description of their 
uses.” 

Edmund T. Stewart, IV, is another 
member of the Class who is still very 
much on the active list. He is licensed 
to practice as a registered architect, not 
only in his home state, New York, but 
also in Florida. He has been particularly 
busy in Jacksonville where he aided in 
the designing of several new buildings 
for the University of Florida at Gaines¬ 
ville. He also has revised real estate maps 
of Jacksonville. In New Rochelle, N.Y., 
where he lives, he has made plans for new 
stores, apartment buildings, and has made 
sketches for headquarters for the Veter¬ 
ans of Foreign Wars Building. 

In a letter from Fred Waddell, he said 
his granddaughter, who attended the last 
class reunion with him, wished to be re¬ 
membered to all members of the Class 
whom she met. — B. R. Rickabds, Sec¬ 
retary, 381 State Street, Albany, N.Y. 
Mu.es S. Richmond, Assistant Secretary, 
Little Compton, R.I. 

• 1901 • 

This month the notes will consist en¬ 
tirely of reports from classmates in their 
replies to the Class Letter. Albert Ga- 
lusha, II, from N.J., says in part: “While 
at M.I.T. I started research on gas pro¬ 
ducers. Now 55 years later, I am still at 
it. Gas from some of my producers was 
used by the U.S. government to make 
the largest gun ever made. Gas from 
my producers is used to produce nickel 
from low grade nickel ore. I have users 
of these producers starting to use them to 
make low cost first class fertilizer so as 
to perhaps grow twice as much per acre 
of land cultivated by the farmers. With 
best wishes to everybody.” Clarence 
Brown, IV, of Haddon Heights, N.J., re¬ 
ports as follows: "Have been connected 
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with building construction ever since 
leaving Tech, for the past 30 years, with 
a firm of building contractors in Phila¬ 
delphia, and from which I retired in 1951. 
Since then have managed to keep busy 
with limited activities at home in the 
way of gardening and odd jobs. Mrs. 
Brown and I celebrated our golden wed¬ 
ding anniversary in June 1952. We have 
three children and three grandchildren. 
I enjoy the Class Notes and was par¬ 
ticularly interested in seeing recent men¬ 
tion in The Review of two of my 
classmates who graduated with me from 
Newton High School in 1897 and of 
whom I had lost all trace. I refer to 
Charlie Flint and Allen McDaniel. Al 
Higgins was another and I saw him at 
our 50th reunion in 1947 in Newton. Was 
sorry to hear of his death. Another was 
Perkins Boynton, XI, who has been in 
Clarksburg, W. Va., for a number of years 
and recently retired.” Ralph Robinson, 
V, writing from Florida in February, 
says: “Since moving here four years ago, 
we are astounded at the rapidity of the 
growth of Southern Florida. Over 400 
new houses are built each month in Fort 
Lauderdale alone. But when one sees the 
all year beautiful flowers, the hundreds 
of canals and our beaches and the 
wonderful climate and chances for swim¬ 
ming, golf and fishing, one can under¬ 
stand why so many people are coming 
here to live. I am still Honorary Secre¬ 
tary for M.I.T. and I interview over 50 
prospective students a year. M.I.T. is 
very highly regarded here and we are 
sending a lot of fine boys to Tech.” 
Charlie Tufts, X, in New York, writes: 
“Sorry to note the passing of so many 
of our men, and particularly Fred Sexton. 
He not only had much ability but was a 
fine companion. I have less than usual to 
report. As the years gather, we move 
more slowly and reluctantly. Recently 
the local M.I.T. Club gave a dinner meet¬ 
ing at which Drs. Norbert Wiener and 
Gordon Brown gave excellent addresses. 
It was a shock to find that apparently 
with only one exception, I was the most 
ancient among the 500 plus Alumni pres¬ 
ent.” 

Will Kelley, VI, writing from Illinois 
in February, says: “Mrs. Kelley and I 
are just leaving for a two months’ cruise 
to the Mediterranean countries on the 
Holland-American Line. We are still 
planning to come to the 55th class re¬ 
union.” Joseph Gund, I, of Freeport, Ill., 
writes that he is still active in paving 
contracting and afraid to quit. Roger 
Wight, XIII, in Harwich Port, Mass., re¬ 
ports: “Had a good real estate business 
last year but it has kept me almost busier 
than I wanted to be and I had almost 
decided to take down my sign. However, 
inquiries continue to come in without 
much advertising and I’ll probably carry 
on at a somewhat slower pace. My wife 
and I had planned on a trip South either 
this month (February) or next, but the 
Mrs. fell Sunday evening on the kitchen 
floor and my doctor thinks she has a frac¬ 
tured right leg and possibly her hip, so 
she is now in the Cape Cod Hospital and 
may have to be there for a number of 
weeks, so our trip is off indefinitely, but 
we both continue to look forward to the 
55th anniversary of M.I.T. 1901 in 1956.” 


Robert Brown, XI, of Mineola, N.Y., says: 
“Nothing much to report. I retired from 
engineering some years ago. My hobby 
is photography the year around and gar¬ 
dening in the summer. A serious opera¬ 
tion a few months ago has rather slowed 
me up for the time being, but I expect 
to be going strong by the time garden 
work begins in the spring. To keep me 
out of mischief I am treasurer of our 
church.” Here endeth the lesson for this 
month. — Theodore H. Taft, Secretary, 
Box 124, East Jaffrey, N.H. Willard W. 
Dow, Assistant Secretary, 78 Elm Street, 
Cohasset, Mass. 

• 1902 • 

Death has taken a heavy toll from our 
Class since the last Notes. Philip C. Pear¬ 
son died at Fair Lawn, N.J., on January 
27, 1955, where he was serving as Rector 
of the Church of Atonement (Episcopal). 
Pearson was a member of Course V and 
followed chemistry for about two years 
when he became interested in the min¬ 
istry and took up theological studies. He 
was for three years a student at the Gen¬ 
eral Theological Seminary in New York 
City. On May 26, 1907, he was made a 
deacon and the following year he did 
graduate work at the Seminary and Co¬ 
lumbia University. In the meantime he 
did practical work at St. Agnes Chapel, 
Trinity Parish and in 1908 was ordained 
priest. After four months’ travel in Eng¬ 
land, Scotland, and Wales and a short 
period of practical work as one of the 
Curates of Old Trinity, he became in 
1909 the Rector at Christ Church, Ridge¬ 
wood, N.J. Then he was successively 
Rector of St. Michael’s Church in Nau¬ 
gatuck, Conn., and of the Trinity Epis¬ 
copal Church in New Castle, Pa. Later 
in his career he became Chenango County 
Missioner and Dean of the Third District 
Diocese of Central New York, making his 
residence in Norwich, N.Y. He was very 
successful in this assignment and greatly 
enjoyed his pastoral duties although the 
wide-spread field made his work some¬ 
what strenuous. In 1951 he became Rec¬ 
tor of the Church of Atonement in Fair 
Lawn which lessened his labors and 
brought him nearer his son and daugh¬ 
ter and two grandchildren. His wife, 
Emma Scanlon Pearson, survives him. 
Pearson was a native of Newburyport. 

A clipping from the Berkshire Eagle, 
Pittsfield, Mass., records the death of 
George H. French on February 13, 1955. 
He will perhaps be remembered by some 
as a member of the class football team 
and a tackle on the varsity team in the 
fall of 1900. He was a native of Pitts¬ 
field and had lived there most of his 
life. In 1915 he established the Berkshire 
Electric Company which later in 1920 
became the present Electric Supply and 
Repair Company of which he was presi¬ 
dent until 1953 when his son, John K. 
French, became its head. French was 
very active in community affairs, attend¬ 
ing the First Congregational Church and 
having membership in all the Masonic 
bodies including Melha Temple and the 
Berkshire Shrine. He is survived by his 
son, a daughter, Mrs. Stillman D. Covell 
of Fort Campbell, Ky., and five grand¬ 
children. Mrs. French, the former Flor¬ 
ence Murray, died in October, 1953. 
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Francis B. Galaher passed away in St. 
Petersburg, Fla., after a long illness on 
March 17, 1955. He had retired some 
years ago and made his home in Box- 
ford, Mass. Previous to his retirement he 
had been chief mechanical engineer for 
the Hood Rubber Division of the B. F. 
Goodrich Company in Watertown. Earlier 
in his career he had been with the Stone 
and Webster Engineering Corporation, 
then becoming associated with the H. M. 
Hope Engineering Company of which he 
was vice-president. He leaves his wife, 
Charlotte Adams Galaher, and three sons, 
Edward W. and Abbott S. of North And¬ 
over, and Robert of Portland, Oregon, 
and a daughter, Mrs. Mary A. Buchan 
of Portland, Maine. The Class was rep¬ 
resented at his funeral by Dan Patch. 

Frederick H. Hunter, our former class 
secretary, died on March 31 after a brief 
illness. Fred was probably more gener¬ 
ally known to other members of the Class 
than any other man. In student days he 
was active in the Architectural Society, 
the Hare and Hounds and Junior Track 
team. He was our class secretary in the 
Senior year which foreshadowed his 30 
as alumni class secretary. It’s a matter 
of class history how Hunter organized 
and welded the Class together during the 
early years after graduation and later in 
the various Tech gatherings and formal 
class reunions. He could always be 
counted as present on such occasions and 
he had a comprehensive knowledge of 
the whereabouts and activities of the 
men of 1902. He served as class repre¬ 
sentative on the Alumni Council from its 
founding till his death. Hunter was bom 
in Newburyport and prepared for the 
Institute in the Natick and Newburyport 
High Schools. He was a member of 
Course IV and took the master’s degree 
in 1903. After graduation he was em¬ 
ployed by several firms and gained suffi¬ 
cient experience in estimating amounts 
and costs of material as to permit himself 
to set up as a quantity surveyor. In that 
capacity he was well known by archi¬ 
tects and builders and was actively en¬ 
gaged in that business until within a 
month of his death. Fred was very fond 
of hiking in the White Mountains and 
his vacations and leisure time were usu¬ 
ally spent that way. 

At the Memorial Services held in the 
First Parish Church in West Roxbury on 
April 4, the Class was represented by 
Bourneuf, Greeley, Patch and Philbrick. 
A donation in the name of the Class was 
made to the Church Fund in lieu of 
flowers. Hunter leaves his wife, Helen 
Sewall Hunter, two daughters, Mrs. 
George E. Kimball (M.I.T. ’36), Mrs. 
Robert L. Scott, a son, David, and 10 
grandchildren. — Burton G. Phii.brick, 
Secretary, 18 Ocean Avenue, Salem, 
Mass. 

• 1905 • 

These notes are being written at Par¬ 
ris Island where Mrs. Goldthwait and I 
are visiting daughter, Marjorie, whose 
husband is Hospital Man Chief in a 
Naval Detachment assigned to this Ma¬ 
rine base. We’re living on the base sur¬ 
rounded by military buildings and 
personnel and subject to military regu¬ 
lations, such as “10 miles per hour,” 
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which is difficult after driving on the 
New Jersey Turnpike and subsequent 
high speed roads. 

Notice of the change of site for the 
50th Reunion has been mailed to every 
’05 man. By the time these notes are 
ready, many, especially those from the 
Pacific Coast and Mid-west points will 
be enroute for the Belmont, West Har¬ 
wich, Cape Cod, Mass. Registrations are 
coming in nicely, the score on April 11 
being 70 with two months to go. The 
announcements with questionnaire en¬ 
deavored to anticipate all questions. Any 
individual questions in regard to arrange¬ 
ments, reservations, and so forth, will be 
(many have been) answered at once. 

Some interesting news items have 
been received as a result of the last cir¬ 
culation, especially from some of the 
co-eds, from whom we hear only very 
occasionally. Mrs. Edith Wheeler Ripley 
writes that as secretary of the Class of 
1896, Smith College, she is already mak¬ 
ing preparations for the 60th reunion of 
her class. Mrs. Eliza Newkirk Rogers, now 
living in Philadelphia, is planning to at¬ 
tend the 55th reunion of her class at 
Wellesley, held at the same time as our 
50th. She will, however, be present on 
Alumni Day at Cambridge. Mrs. Gretchen 
Howes Waldo, living in Boston, fears she 
would not stack up as “one of the boys.” 
Jim Newlands writes from Hollywood, 
Fla., his regrets at not being able to at¬ 
tend the reunion on account of surgery 
soon to be done on his eyes. John Meggi- 
son sends his regrets from Galena, Kans., 
together with photographs of himself 
and his family, including Mrs. Meggison, 
their daughter and two grandsons. Those 
who have not already done this are urged 
to send or bring photographs, snap-shots, 
and so forth, for our reunion art gallery. 

Edward C. Smith, 13850 Lakewood 
Boulevard, Lakewood, Cleveland, Ohio, 
will be unable to attend the 50th, as Mrs. 
Smith will be incapacitated several 
months with a broken ankle. Their son, 
Edward F. and wife have just presented 
them with their first grandchild. A. H. 
Kelling is another who will be prevented 
from attending on account of his wife’s 
illness. H. A. Kirkwood, West New 
Brighton, N.Y., asks if we recall a pro¬ 
fessor named Linus Founce. (Who 
doesn’t?) Kirkwood has retired from the 
engineering field, is in good health and 
“keeps going.” 

On April 13 we journeyed to Summer¬ 
ville, S.C., to see if I could locate Ray 
White, whom I had previously reported 
as almost totally incapacitated for the 
last two or three years. I found Ray in 
bed. Although he could not express him¬ 
self orally, I thought (and Mrs. White 
was sure) that he understood a good deal 
of the news of his classmates, and par¬ 
ticularly his coursemates, which I was 
able to give him. His eyes lit up and he 
indicated by a nod when I spoke of 
Chesterman, Lindsly, Caine, fellows 
whom he knew best at Alden Park Man¬ 
or, Philadelphia. Mrs. White was very 
optimistic as to his recovery, stating that 
there were recent signs of improvement. 
They are very comfortably situated in a 
beautiful town, which in the pre-revolu¬ 
tionary days was the summer residence 
section of the rich planters of rice, cot¬ 


ton and indigo along the Coastal areas 
of the Carolinas. 

It is my unpleasant duty to record the 
death of Walter L. Whittemore, who 
passed away at Houston, Texas, on 
March 20. He had been in poor health 
for several years, having retired to live 
with his daughter in Houston. Walter 
served 18 years with the Bureau of Rec¬ 
lamation and 22 years with the U.S. En¬ 
gineers in Chattanooga and Memphis, 
Tenn., Zanesville, Ohio, Little Rock, 
Ark., and Chicago, Ill., areas. He was a 
past master of Story Lodge Number 4, 
F. and A.M. of Provo, Utah. Besides his 
widow, he left two daughters and a son. 
— Fred W. Goldthwait, Secretary, 274 
Franklin Street, Boston, Mass. Gilbert S. 
Tower, Assistant Secretary, 35 North 
Main Street, Cohasset, Mass. 

• 1906 • 

It is now April 17 and the notes are 
due for the June Review. The situation 
in this respect is similar to that of the 
last few months in that class items are 
confined to the routine address changes 
from the Alumni Office which also in¬ 
cludes several deaths. As we have noted 
before the number of address changes is 
above normal due to the preparation of 
the new Alumni Register and also on ac¬ 
count of the Florida migrants who are 
returning to their northern haunts. In 
this number are included Fred Batchel- 
der of Hampton, N.H.; Abe Sherman of 
Rochester, N.Y.; Frank Benham returned 
early in March just in time to experience 
some of the worst weather we have had 
this winter. John G. Souther, II, reports 
a move from Alameda, Calif., to Jamaica 
Plain, Mass. Our record shows a corre¬ 
sponding east to west move by him in 
1943. Frederick B. Guest from Tuckahoe, 
N.Y., to Norwalk, Conn., with the Nuroco 
Woodwork, Inc., on Muller Avenue. 

A telephone call to Class Agent Sher¬ 
man Chase resulted in the following in¬ 
formation which, we know, will be of 
interest: Sherman had just received the 
report from the Alumni Fund Director 
which showed a total of $343,000 sub¬ 
scribed to date this year, about $109,000 
more than a year ago. The Class record 
shows 36 per cent of the Class list con¬ 
tributing the amount for the year totaling 
about $5,000 at an average subscription 
of $75 each. Compared with the other 
classes 1906 stands about twenty-eighth 
in the amount contributed, seventeenth 
in the percentage of contributions and 
tenth in the average contribution. I be¬ 
lieve this is our best showing to date but 
readers are reminded that our contribu¬ 
tions this year, if so designated, will be 
credited to our 50-year gift and, further¬ 
more, every dollar we contribute will be 
matched by the anonymous donor to un¬ 
derwrite the Karl Compton Memorial 
Laboratory. All gifts received up to June 
30 of this year will be included in the 
total and even though you do not read 
this until early in June, please, if pos¬ 
sible, supplement any contribution by an 
additional gift which, if sent immediately 
will still count on this year’s total. Sher¬ 
man advised that he and Mrs. Chase are 
starting on their European trip on May 
6, returning in July. This has been re¬ 
ferred to in a previous issue and he is to 
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present a paper before the Water Works 
Engineers in England, Sherman being an 
honorary member of that society, among 
the other honorary members being the 
Duke of Edinburgh. This paper is to be 
presented in May and in July he will 
present a paper before the International 
Water Congress in England relative to 
water rates, which is based upon data 
which has been forwarded to him from 
about a dozen foreign countries. 

Following are the obituaries for this 
issue: Samuel S. Dargan, IX, died No¬ 
vember 30, 1954, at Bloo min gton, Tnd. 
Our card record indicates but one ad¬ 
dress for him which was originally re¬ 
ceived in 1938. Aside from that no other 
information is available. Paul N. Critch- 
low, I, died January 2, 1955 at Pitts¬ 
burgh, Pa. Our ten-year book shows he 
spent tlie years 1906-1910 with the 
American Bridge Company. In 1910 he 
associated with the Patent Law firm of 
Christy and Christy and had been ad¬ 
mitted to the bar. He was married in 
1911 and reported two children in 1916. 
Since 1933, he has been listed as a mem¬ 
ber of a law concern originally Brown 
and Critchlow which later became 
Brown, Critchlow, Flick and Peckham 
with offices in the First National Bank 
Building in Pittsburgh. This address was 
the last received previous to the report 
of his death. 

Park V. Perkins, I, died February 18, 
1955, at Toledo, Ohio. Your Secretary 
had occasion to refer to Perkins about 
three years ago in connection with the 
Fiftieth Anniversary of the establishment 
of Theta Chi Fraternity at the Institute. 
Perkins was a Norwich man and was with 
1906 about a year. During that time he 
was instrumental in starting Beta Chapter 
of Theta Chi at Tech. Our card record 
shows he was in the brokerage business 
in New York until 1913, with the Ameri¬ 
can Carrara Marble Company in Car¬ 
rara, Nev., until 1919. In 1923 he was in 
Los Angeles, Calif., and in 1929 he 
moved to Toledo, Ohio, where he re¬ 
sided at the time of his death. He had 
attended no Class Reunions but he was 
present at the Fiftieth Anniversary Din¬ 
ner of the founding of Beta Chapter 
which was held in Boston three years 
ago.— James W. Kidder, Secretary, 215 
Crosby Street, Arlington 74, Mass. Ed¬ 
ward B. Rowe, Assistant Secretary, 11 
Cushing Road, Wellesley Hills 82, Mass. 

• 1907 • 

On March 21 I received a letter from 
Hermann Mahr written on March 14 on 
board the S.S. Independence, “approach¬ 
ing Athens, Greece.” He and his wife 
had been away from their home in Wash¬ 
ington, D.C., since February 11, and 
were on a Mediterranean cruise. They 
expected to be back in the United States 
by Easter time. William G. Peny, a 
member of the Boston architectural firm 
of Perry, Shaw, and Hepburn, was one 
of four new members named by President 
Eisenhower last February to the Com¬ 
mission on Fine Arts. His duties will in¬ 
clude advising the Government regarding 
the location of statues and monuments 
and the construction of buildings in the 
nation’s capital. Bill has done fine work 
in the architectural field ever since he 


completed his early training at Harvard 
’05, M.I.T. ’07, and at 1’Ecole des Beaux 
Arts in Paris in 1913, his outstanding ac¬ 
complishment possibly being the restora¬ 
tion of Williamsburg, Va. He is an 
associate of the National Academy of De¬ 
sign, chairman of the National Advisory 
Committee of Historic American Build¬ 
ings Survey, a fellow of the American 
Institute of Architects and the American 
Civic Association, and a trustee of Co¬ 
lonial Williamsburg in Virginia. He is a 
member of the Brookline (Mass.) Planning 
Board, and of several clubs in Boston and 
New York, and a past president of the 
Episcopalian Club of Massachusetts. A 
new address for Edward G. Lee is Route 
3, Box 50A, Santa Fe, New Mexico. — 
Bryant Nichols, Secretary, 23 Leland 
Road, Whitinsville, Mass. Philip B. 
Walker, Assistant Secretary, 18 Sum¬ 
mit Street, Whitinsville, Mass. 

• 1909 • 

We received a letter from Maurice R. 
Scharff from which we quote the fol¬ 
lowing: “I recently gave a letter of in¬ 
troduction to A. B. Morrow to a friend 
who went to Caracas. My friend has just 
returned from Venezuela and reports that 
he had lunch with A. B., who is in ex¬ 
cellent health and spirits and treated him 
to one of the largest steaks he had ever 
eaten. No doubt you have received no¬ 
tice of the change of address of B. E. 
Hutchinson to 1580 National Bank 
Building, Detroit 26, Mich. In reply to 
my inquiry as to whether this meant that 
Hutch was retiring from active business, 
I had a letter saying, ‘Right you are! I’m 
fully retired with nothing to do and the 
rest of my life to do it in. I’ve opened up 
this 2 by 4 office to have some place to 
go while they do the dusting around the 
house. It’s a great life and I love it!’ ” — 
Chester L. Dawes, Secretary, Pierce 
Hall, Harvard University, Cambridge 38, 
Mass. 

• 1910 • 

It is with deep regret that I have to 
announce the death of Henry R. Elwell 
on January 27, 1954, in Brattleboro, Vt., 
and John M. Fitzwater on March 21, 
1955, in Knoxville, Tenn. This informa¬ 
tion was received from the records of the 
M.I.T. Alumni Register. 

Kenneth Armstrong who has retired 
and is living in Opa-Locka, Fla., writes 
that he now has his seventh grandchild. 
Ken is planning director of the City of 
Opa-Locka, is secretary-treasurer of the 
local Optimist Club and secretary of the 
South Florida Alumni Association. He is 
also planning to attend our 45th Reunion 
in June. Abbott Allen paid me a visit a 
short time ago. He had just finished a 
consulting job for the Navy in Rhode 
Island. The job demanded that he live 
on the post and he had a very fine time 
living at the Bachelor Officers’ Quarters. 
He said the only trouble was that the 
younger officers took him for a retired 
admiral. Herbert S. Cleverdon, Secre¬ 
tary, 120 Tremont Street, Boston, Mass. 

• 1911 • 

Every once in a while something oc¬ 
curs that reminds us how quickly time 
flies. For example, at the Alumni Council 


meeting recently it was brought out that 
1961 will be the 100th anniversary of the 
granting of the charter to the Massachu¬ 
setts Institute of Technology. The cen¬ 
tennial of M.I.T. receiving its charter will 
be coincidental with the semi-centennial 
(or golden anniversary) of our graduation! 
In answer to a question at the Council 
meeting as to how this anniversary will 
be celebrated, it was agreed that "cer¬ 
tainly the Alumni Association will be in¬ 
vited to play a significant part” and, 
fellow Eleveners, we will be the Fifty- 
Year Class! 

Returning to the present, it is indeed a 
sad duty to report the death of another 
classmate: Arthur Eugene Coupal, II, 
passed on in late February. Bom in Bos¬ 
ton, Art Coupal was educated in the 
Boston public schools and was in our 
Class at M.I.T., receiving his degree later 
from Lowell Institute. Successively he 
had worked for National Refrigeration 
Company, Boston; Barbour Stockwell 
Company, Cambridge; Watertown Ar¬ 
senal and Holtzer-Cabot Company, Bos¬ 
ton. Some years ago he joined forces with 
Bethlehem Steel Company at the Fore 
River plant in Quincy and worked there 
for more than a decade. In early Feb¬ 
ruary he suffered a heart attack, caused 
by a hypertensive condition with con- 
jestive failure. He died a week later. He 
was a member of the American Society 
of Tool Engineers and the American So¬ 
ciety of Mechanical Engineers. We have 
expressed our deep sympathy to his 
widow, the former Grace Lincoln Mc- 
Kenney, who survives him at their home 
at 382 Adams Street in North Abington, 
Mass. Art was a loyal and active Elevener 
and we will particularly miss him at the 
annual “Seven Come ’ll” November 7 
class dinners, where he was a regular at¬ 
tendant. 

In the March Class Notes we told of 
a novice in the field of photography — 
Harry Tisdale, X, now living with Grace, 
his charming wife, in Waterford, Conn. 
Recently we had definite proof that Harry 
has arrived as a candid camera operator 
— prints of half a dozen fine pictures 
taken at this year’s “Welcome to Dennie” 
class luncheon in Big Town. Wish we 
could reproduce one or more of them 
here — they’re that good. Congratula¬ 
tions, Harry! From Seattle, Wash., where 
he has “retired” after years of valiant 
service as head of the Sanitary Engineer¬ 
ing Department of the University of Il¬ 
linois at Urbana, Harold Babbitt, XI, sent 
a note along with his regular Alumni 
Fund contribution, which read: “I’ve 
been wandering around so much lately 
that your letters don’t catch up with me 
promptly. This winter I spent about four 
months in Mexico. I’m pulling up stakes 
now for a two-year tour of duty with the 
Foreign Operations Administration in 
Brazil and so until further notice you’d 
better continue to address me at 201 Civil 
Engineering Hall, University of Illinois, 
Urbana, Ill.” You just can’t keep a good 
man down! At a recent all-day District 
Conference embracing 28 Rotary clubs 
in this area and held at Vaughn Monroe’s 
Meadows in Framingham, I had a nice 
renewal of acquaintance with Emmons 
and Reta Whitcomb. Emmons, XI, is a 
member of the Wellesley Rotary Club 
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(hosts for the event) and Reta was on the 
ladies’ committee. There was a record 
attendance of 803, but no other Elev- 
eners. 

Nat Seeley, II, sending along his Fund 
contribution, wrote: “Grandma and I re¬ 
turned home from Florida in mid-March 
after a month’s trip (that she said we 
could not afford), but here’s a check that 
probably will not bounce.” — George 
Cowee, III, retired and living on South 
Merritt Island, Fla., said simply: “Good 
luck and best regards!” — Continuing to 
show sagacity and solicitude for the wel¬ 
fare of youth at Northeastern University, 
President Carl Ell, XI, recently appointed 
Herb Gallagher, for years a successful 
athletic coach at N. U., to the director¬ 
ship of student activities, athletics, health 
and physical education in a consolidation 
move. You should hear Northeastern 
graduates sing the praises of “our Carl!” 

These notes should reach you on the 
eve of Alumni Day 1955 — during the 
day at M.I.T. and in the evening at Hotel 
Statler, Boston, Monday, June 13. It’s 
not too late to plan to attend, and the 
morning conference at the Institute, fea¬ 
turing outstanding speakers in a discus¬ 
sion of “Uses and Economics of the 
Peaceful Atom,” will get things off to a 
fine start. The luncheon in the Great 
Court is a “must” for every loyal Alum¬ 
nus present. This year, President James R. 
Killian, Jr.’26, will report on “M.I.T. En¬ 
ters the Reactor Age.” The annual ban¬ 
quet concludes activities that evening at 
The Statler. Hope to see many of you 
there! 

That’s it, mates, except to remind the 
procrastinators that subscriptions to this 
year’s Alumni Fund must reach the Fund 
Office at M.I.T. by June 30. We’re shoot¬ 
ing for our biggest year, classmates, 
hoping to pass the $10,000 mark! — Or¬ 
ville B. Denison, Secretary, Chamber 
of Commerce, Framingham, Mass. 
John A. Herlihy, Assistant Secretary, 
588 Riverside Avenue, Medford 55, Mass. 

• 1912 • 

Dolph H. Martin writes from Los 
Angeles (where he is known as Doc 
Dolph II. Martin of 6114 Selma Avenue, 
Hollywood) that his radio program, 
“Youth on Parade,” which emanated 
from Boston and was transmitted coast to 
coast via CBS for several years, is now 
being recast as a television show which 
will eventually emanate from Hollywood. 
Any youngsters in their teens who have 
the talent and desire to participate are 
now being screened, with the co-opera¬ 
tion of many of the youth-serving agen¬ 
cies who feel the time is right and the 
need great for this type of program. He 
hopes to meet the challenge again as he 
did in the war years. 

Walter H. Taylor, who is resident 
chemist of the Sprague Electric Com¬ 
pany, North Adams, Mass., writes that 
they have been living in Williamstown 
since 1950 and like it more all the time. 
This represents quite a change from liv¬ 
ing in China where they had a similar 
house with a wide reaching view of the 
sea rather than over the Berkshire Hills. 
As Taylor has spent many years in the 
Orient, he is afraid few of us remember 
him. 
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Jerome A. Appelquest, VI, writes that 
since his retirement from the New York 
Telephone Company a litde over a year 
ago he and his wife have been much oc¬ 
cupied in selling their New Jersey home 
and moving down to Cutchgue, New 
York, in the Peconic Bay Region of Long 
Island where they have spent vacations 
for many years. The new house was left 
partially undone so the next two years 
will be filled with finishing it up. Jerome 
states that this won’t interfere with swim¬ 
ming, fishing, crabbing or digging clams 
during the summer, however. The wel¬ 
come sign is out to anybody traveling that 
vicinity. 

Henry A. Johnson writes from Mem¬ 
phis, Tenn., that he retired in 1954 from 
the U.S. Public Health Service where he 
had been since 1927. He was engaged in 
laboratory and field work on “insect-car¬ 
ried diseases” and also in intestinal pro¬ 
tozoa of humans. He published many 
papers on these subjects, and until re¬ 
cently was on Foreign Assignments with 
Army (China and India). His family con¬ 
sists of his wife and three daughters, two 
of whom are married. 

Max C. Mason retired to Hillsboro, 
N.H., last year and reports that he and 
his wife and their high-school-age daugh¬ 
ter are living on the side hill in a very 
ancient but comfortable house that looks 
across the Contoocook River toward 
Hillsboro Bridge. The cold of mid-winter 
does not diminish their enjoyment. Max 
originally came from New Hampshire 
and his family became very fond of it 
during many vacations that they spent in 
Hancock only a few miles away. Finding 
the old house was a realization of a plan 
they have had for many years. In spite 
of the advice of many friends that a 
warmer climate would be more comfort¬ 
able, Max has become a jack-of-all-trades 
and handyman around the farm. He states 
that after 40-odd years of keeping regu¬ 
lar office hours, he has to keep right on 
scheduling his time to get the most out 
of retirement. A colored photograph 
which Max sent shows his home in the 
middle of autumn foliage. — Frederick J. 
Shepard, Jr., Secretary, 31 Chestnut 
Street, Boston 8, Mass. Lester White, 
Assistant Secretary, 4520 Lewiston Road, 
Niagara Falls, N.Y. 

• 1913 • 

The response to our post card dated 
February 21 is gratifying. Still many of 
you silent classmates have failed to reply 
to our appeal for news . . . even the 
ground hog comes out in the open on 
“Candlemas Day.” Several of our pals 
have given us some news, also that dollar 
to ease Joe MacKinnon’s desire for a large 
bank balance of 1913. Of course, all of 
you are interested in any report of our 
President Pop or Bill Ready, who is still 
our top man, and maybe our most envied 
classmate. Pop and Neva have been so¬ 
journing in Florida this winter. They 
were residing at the Delray Beach Hotel, 
Delray Beach, Fla. Unfortunately, Bill 
fell and fractured a leg. After treatment 
at the Palm Beach Hospital, he traveled 
to Boston for an operation and resetting 
of the break at the Phillips House, Boston. 
A phone call by your Correspondent re¬ 
vealed that Pop personally related that 


he was on the mend and after a brief 
rest he would be back in his usual good 
health. Our best wishes. Bill, for speedy 
recovery. We need your guidance. 

No other than Bill Mattson has gone 
soft and cannot take our severe winters. 
He spent several weeks in that sunny at¬ 
mosphere and ever rainless days (Cali¬ 
fornia papers please copy) in Florida. As 
an outstanding Yankee, Bill honored the 
resort of Fort Lauderdale with his pres¬ 
ence. lie has just returned, tanned and 
full of his usual pep. We wonder how 
the City of Newton carried on while 
the Vice-chairman of the Newton Aider- 
men, and Chairman of Claims and Rules 
was glamouring. Bill also spent one day 
with the Readys. Janet Mattson, our am¬ 
bassadress of good will, also left our 
shore. She spent her time, while Daddy 
was away, in southern waters. As usual 
she enjoyed a Caribbean cruise and added 
to her long list of admirers, no doubt. 
Who has heard of John L. Kerr, lately? 
The General Electric Company advises 
us “that the addressee is no longer here” 
and “please discontinue future mailings.” 
Victor Mayper writes: “Have designed 
and built many run of the mill structures 
— but now I am a ‘glamour boy,’ just 
because I am building the new Kansas 
City Atheltic Stadium. Even the elevator 
men in my building, who never noticed 
me before, greet me most effusively since 
they learned about this stadium job.” 
Thanks for the class dues. 

Alex Besosa returns to our live section 
of our Class (long time no see). He even 
gives us some news and we quote: “Please 
accept my apology for this belated an¬ 
swer to your pleasant circular letter re¬ 
ceived a long time ago. Your postal of last 
February 21 made my conscience yell at 
me, so I am obeying it and giving myself 
the pleasure of writing you. The circular 
letter referred to is the one in which the 
first paragraph begins with, ‘Are you 
standing behind the Iron Curtain; the 
First or Fifth Amendment?’ My answer 
is, No, as I would not change the Heav¬ 
enly Curtain (dear U.S.A.) behind which 
you and I are standing, for any other 
curtain on earth. I think it would be bet¬ 
ter to call that ‘Iron Curtain’ ‘The Tor¬ 
ture Curtain.’ There is nothing of any 
importance that I can say about my life. 
It is just the commonplace life of an av¬ 
erage individual. Nature many years ago 
deprived me of such enjoyments as at¬ 
tending class reunions and other festivi¬ 
ties by making me severely hard of 
hearing. This also has affected my earn¬ 
ings, which are moderate. I am happy in 
sending you herein three dollars as class 
dues instead of one so as to make up for 
my having been so dilatory in answering 
your circular letter. Also, as an atone¬ 
ment for my sin for which I know you 
will grant me absolution and thus make 
my entry into Heaven easier, when the 
time comes to make my application to 
locate there. With my highest esteem and 
sincere feelings of friendship.” 

Your humble Correspondent has re¬ 
turned to the Town of Canton where he 
has held most of the important civic of¬ 
fices as chairman of the Board of Select¬ 
men, Town Clerk, and member of the 
School Committee. Now, he has again 
entered the local political arena as a 
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member of the Industrial Development 
Commission and a member of the Re¬ 
publican Town Committee. As a means 
of livelihood, he is on the staff of the Bos¬ 
ton Lying-In Hospital. 

With the greatest regret and full of 
sincere sympathy for his family, we have 
learned that Philip S. Barnes, X, died on 
October 19, 1954. We shall miss him as 
will his concern, Pfaudler Company, 
Rochester, N.Y. 

More news in the July issue. Will we 
see you Alumni Day at the Institute? — 
Frederick D. Murdock, Secretary, 88 
Rumstick Road, Barrington, R.I. George 
P. Capen, Assistant Secretary, 623 
Chapman Street, Canton, Mass. 

• 1914 • 

It is sad to note the passing of another 
one of our stalwart classmates, Stirling H. 
Harper, whom many of us were pleased 
to see at our reunion last year. He died 
of a heart attack on March 9 at the Oak 
Ridge, Tenn., hospital. He and Mrs. 
Harper had made their home in Oak 
Ridge for the past 10 years or more 
where he was employed by the Maxon 
Construction Company. He was active in 
many phases of community life and a 
member of the Society of American Mili¬ 
tary Engineers. The Class extends its 
sympathies to Mrs. Harper and other 
members of his family. 

There are some members of our Class 
who are frequently brought into public 
attention by their actions and appreciative 
colleagues. Ray Dinsmore is one of these 
individuals. In his new book Industrial 
Voyage, Paul W. Litchfield’96, Chairman 
of the Board of Goodyear Tire and Rub¬ 
ber Company, has the following to say of 
Ray: 

“It was perhaps natural that studious, 
pipe smoking R. P. Dinsmore, our chief 
chemist, should head up the vital sci¬ 
entific end of the synthetic drive. He had 
come to us from the Massachusetts Tech 
campus in 1914, before the industry had 
advanced very far from the rule-of-thumb 
stage, had seen and been part of all the 
developments since. With an unusual 
knack of seeing practical application for 
the findings of the laboratory. Dr. Dins¬ 
more had administrative gifts of high 
level, which fitted into his new assign¬ 
ment. For he found himself directing the 
work of a large group of scientists having 
widely different backgrounds and tem¬ 
peraments. He analyzed his men, tried to 
place each one where his training would 
be most useful, and kept the team work¬ 
ing smoothly. They arrived at a practical 
formula in surprisingly short time. Sci¬ 
entific honors and honorary degrees have 
come to him since — and naturally a place 
as vice-president of research on our ex¬ 
panding 'management team.’ ” 

Gossip has it that Boggs Morrison is 
spending most of his time at the Ar¬ 
thur D. Little office in the Graybar 
Building in New York. Does this indicate 
a possible permanent change of address? 
Lin Faunce passes along the information 
that Ralph Salisbury and his wife Peggy 
spent several days with him on their re¬ 
turn from three years in North Africa. 
Ralph was concerned with the completion 
of the air fields which received so much 
attention in the news not so long ago. 
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The Salisburys took full advantage of 
their opportunities and traveled from 
Saudi Arabia to Greece, Italy, Spain, 
France, Germany, and Great Britain. By 
now they are re-established in their home 
in Grass Valley, Calif. This reminds us 
that our own wandering Secretary, Har¬ 
old Richmond, should be back in the 
U.S.A. by the time you read these notes, 
after an extended trip to South Africa 
and various European points. — H. B. 
Richmond, Secretary, 275 Massachusetts 
Avenue, Cambridge 39, Mass. H. A. Af- 
fel. Assistant Secretary, 120 Woodland 
Avenue, Summit, N.J. 

. 1915 • 

Classmates — in only a few days about 
100 of us will be gathering at Coonames- 
sett Inn, Falmouth, Mass, (on Cape Cod), 
for our Fortieth Reunion. We’re not get¬ 
ting any younger! If you haven’t already 
planned to be there, how about a last 
minute decision? Come on along, no 
preparation necessary. There’ll be a 
grand welcome and reservation for you 
when you arrive. Just try to be there! 

From globe-trotting Herb and Alice 
Anderson in Yucatan, Mexico: “Just be¬ 
fore we left home I received your letter 
covering our Fortieth Reunion plans for 
June. As soon as we return I shall con¬ 
tact the men you have listed, hoping 
they will want to celebrate this very im¬ 
portant affair with us in Cambridge and 
on the Cape. We now have quite thor¬ 
oughly refreshed our memories of the 
fabulous Mayan race and on Wednesday 
fly to Mexico City in time to spend the 
seventh Annual Fiesta of the M.I.T. Club 
of Mexico. The days following we spend 
between Taxco and Cuernavaca and then 
a real stay at Acapulco. I enjoyed the 
New York dinner meeting which was so 
completely organized and followed up by 
Hank Marion and Larry Landers. We 
have no greater class loyalty than theirs." 

These area key men certainly have 
been on the job. I’ve had many letters 
and reports from them and they are stir¬ 
ring up a lot of interest in our widely 
scattered classmates. 

From 1354 Rhoda Drive, La Jolla, 
Calif., Ken King writes: “Now that the 
1954 income tax has been completed I 
will start getting in touch wrth the men on 
the list you sent me. As much as I would 
like to get back to the Reunion myself, 
I doubt very much if I will be able to 
make it this year. It’s early to make defi¬ 
nite plans and you will hear from me 
later on that point. A couple of weeks 
ago we had a nice weekend at the home 
of Irving McDaniels’17, attended by Len 
Noyse, Walt Rivers, Henry Babcock’12, 
and Lew Brown’19. Parm Sabin was un¬ 
able to attend but is still living at Pasa¬ 
dena.” 

What is there about the Mayan jungles 
and natives that attracts our Fifteeners? 
The Seymour, Conn., Evening Sentinel 
gives a colorful story of Alan Dana’s re¬ 
cent trip. Maybe Herb Anderson and Alan 
could plan a little reunion down there: 
“Alan S. Dana, chief engineer of the 
Kerite Company, has returned from an 
unusual trip off the beaten path. For 
three weeks he visited various ruined 
temples left by the Mayans 1,000 to 1,700 
years ago. They were in the jungles of 


Yucatan and Honduras, in areas where 
the howling monkeys could be heard, 
where numerous iguanas were scared out 
of their sleep, and where the woods were 
almost impenetrable. To reach three of 
these it was necessary to charter private 
planes as no auto roads or commercial 
plane flights exist. Headquarters were 
made at Merida, Yucatan, from which 
one flight of 160 miles direct east was 
made to the coast where Cortez was in 
1519, where the ruins of the city of 
Tulum lie. Another flight, 280 miles south 
to Palenga in the rain forest, and a third 
flight from Tegucigalpa, Honduras, 150 
miles made in a single motor two-passen¬ 
ger plane, over mountains 9,000 feet high 
to Copan, one of the very oldest of the 
Maya cities. In some of these places, Mr. 
Dana said, there were no hard surface 
landing strips, and landing had to be 
made in fields or on rough dirt roads. 
Other Mayan sites visited included 
Chicken-Itza, Kabah, Uxmal, Sayil, 
Labna, Ake and Xlapnak. The natives 
were very hospitable, permitting Mr. 
Dana to call on them, enter their thatched 
roof mud huts, and see their mode of 
living and cooking. A three-hour trip 
over an impossible road took Mr. Dana 
to Mayapan, where the Carnegie Insti¬ 
tution of Washington is excavating. It 
was carnival time in Yucatan and the 
parades and dances were witnessed 
through the kind auspices of a Mayan 
whom Mr. Dana had met the year be¬ 
fore. Schools where Mayan and Spanish 
only are spoken were visited, and se¬ 
lected groups of youngsters went on ex¬ 
hibition with recitations, songs and 
pantomime.” 

On our way to Sarasota, Fla., on 
March 13, Fran and I met Sam Berke on 
the train. He was going to his fishing 
camp at Weelaika, Fla. Sam looked in 
good condition to go after some of those 
big fighting fish down there. The annual 
reports of Jack Dalton’s two companies, 
Mutual Boiler and Machinery Insurance 
Company and Boston Manufacturers 
Mutual Fire Insurance Company are good 
looking, well prepared and interesting 
booklets. The outstanding success of 
these two large and well known insur¬ 
ance companies reflect Jack’s able and 
sound leadership and ability as President. 
Congratulations, Jack! 

On April 14, at the M.I.T. Faculty 
Club, 28 classmates and guests met for 
another splendid dinner and enjoyable 
evening. Present were: Roland Baldrey, 
Bill Brackett, Jack Dalton, Sam Eisen- 
berg, Newell Foster, Loring Hayward, 
John Homan, Weare Howlett, Clive 
Lacy, H. W. Lamson, Larry Landers, 
Azel Mack and guest Jim Hoey, Presi¬ 
dent of 1943 Class, Arch Morrison, Pete 
Munn, George Murphy’32, Wally Pike, 
George Rooney, Chet Runels, Al Samp¬ 
son, Henry Sheils and two guests, Wil¬ 
liam J. Sheils and Herbert J. Albee, Jac 
Sindler’17, Easty Weaver, Carl Wood, 
Max Woythaler and guest L. O. Clements. 
After a convivial cocktail hour and an 
enjoyable dinner, we settled to the im¬ 
portant business of reunion plans. Max 
and Weare brought us up to date on 
their recent visit to Coonamessett. Every¬ 
thing is all set and we’ll try to room 1 the 
men as well as we can, but we’ll all be 
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there close together. Frank Murphy, Sam 
Eisenberg and George Rooney will greet 
all classmates Friday noon, June 10, in 
Room 1—133 at M.I.T. and provide trans¬ 
portation to the Cape. Barbara Thomas 
will be there, too, to hand out identifica¬ 
tion badges. A1 Sampson invited all ladies 
and guests of the Class to the Monday 
afternoon Cocktail Party that he and 
Barbara are putting on. Jack Dalton re¬ 
viewed the progress on the Compton 
Memorial and congratulated Clive Lacy 
and Max on the splendid work they’ve 
done in getting our Class up at the top 
with Alumni Fund contributions for this 
most worthy service. 

Henry Sheils and I will be at Coona- 
messett Friday morning to greet Class¬ 
mates arriving early and it will be a 
pleasure to see you there. Weare and 
Katherine Howlett will be on the West 
Coast for the marriage of their daughter 
Joan in Pasadena on April 30th. Weare 
hopes to stir up some of our men out 
there to come to the Reunion. What 
greater interest than Bur Swain! He 
couldn’t make the Boston Class Dinner 
from New York but sent a check and 
wrote, “So sorry, but I’ll drool over the 
cheese and be sad when I think of good 
fellows gathering at the table.” Many 
thanks, Bur. 

It’s very sad to recall the passing of 
our Classmates: Marion W. Hulse died 
December 29, 1954; Wallace S. Thomas, 
January 1, 1955, in Bethesda, Md.; 
Charles W. Noyes, March 31, 1955, in 
Havertown, Pa. We have written their 
families with the sympathy of the Class 
to them all. 

I’m looking forward to the pleasure of 
seeing many of you at our Reunion. — 
Azki. W. Mack, Secretary , 40 St. Paul 
Street, Brookline 46, Mass. 

• 1916 • 

Early responses to the reunion notice 
indicate that we are going to have a nice 
group at the Chatham Bars Inn in Chat¬ 
ham on Cape Cod on June 14 and 15. 
We are happy to report that the early 
returns show that Joe Barker and his 
wife, Steve Brophy and his wife, Hy 
UUian and Mrs. Ullian, Maurice Holland 
and his wife, Dina Coleman, Bill Drum- 
mey, John Woods, George Petit, Tom 
Jewett, Jack Burbank, and of course your 
Secretary and Assistant Secretary, will 
be there. Phil Baker, Jack Freeman, Wil¬ 
lard Crandall, Ed Peters and Francis 
Stern are hoping to be there and will let 
us know later. There are still many more 
to be heard from, and we’re betting that 
when the final tally is in we’ll have a 
fine group signed up for the two days on 
the Cape. 

On some of the cards received from 
those who can’t make it this year, the 
sender pens a brief comment and we 
thought you might be interested in read¬ 
ing them. For instance, Ted Jewett 
wrote: “Sorry I can’t be with you. All 
good wishes.” Aime Cousineau: “My best 
wishes for the success of this reunion.” 
Maynard Guss: “Sorry, California too far 
from the Cape.” Mark Lemmon: “Send 
my regrets regretfully but wish all a grand 
time.” Earl Edwards: “Sorry, cannot 
make it. Hope to make the next meet¬ 
ing.” Tom Little: “I expect to be abroad 


on a vacation trip at the time of the re¬ 
union.” Lewis Dow: “Sorry, too busy. 
Best regards to all the boys.” Bob Wil¬ 
son: “Sorry, had hoped to come.” Charlie 
McCarthy: “Sorry I can’t make it. All 
best wishes for a happy reunion.” Walter 
Littlefield: “Having a 40th elsewhere.” 
George Bousquet: “Enjoyed the pictures. 
After 40 years some are still recognizable. 
Some day I hope to join you all.” Arvin 
Page: “It looks very inviting but I will 
gamble on being on hand next year.” 
Wes Blank: “In June I will be 60 and am 
retiring on a 157-acre estate in Char¬ 
lottesville, Va., with a panorama view of 
the Blue Ridge Mountains. Regards to 
others.” Steve Berke: “Sorry I will not 
be with you this year but am leaving for 
Europe and will be gone to July 1.” 

Ed Graustein: “Possibly the 40th, I 
hope. Unless a miracle happens and I 
catch up with things.” Jack Hickey: 
“Sorry, will be in Washington for my 
daughter’s graduation the week of the 
reunion.” Howard Hands: “I’ll try hard 
next year, Ralph.” Willard Brown: “Sor¬ 
ry, I sail for Europe May 20 on S.S. 
Niew Amsterdam to attend International 
Commission on Illumination in Zurich in 
June. Mrs. Brown accompanies me. I 
happen to be vice-president of the U.S. 
National Committee of this organization.” 
Frank Hastie: “I am looking forward to 
attending the 40th next year.” George 
Spooner: “Distance too great. Sorry.” Bob 
Hart: “Happy Reunion.” Kem Dean: “In 
case I am near Boston at that time I shall 
contact you.” Joe Meigs: “Have retired 
and now live in Sharon, Conn.” Ed Wil¬ 
liams: “Reason — Illness.” Frank Ross: 
“I’ve been laid up. Doc says no travel.” 
Very sorry about Ed and Frank and hope 
that they will be in the best of health 
again before too long. From the number 
of classmates who are going to be in Eu¬ 
rope around reunion time, perhaps in an¬ 
other year we might consider holding the 
reunion in one of the larger cities in Eu¬ 
rope. We’re only kidding . . . we hope! 

Cy Guething, who is one of our more 
faithful reunion attendees, recently sent 
us a card from Honolulu where he evi¬ 
dently was enjoying himself although at 
the time that he wrote it was “raining 
like hell out here — seven inches in 24 
hours, and no good weather in sight.” 
Don Webster writes: “My sister has a 
cottage in Harwich, just a couple of miles 
or so from the Inn. If I can find the time 
and energy, and can persuade my wife, 
we may go down to the Cape for a long 
weekend at the cottage. In such case I 
will show up at the Reunion.” Irv Mc¬ 
Daniel planned to be in the East late in 
May or early in June, and while he 
thought he would be on his way back to 
California at least a couple of weeks be¬ 
fore the reunion dates there is always the 
possibility that his plans will change 
enough to permit him to be at the re¬ 
union. George Hale noted on his card 
that he has retired from his position with 
Shawinigan Water and Power Company 
in Montreal, Canada, and is now resid¬ 
ing at Baywood Avenue at Crest Road, 
Ross, Calif. So, all in all, the early re¬ 
turns point to a fine reunion, and if you 
aren’t going to be with us this year, make 
your mind up right now that you’ve just 
got to be with us for the 40th. 


We had the following bit of news from 
Allen Pettee: “Wish I could think of a 
bit of publishable news. As the woman 
surrounded by 21 of her small children 
said, ‘Nothing ever happens to me.’ ” We 
have asked Allen if he could follow up 
by merely explaining the 21 children that 
he talks about. That should make news. 
Now, in fact, we have heard further from 
A1 and while he does not speak precisely 
on the subject mentioned above, he has 
come across nicely just as one would ex¬ 
pect from a vice-president of General 
Cable Corporation. He says: “Your De¬ 
partment of Amplification has asked for 
further details concerning my earlier re¬ 
port. Obviously the details in such a case 
are not important. It’s the close approach 
to an infinite population that obscures 
the outward view. I sometimes can 
hardly see beyond the closely packed 
figures involved in staff guidance of Gen¬ 
eral Cable’s Standards, Quality Control, 
and Scrap programs, which is pretty 
much what I have been doing for some 
time. I was greatly pleased recently to 
meet Hank Smith, who was an electro- 
chemist in our Class and is now standards 
engineer for Underwriters’ Laboratories. 
He lives in the next town, and it seems 
that our wives had known each other for 
some time. It all got unraveled at a lec¬ 
ture one night, which illustrates one of 
the great advantages of continued adult 
education. It turned out too that we had 
been corresponding business-wise for 
years. We since have met across the 
card table, so the class association has 
been unexpectedly fruitful.” 

A recent news clipping brought us the 
information that Ray Cushman has been 
elected as cashier of the Barnett Na¬ 
tional Bank in Jacksonville, Fla. “Mr. 
Cushman has been with the Barnett since 
1919 except for leaves of absence for 
military service. An Alumnus of Massa¬ 
chusetts Institute of Technology, he 
served as an officer in both World Wars. 
Mr. Cushman has been both a student 
and instructor in the local activities of 
the American Institute of Banking.” 
Congratulations, Ray, and best of luck 
in your new responsibility. 

Under a major heading of “Shortage of 
Scientists Seen Serious Threat” and a 
sub-heading of “Youthful Pre-Occupa¬ 
tion with Television and Comic Books 
Seen Contributing Factor,” our eye was 
drawn to a news account of an address 
presented by Bob Wilson to the 127th 
national meeting of the American Chemi¬ 
cal Society recently in Cincinnati. Since 
it is the type of message which has some 
application to our own grandchildren 
and perhaps in some cases our children, 
we would like to quote part of tire ar¬ 
ticle. “Dr. Wilson asserted that television 
‘has made us a nation of spectators in¬ 
stead of participants,’ and he added: 
‘The bright young boy who used to play 
with a home-made crystal radio or a 
chemical kit is now twirling the knobs 
on a T.V. set, watching terrible programs 
that distract him from constructive ac¬ 
tivities. . . . Instead of reading really 
educational magazines for boys ... he 
is attracted by comic books and lurid sci¬ 
ence fiction.’ Saying that inadequacies in 
our educational system, especially at the 
secondary level, have played a role in 
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bringing about a shortage of technically 
trained people, Wilson declared that one 
example of ‘waste’ in the school system is 
the failure to encourage and speed along 
the really superior minds, either in sci¬ 
ence or other fields.’ He declared that ‘in 
my day a bright boy frequently skipped 
two or three grades. He was stimulated 
by association with his intellectual 
equals. Freezing him in his age group 
tends to deaden his interest by holding 
him back to the learning pace of the dul¬ 
lards. 

"Today’s public school systems are too 
often built around the mythical average 
student. Skipping grades is either dis¬ 
couraged or actually prohibited, with the 
adverse effects on the nation’s most valu¬ 
able raw material, our potential leaders 
in all fields of knowledge.’ Among other 
“threats” to the future of applied re¬ 
search — in addition to the “shortage” of 
trained manpower — Wilson listed: (1) 
Rapid increase in research costs. (2) Gov¬ 
ernment ‘Competition’ with industry in 
applied research in fields where ‘private 
industry is able and willing to carry out 
adequate research at its own expense.’ 
(3) The ‘danger of socialism. This trend 
seems to be arrested just now, but I would 
not say that the pendulum has swung 
very far in the other direction.” (4) 
‘Waste’ of technical manpower by the 
military forces — ‘I’m sorry to say that 
the armed services have seldom used the 
best judgment in their handling of sci¬ 
entists and students of science . . . se¬ 
lective service should really be selective, 
making sure that men are assigned to 
work that will utilize their abilities most 
effectively in the national interest.’ ” 

Again, we have the unhappy duty of 
reporting the passing of fellow class¬ 
mates. We received word from his 
daughter that Charles Chandler died last 
October. The Alumni Office notified us of 
the death of Roswell Rennie on March 3, 
1955. We know you join with us in sor¬ 
row for their passing, and we will convey 
the sympathy of the Class to their loved 
ones. 

Again, our best wishes to all for con¬ 
tinued good health and happiness. — 
Ralph A. Fletcher, Secretary, P.O. Box 
71, West Chelmsford, Mass. Harold F. 
Dodce, Assistant Secretary, Bell Tele¬ 
phone Laboratories, Inc., 463 West 
Street, New York, N.Y. 

• 1917 • 

Dix Proctor returned from his cruise 
recently, and on his 60th birthday read 
my Class Notes reminder. Dix replied, 

. . the cruise is ended . . . and it 
was a very delightful one. We made 12 
ports of call through the Virgin, Wind¬ 
ward and Leeward Islands into George¬ 
town, British Guiana. Then we had the 
good fortune to have an added port, 
namely Santiago de Cuba, where we 
stayed a week loading sugar, and then 
had the pleasure of being delivered to 
Brooklyn rather than St. Johns, Canada, 
as originally scheduled. If you have a 
chance to go to Cuba and have a choice 
of Havana or Santiago, by all means take 
the latter. The country is prettier and 
the gambling was to open up the day we 
left. If you are looking for a spot to re¬ 
tire to, and like sailing, then don’t look 
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anywhere, but just go to Grenada. When 
do we leave?” 

Ham Wood is still in the insurance 
business as a vice-president of Kinkade 
and Company in Boston. He now has four 
grandchildren. Dexter Tutein has retired 
and says he is a bridge addict. He gets 
down to a South Carolina plantation in 
the early spring and late fall and to Nan¬ 
tucket in the summer, where Mrs. Tutein 
owns and operates “The Woodbox” from 
April until November. This is a small 
inn, the oldest part built in 1709. His 
daughter, Sunny, is an unmarried “artist,” 
and spends a lot of time in Nantucket. 
Dexter, Jr., is just out of the army after 
two years, the second of which he en¬ 
joyed in Munich, Germany. He made his 
division’s ski and tennis teams and trav¬ 
eled through most of Free Europe. He 
now hopes to complete his college edu¬ 
cation. Warren Tapley writes, “We have 
partially retired to Cape Cod and are 
living year round at West Falmouth. I 
am continuing in a small way with busi¬ 
ness and go uptown twice a week, usu¬ 
ally. Everyone in good health — and I’m 
still young in the early sixties.” 

John Dickson recently joined the staff 
of the Southern Regional Research 
Laboratory at New Orleans. He will serve 
as a part-time consultant on the labora¬ 
tory’s cotton research program. 

Ray Ramsey writes: “In 1945 I sev¬ 
ered my connections with the electric 
utility field to become a member of Ken¬ 
neth A. McIntyre Associates, Manage¬ 
ment Consultants, Cleveland, Ohio. As a 
matter of fact, all of my clients were elec¬ 
tric utilities. In 1950 I accepted a position 
as director of Industrial Relations with 
the Public Service Company of Indiana. 
In 1951 the company moved into its new 
Ceneral Headquarters at Plainfield, In¬ 
diana, which is 14 miles west of India¬ 
napolis. At the same time I built a 
contemporary home in Plainfield and 
spend most of my leisure hours on a so- 
called five-year program covering yard 
improvements. I have been active in the 
M.I.T. Club of Indiana and, in fact, am 
president of the Club this year.” 

From Charlie Judge: “I have been 
wondering what there was in my un¬ 
eventful life that could be of interest to 
those who read The Review. Nothing ever 
happens to me. I came to Attleboro 32 
years ago, associated with the American 
Reenforced Paper Company, in charge of 
production and personnel. The company 
has had a terrific growth and expansion, 
now having three plants in the States, 
one in England, one in Australia, and one 
in New Zealand. The Company is now 
known as American Sisalkraft Corpora¬ 
tion. I remained in charge of production 
until 1941. After five and a quarter years 
of active duty with the Navy, I returned 
to be appointed to the position of vice- 
president in charge of procurement. One 
of the most interesting facets of this job 
is the liaison work with the Pulp and 
Paper Industry, which as you probably 
know, is loaded with M.I.T. graduates. 
My family, one daughter, has grown up 
and has a family of her own, so in addi¬ 
tion to the biological changes that have 
occurred between 1917 and the present 
time, her mother and I are called Grand¬ 
ma and Grandpappy by our more indis¬ 


creet friends. My hobby has always been 
that of messing around with Naval Re¬ 
serve activities, and at present I am as¬ 
sociated with an old man’s activity, 
Industrial Relations. I hope this disserta¬ 
tion has not painted for you a mental 
picture of an old man (used for lack of a 
more appropriate word). On the con¬ 
trary, I’m younger than I was in ’17.” 

Ken Richmond: “I don’t know that I 
like your idea of reminding each member 
of the Class just how old he is once a 
year at this stage of the game. From a 
deep sense of obligation, however, be¬ 
cause of your dedication to the Secre¬ 
tary’s job, I will do what I can for you. 
I have been very fortunate indeed, always 
in good health, with a heavy crop of gray 
hair on my head and with most of my 32 
teeth. True, the wisdom teeth went by 
the boards in 1928 when I connected with 
this ladies’ B.V.D. business. For those 
who do not know it, I am Vice-president 
and Treasurer of Brooklyn’s Abraham 
and Straus, one of the ten largest de¬ 
partment stores in the world, with 
branches and pressures and 6,000 em¬ 
ployees. My area is management, person¬ 
nel, and the controller’s work; everything 
except buying and publicity. I smoke like 
a stove, work hard and long hours — with 
wide scope for decision, including the 
privilege of neglecting things I should 
cover. I am an administrator. Someone 
defined an administrator as one who dele¬ 
gates to supervisors; checks later and 
finds nothing has been started; questions 
how come; then checks again and finds 
important oversights; reflects that the su¬ 
pervisor has a wife and two children, and 
that a replacement probably would do no 
better and would be inexperienced. About 
this time the administrator recalls that he 
has already invested six hours in some¬ 
thing he could have personally handled 
in 20 minutes. This is my problem, al¬ 
though our business has a splendid repu¬ 
tation for good management and able 
people. It grows and makes money. 

“My hobby is coins, ancient gold and 
silver Greek and Roman coins, from the 
world’s first in about 650 B.C. to Marcus 
Aurelius who died in 180 A.D. The art 
work is high in quality despite unbeliev¬ 
able difficulties of production. I have 
coins from Elis where the Olympic games 
were held; from Mausolus of Caria where 
his tomb was one of the seven wonders 
of the world, the first mausoleum. I have 
coins of Athens from 550 B.C. which 
bear the first human likeness on a coin, 
the head of Athena — and also the first 
design on the reverse, an owl. As a by¬ 
product, the coins supply me with con¬ 
temporary portraits of Alexander the 
Great — a glamor-boy; Julius Caesar with 
his own lean and hungry look; Nero with 
a goiter on his neck and the face of a 
goon; Cleopatra who looked like a school- 
marm but smart — very smart. Her only 
portrait is on her coins. Altogether, I 
have about 100 choice pedigreed speci¬ 
mens each just so in centering, condition 
and style. This hobby satisfies my secret 
sense of proportion but may not be too 
understandable in a course II graduate 
who specialized in locomotive design. My 
four children are all married, each with 
healthy children of their own, six in the 
aggregate. I know the number and that 
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three are boys. But I have long since lost 
track of their ages and birthdays. This is 
my good wife’s department. We of the 
1917 Class are getting on in years are we 
not? I have only five to go before retire¬ 
ment. The Lord willing, these years too 
will slip by accompanied by anxieties and 
bills but with the ever-present challenge 
to do better and more creative work. Who 
wants more?" — Raymond Stevens, Sec¬ 
retary, 30 Memorial Drive, Cambridge, 
Mass. W. I. McNeill, Assistant Secre¬ 
tary, 270 Park Avenue, New York, N.Y. 

• 1918 • 

Intimately discernible beyond my 
window pane ducks are investigating the 
strip of open water where the ice has 
started to go out of our pond. There are 
Mayflowers in the front yard, six robins 
in the garden, and the sun has just 
fingered the shoulders of Mt. Monadnock 
as it set in a burst of glory. Tomorrow I 
shall mail these notes in the relaxed vil¬ 
lage, two miles away, which is given 
neither to anxiety nor to enthusiasm. You 
will read this in June, all of which is 
appropriate enough since you may be at¬ 
tending Class Day or buying a set of 
Wedgwood china dinner plates bearing 
designs by our own Sam Chamberlain. 
Sam is a living refutation of the cynic’s 
wise crack to the effect that the meek 
will have to inherit the earth because 
they can never get it any other way. 
Gentle and gracious, he has become an 
international figure whose most recent 
recognition was the cover article in This 
Week for April 3. Asked to select 
America’s most beautiful home, he chose 
“Carter’s Grove” in James City County, 
Va. The article is memorable not only 
for the architectural comment, but for 
ancestral voices whispering from hall to 
hall that in the small drawing room of 
this mansion two future presidents of the 
United States, George Washington and 
Thomas Jefferson, made proposals of 
marriage which were rejected. Was it the 
same girl, I wonder, and what happened 
later? 

Class secretaries are substantially aided 
in their chronicling by the Review Of¬ 
fice which subscribes to a clipping serv¬ 
ice. This functions only when M.I.T. is 
specifically mentioned despite which I 
have now and then a sheaf of clippings, 
usually ignored, which testify that your 
Secretary has spoken here or there. The 
geography this month includes Adams, 
Mass., New York City, Boston, plus two 
places in Connecticut — New Haven and 
Hartford. No account has been received 
of the detective work undertaken by him 
and his wife which resulted in the arrest 
at gun point of two youngsters (one 
AWOL from the U.S. Army Air Corps in 
Louisiana) who had broken into 18 sum¬ 
mer camps in our town, looting as they 
went. The posters say, “$300 reward for 
information leading to the arrest and 
conviction” and so on. We shall see. — F. 
Alexander Magoun, Secretary, Jaf- 
frey, N.H. 

• 1919 • 

Our deepest sympathy is extended to 
the family of John Cosgrove, who passed 
away on December 21, 1954. 

Ed Pickop has been touring the West 



Coast for nearly a year, returns to Hono¬ 
lulu June 1. He has visited Fred Hewes 
several times. Paul Sheeline saw Charlie 
Chayne in Detroit recently. Charlie had 
just returned from a trip to California. 
Paul also had a “lovely dinner with Ev 
Doten and his charming wife.” Glad to 
have this news from Leight Smith: “Back 
in the soap business, temporarily, last 
fall and winter, this time for Colgate, 
serving as patent expert in a suit over 
pressurized shave cream. The trial in 
U.S. District Court, Baltimore, dragged 
out for five weeks. It will be a long time 
before I allow myself to get involved in 
another case. Wife and I drove west in 
late summer. Spent most of the time in 
Wyoming, Utah and Colorado. Took 
many pictures in color and black and 
white. Spent night with Duke and Dot 
Herzog at Homewood on way back and 
got together with them for lunch in 
Boston in March. We are already plan¬ 
ning another western trip for summer 
1956.” — Eugene R. Smoley, Secretary, 
The Lummus Company, 385 Madison 
Avenue, New York City, N. Y. 

• 1920 • 

As these notes are written it is, of 
course, too soon to make any comment on 
the Reunion but not too soon to predict 
that it will have been an outstanding 
success judging by the response to our 
reunion publicity. If I am not bolted out 
of office at the reunion I shall give you a 
report on it in a later issue of The Review 
or in a letter. 

Gavin Taylor is with the McColl Fron- 
tenac Oil Company, Ltd., in Montreal. 
Josh Welch is in Atherton, Calif., near 
San Francisco, address 60 Maple Avenue. 
Will Boyer is in San Antonio, Texas. Os¬ 
wald Cooper is in San Francisco, address 
2710 Broadway. Fraser Moffat may be 
reached at 1035 Park Avenue, New York 
City. Norman Scudder is in Detroit, ad¬ 
dress 361 Merton Road. — Harold Bug- 
bee, Secretary, 7 Dartmouth Street, 
Winchester, Mass. 

• 1921 • 

This is a last minute reminder of the 
invitation to you and your wife to join 
the festive annual Class of 1921 get- 
together at the Hotel Statler, Boston, at 
5 p.m. on the afternoon of Alumni Day, 
Monday, June 13, 1955. Look for the 
room number on the hotel bulletin board. 
By this time you have received Class 
President Ray St. Laurent’s newsy letter 
about the party and next year’s 35th re¬ 
union. You have also received the 
application from Technology for reserva¬ 
tions for other Alumni Day events. It 
should be returned promptly in order to 
insure that your banquet seat will be at 
one of the 1921 tables. 

The Alumni Day morning conference, 
held in the new Kresge Auditorium, re¬ 
veals the uses and economics of atomic 
energy in peacetime applications. With 
Edward L. Coehrane’20, Technology’s 
Vice-president in charge of Industrial 
and Governmental Relations, as modera¬ 
tor, three phases of the subject will be 
presented by these nationally known 
authorities: Dr. John Von Neumann, 
Commissioner of the Atomic Energy 
Commission, discusses the impact on the 


physical and chemical sciences; Dr. 
Shields Warren, Professor of Pathology, 
New England Deaconess Hospital, and 
former Commissioner of the A.E.C., cov¬ 
ers the impact on the life sciences; and 
Dr. T. Keith Glennan, President, Case 
Institute of Technology, and former 
Commissioner of the A.E.C., treats the 
impact on our economy and ways of life. 
At the outdoor luncheon in Du Pont 
Court on the campus, President James R. 
Killian, Jr.’26, reports on the changing 
aspect of M.I.T. as educational and re¬ 
search institutions enter the “reactor 
age.” Various tours and other events are 
scheduled for the afternoon and you will 
certainly want to see, among the points of 
interest, the start of the new Karl Taylor 
Compton Memorial Laboratories for 
Nuclear Science and Electronics, made 
possible by your generous contributions 
to this year’s Amity Fund and the out¬ 
standing generosity of the anonymous 
“Mr. Amity," who has matched your gift 
with an equal amount. Following the 
meeting of our Class, the Annual Banquet 
starts at 7 p.m. at the same hotel. The 
principal speaker is Arthur S. Flemming, 
Director of the Office of Defense Mobili¬ 
zation. Princess Ileana will be the speaker 
at the Ladies Banquet. And the souvenirs 
at both banquets will be new and different 
this year — one of the M.I.T. Wedgwood 
plates designed by Samuel V. Chamber- 
lain’18. 

David O. Woodbury’s recent book 
ought to be good required reading in an¬ 
ticipation of the Alumni Day convocation 
on the peacetime uses of atomic energy. 
Dave’s fine hand has been missing from 
this column for much too long a time 
and we are glad to present this recent 
letter, written from 513 Knight Way, La 
Canada, Calif. Dave says, in part: “My 
main project, just now bearing fmit, is 
the publication of my new book, Atoms 
for Peace, brought out last February by 
Dodd, Mead and Company. The book is 
a layman’s account of all the various uses 
of the atom on the peaceful side (power, 
industry, medicine, agriculture), with 
some special stressing of the peaceful 
atom as an international diplomatic 
weapon following, and quoting. President 
Eisenhower’s remarks. The book is going 
to be, I think, my most successful to date. 
It’s my eleventh book and a best seller 
out here. It has made the Scientific Book 
Club and is being syndicated quite widely 
in the United States. My other projects 
include some articles for ‘Look’ and two 
stories for ‘Reader’s Digest.’ The first, 
which appeared in the March issue un¬ 
der the title ‘Fighting the Wild Atoms 
at Chalk River,’ is the story of courage 
and ingenuity in handling a major peace¬ 
time atomic emergency at Canada’s ex¬ 
perimental station in Northern Ontario. 
The other, on Geiger counters, is to be 
published about June. 

“My split personality between writing 
and engineering has led me to invent and 
apply for patents on a small portable 
ultra-violet lamp for use by rockhounds 
in discovering fluorescent minerals. It ap¬ 
pears that only about one company makes 
such lamps and that there is a fine chance 
to improve the product by making it 
smaller and more efficient. My efforts 
have reached the stage where the Nu- 


JUNE, 1955 


XV 


clear Instrument Company here has un¬ 
dertaken to manufacture and market the 
device. I am working with another group 
for the production of Screen Scriber, the 
small overhead projector I patented in 
1950 and which was made for a year or 
two. It seems that the market for this 
device is still good. Meantime, I am 
starting work collaborating on a book 
about the United Nations. The principal 
in this is Tom Slick, San Antonio oil man. 

“Personal lore includes the fact that 
my wife and I are moving from the Los 
Angeles area and are about to build a new 
place at Santa Barbara. Our youngest 
son, Chris, will enter the Air Force in 
June, and our older son, Pete, now a 
junior at Pomona College, intends to go 
into the Navy upon graduation in 1956. 
The old folks are left alone and want to 
modify their real estate holdings down to 
the point where they have only two 
homes! The other home, of course, is the 
new one we just opened last summer at 
Ogunquit, Maine, having sold most of 
our property there except for a wind¬ 
swept point in the middle of the Atlantic 
Ocean. This house successfully rode out 
the two hurricanes last year without 
visible damage. We expect to be in Maine 
again this summer, where I’m slated to 
officiate as president of a small outfit 
known as the Ogunquit Village Improve¬ 
ment Association. Since I was last heard 
from. I've become a grandfather to one 
Anthony Cabot Woodbury of New York, 
son of my second oldest son, Tom, who is 
taking his final bar examinations at 
N.Y.U. as an admiralty lawyer. 

“On the subject of presidencies, I’m 
still in that capacity with our small in¬ 
ventor’s firm, Creative Research, Inc. We 
have one highly successful product, a 
hand-deburring tool for metals, which is 
in national distribution. Beyond these ac¬ 
tivities I do nothing except get involved 
in the various uranium rushes hereabouts. 
I have not discovered any fabulous 
mines, but I do have one good sample 
of pitchblende which gives 80,000 counts 
per minute on my Geiger. It has only 
one drawback. We picked the sample 
up on one of our many geological wan¬ 
derings, but we don’t know where!” 

Philip H. Hatch is the author of a 
complete and well-prepared article on 
“The Diesel-Electric Locomotive,” ap¬ 
pearing in the March, 1955, issue of the 
General Electric Review. The paper gives 
a detailed account of past history, going 
back to the “oil-electric” demonstration 
in 1924 on the New York Central’s freight 
line in lower Manhattan’s West Street, 
where the law required an equestrian red 
flag bearer to precede the locomotive. The 
present status of the diesel in rail trans¬ 
portation is thoroughly treated as well as 
the outlook for the future. Phil served on 
General Electric’s test course after our 
graduation and then established a dis¬ 
tinguished record in the railroading field, 
becoming general mechanical superin¬ 
tendent of the New Haven Railroad and 
an authority on the use of diesels for both 
freight and passenger services. From 1951 
to last July, he was engaged in the plan¬ 
ning and design of new locomotives at 
the Erie, Pa., works of General Electric. 
Phil is now chief mechanical superintend¬ 
ent of Long Island Railroad Company. 

xvi 


Two current members of 1921’s Second 
Generation at M.I.T. Club, Franklin T. 
Flaherty, Jr.’56, and Malcolm M. Jones 
’57, have established outstanding records 
which earned them places on the Dean’s 
List for the fall term of 1954. Frank is 
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Franklin T. 
Flaherty of Swarthmore, Pa., and Mal¬ 
colm is the son of Mrs. S. Murray Jones 
of Newton, Mass., and the late S. Mur¬ 
ray Jones. Elsewhere in the Junior 
League of 1921, Mr. and Mrs. William R. 
Ferguson of East Orange, N.J., an¬ 
nounced the marriage on March 12 of 
their daughter, Barbara Reinl, to 
Charles E. Keller, Jr., of Short Hills, N.J. 
Mrs. Keller was graduated from the Skid¬ 
more College, Department of Nursing, 
and is with the Visting Nurse Service of 
New York. 

A. Ilsley Bradley is the subject of an 
illustrated article in the Cleveland Press 
entitled “Meet Your Realtor.” Owner of 
the Residential Real Estate Company, 
1010 Euclid Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio, he 
is an appraiser and broker who also does 
some building. A senior member of the 
Society of Residential Appraisers, he is 
also a member of the Cleveland Real Es¬ 
tate Board, the Cleveland Engineering 
Society, the Cleveland Valuation Com¬ 
mittee, the Heights Roimd Table, the 
Apartment House Owners Association and 
the Insurance Board of Cleveland. He 
was associated with us in Course II and 
also attended Case and Western Reserve. 
Ilsley is single and says his spare time 
is devoted to bowling and golf. He makes 
his home at the University Club. In the 
recent balloting, Clayton D. Grover’22, V, 
President of the Whitehead Metal Prod¬ 
ucts Company, Inc. New York, N.Y., (for 
9 years secretary of his Class), was elected 
to the national nominating committee of 
the Alumni Association. Henry R. Kurth 
was elected as representative of the Class 
of 1921 on the Alumni Council for a term 
of five years. 

Our Class President, Ray St. Laurent, 
writes that he attended the February 
meeting of the M.I.T. Club of Hartford, 
Conn., at which Erwin II. Schell’12, Pro¬ 
fessor of Industrial Management, was the 
principal speaker, and ran into two 
Course XV men, Donald B. Carter of the 
Travelers Insurance Company and 
Charles A. Morss, consulting engineer. 
Ray continues: “In Pittsburgh, I had the 
pleasant surprise of meeting Ollie Bardes. 
We were both visiting Westinghouse. Al¬ 
though Ollie retired as president of 
Bardes Range and Foundry Company of 
Cincinnati at age 50 and fulfilled an am¬ 
bition, he could stay in ‘retirement’ for 
only seven weeks and now is a busy per¬ 
son, enjoying life to the fullest as owner 
of three separate, unrelated businesses. 
His program from Christmas to Easter is 
to maintain headquarters at his winter 
home. Palm Beach, Fla., and commute to 
Cincinnati by air. His three companies 
are: Cincinnati Elbow Company, Cook 
Well Strainer Company and Ilsco Cop¬ 
per Tube and Products, Inc. Each has its 
own well-established operating organiza¬ 
tion. Ollie reported having recently seen 
Bill Loesch of the Forbes Division, Pitts¬ 
burgh Plate Glass Company, in Cleveland. 
He also spent some time with Zam Gid- 
dens, who has been ill. We are glad to 


hear that he is much better. He is Back in 
New York and it is reported that he has 
disposed of his Texas petrochemical op¬ 
erations. Ollie hopes to be back for 
Alumni Day.” 

Charles A. Morss wrote a most welcome 
letter which arrived right on the heels of 
Saint’s note. He reported that he is a 
consultant mechanical engineer and part¬ 
ly retired. He and Mrs. Morss make their 
home at 91 Ledyard Road, West Hart¬ 
ford 5, Conn. They have three married 
children, Mrs. Samuel M. Page, Mrs. 
Herbert W. MacLeod, Jr., and Charles A. 
Morss, Jr. Address notices have been re¬ 
ceived from the Alumni Register for Dr. 
Axel G. H. Andersen, W. Robert Barker, 
Colonel Harold O. Bixby, Michael Tres- 
chow and Brigadier General Ludson D. 
Worsham. We will appreciate receipt of 
details from these classmates to keep our 
records up to date. 

J. Rowland Hotehkin, President of the 
Palnut Company of Irvington, N.J., says 
that a new factory is in prospect for his 
company to handle the sharply increased 
demands for their excellent line of fast¬ 
ening devices. The company is a sub¬ 
sidiary of United-Carr Fastener, and 
Rowland frequently visits the Cambridge 
offices and gets an opportunity to look 
over towards the Institute to keep up 
with its progress. Robert W. Haskel, Di¬ 
rector of Engineering of Standard 
Chemicals, Inc., Natick, Mass., wrote that 
he will attend our Alumni Day gather¬ 
ing and added: “About May 15, we ex¬ 
pect to move into a new home which I 
am building just around the corner from 
my present one. The new address is 51 
Marked Tree Road, Needham 92, Mass. 
My daughter, Roberta, is marrying David 
Channing Crocker, a sophomore at M.I.T. 
in electrical engineering, on June 18. 
Dave has been in the army for quite a 
while and is now planning to finish his 
course at the Institute, started a few 
years back. Roberta is a first year student 
at the New England Conservatory of 
Music, taking the new course in music 
therapy. My son, Donald, is twelve and 
goes to junior high school next year. He 
seems to be heading for Technology for 
architecture and design. Mrs. Haskel is 
now recovering from a long illness and 
probably won’t be at the reunion, but 
may be able to attend next year.” 

The Alumni Register has just received 
belated report of the death of a member 
of the Class: Maurice de La Salle Kearney 
of Manchester, N.H., who was associated 
with us in Course VI. The date of his 
death and other data concerning him are 
unknown. 

We hope to see you in Cambridge on 
Alumni Day. If you can’t be there, won’t 
you please send your Secretary that note 
you have been intending to write? — 
Carole A. Clarke, Secretary, Federal 
Telephone and Radio Company, 100 
Kingsland Road, Clifton, N.J. 

• 1923 • 

By all rights, the notes this month 
should consist of a big blank space en¬ 
titled, “Reserved For The Notes You 
Fellows Didn’t Send In.” Even The Re¬ 
view had no clippings to offer. Inasmuch 
as we use all note material each month, 
we have nothing left in reserve. 
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Lem Tremaine, II, sent in an oversized 
card of a beach scene at Pensacola, Fla., 
reading, “Wish you were her.” Now, I 
am being subjected to blackmail! Your 
Secretary spent two weeks in Dallas and 
Fort Worth recently attending various 
conventions. There are two hustling towns 
booming almost as much as White Plains. 
Another nationally known concern will 
have moved here before you read these 
notes. Changes of addresses are regularly 
noted. How about some of you migrants 
sending in a few letters for these notes? 
— Howard F. Russell, Secretary, Im¬ 
proved Risk Mutuals, 15 North Broad¬ 
way, White Plains, N.Y. Wentworth T. 
Howland, Assistant Secretary, 1771 
Washington Street, Aubumdale 66, Mass. 

• 1924 • 

This is the in-between season as far as 
the news front goes, in between Christ¬ 
mas cards and summer postcards. With 
a long winter behind us everyone is evi¬ 
dently too worn out to pen notes and the 
lack of news clips seems to indicate a 
general period of inactivity. 

However, even if he didn’t pick up 
much news, your Secretary had a whale 
of a good time one night in April when 
he and Ray Lehrer journeyed down to 
New York for one of the local ’24 get- 
togethers. It was a good group, about 20 
in all, headed of course by President 
Littlefield and graced by the presence of 
his predecessor, George Parker. George 
seems to be able to plan his trips to take 
in all the important functions. We dis¬ 
covered that Dent Massey’s official title 
is director of Customer Relations of 
American Machine and Foundry. By any 
other name he’s still selling atomic piles, 
and believe it or not, lie’s sold three so 
far. That’s not exactly a mass production 
item. Difficult to know how to bill him 
in the forthcoming Class Directory. That, 
by the way, is now in process, and will be 
sent to you as soon as it’s available. Jack 
Hennessy, who lives only a step away 
from the University Club where we met, 
having got the United Nations Building 
built, is now doing a little job for M.I.T., 
the structural engineering for the new 
Compton Laboratories. This is pretty 
much an all-M.I.T. job, incidentally. Of 
the architectural firm, Skidmore, Owings 
& Merrill, Skidmore is ’23, Merrill, ’22. 

Also present. Dr. H. Easton McMahon, 
who shifted from civil engineering to 
medicine. He’s also shifted his Glen Head 
address recently, from Chicken Valley 
Road to Piping Rock Road. That one 
comes under the head of incidental in¬ 
telligence. II. H. Abdul Razzack told a 
story which no one there will ever repeat. 
Not that it was offensive, matter of fact, 
it was entirely proper in most circles, but 
its punch line depended upon a clucking 
pronunciation of a sort impossible to a 
western tongue. Razz, by the way, is an 
industrialization and planning engineer, 
and if you want to know what that is 
you’ll have to ask him. 

Johnny Fitch, looking very happy 
about civilian life after his long years in 
government jobs, was on deck. Johnny is 
with Ebasco. Greg Shea and Nate 
Schooler were there. So were George Di- 
Somma, Perry Maynard, Gordon Billard, 
Elko Honigman and A1 Anderson, an¬ 


other Ebasco man. The City of New York 
was ably represented by Walt Gress who 
keeps it supplied with water. You re¬ 
member during their water shortage a 
few years ago, Walt was pleading with 
the inhabitants not to drink water? He’s 
still at it, and had enthusiastic support. 
Anatole Gruehr and Wink Quarles com¬ 
pleted the party and did their best to 
make it a lively evening. It was. 

So far this sounds like an all-New York 
column, so let’s shift to the West Coast, 
or rather vice versa. The ex-president of 
the Los Angeles M.I.T. Club, Phil Bates, 
stopped by the other day, sporting the 
California tan that by now is standard 
equipment. For old times sake and be¬ 
cause we were thirsty we visited Wal¬ 
ton’s for a cup of coffee, then made a 
quick tour of the new Auditorium. It has 
been in use for some weeks and it’s a 
truly remarkable structure. The roof is 
just getting its protective coat, a trow- 
elled-on mixture of liquid Plexiglass and 
crushed granite. Very handsome mate¬ 
rial, brand new and reputedly with ex¬ 
cellent characteristics. We also looked 
into the Chapel, right near by. So far it’s 
only a shell, but a shell the like of which 
you never saw before. Should be com¬ 
pleted by Alumni Day and some of you 
will have a chance to see it then. 

On April 12 the annual A. D. Little 
Lecture was delivered by Charles Allen 
Thomas, Monsanto President. “Crea¬ 
tivity and Science” was his topic and it 
was well received. It gets printed for 
limited distribution, and if any of you 
would like a copy just drop your Secre¬ 
tary a line. Couple of our top Navy men 
in the Pacific are M.I.T. men, Admirals 
Stump and Pride. Admiral Stump got his 
master’s with us in Aeronautical Engi¬ 
neering. He’s now commander of our 
Pacific Fleet after a long record of dis¬ 
tinguished service. His first sea assign¬ 
ment after leaving M.I.T. was on our 
first carrier, the Langley, and he was 
skipper of the Lexington when she went 
down in the Pacific in 1943. Admiral 
Pride was a couple of years after us, and 
he now has the ticklish job of command¬ 
ing our fleet around Formosa. 

A newspaper story of Bill Rosenwald’s 
appointment to head the United Jewish 
Appeal bills him as a super-salesman and 
starts with a quote from a close friend, 
“If William Rosenwald had devoted his 
full time to business he would be the 
richest man in this country.” His job this 
year; raise $100,000,000. 

So much for now. Hope to see many 
of you on June 13. That’s Alumni Day 
at the Institute. And if you’re reading 
this it means you’ve already given to the 
1955 Alumni Fund and consequently the 
memorial to Dr. Compton, for which 
many, many thanks. — Henry B. Kane, 
Secretary, Room 1-272, M.I.T., Cam¬ 
bridge 39, Mass. 

• 1925 • 

By the time this issue of The Review 
reaches you, the 30th Reunion will be a 
matter of history. We hope you made it, 
but if by chance you did not, there will be 
a complete report of it in the first issue 
next fall. 

News items are not very plentiful, but 
a few bits of information have gotten 


through to your Secretary. The New York 
Times in March carried the information 
that Joan Elizabeth Hoxie was married at 
Scarborough, N.Y., in the afternoon of 
March 19 to Michal Wild Bristol. The 
bride was given in marriage by her father, 
John Hoxie, XV. 

The Providence Journal recently car¬ 
ried some interesting information regard¬ 
ing Arthur Merewether whom we of the 
Class of 1925 claim since he received his 
master’s from the Institute with us. This 
article indicated that Arthur was a former 
hot infielder for East Providence High, 
Brown University and the Pittsburgh Pi¬ 
rates. “Arthur played baseball and hockey 
and was rated a great infielder for Brown. 
He got his master’s degree at M.I.T., then 
joined the Pittsburgh Pirates. He did a 
year in the bush leagues, coached base¬ 
ball and hockey at Andover Academy. 
One day on a trip to Boston he stopped 
off to do a fast examination of the Army 
Air Corps office and in a year or so was 
back at M.I.T. studying meteorology for 
the Army. In 1935 he and a friend crash- 
landed their Army plane at Seekonk, 
skidding onto Fall River Avenue, pushed 
the plane back on the field and took off 
again. When the war started in Europe, 
his superior was Captain Robert M. Lo- 
sey, who was sent to Norway on a civilian 
mission and became the first American 
casualty of the war when killed by frag¬ 
ments during a German aerial bombard¬ 
ment. Arthur was promoted to chief 
meteorologist for the Air Corps where he 
led a wartime career that is too full for 
this column. Since 1946 he has been chief 
meteorologist for American Airlines. He’s 
also the only meteorologist we ever heard 
of who has some connection with meteors. 
During the war he discovered a lake in 
Labrador. Last summer the National 
Geographic Society explored Arthur’s 
lake and said it probably got its bed from 
a falling meteor.” 

Your Secretary had a few minutes in 
Chicago recently and talked both with 
Tony Lauria and Herb Taylor by phone. 
Tony and his wife will observe their 25th 
wedding anniversary this summer and 
have plans for a four-week trip to South 
America. Tony promises to give many 
more details upon his return. Herb has 
recently take on a new position, is still 
connected with the mining industry and 
finds himself extremely busy. 

Just as this goes to press, I have re¬ 
ceived word that Fred Rice is hospitalized 
with a heart condition and his wife says 
he will be laid up for several weeks. I 
hope by the time you receive this he will 
be back on his feet. Some of you might 
like to drop him a note at his home, 202 
Bacon Street, Natick, Mass. — F. L. Fos¬ 
ter, Secretary, Room 5-105, M.I.T., 
Cambridge, Mass. 

• 1926 . 

When at 5:15 the sun came bouncing 
off the sea into my bedroom this mid- 
April Sunday morning, it heralded a nice 
day, one that I surely did not want to 
spend writing class notes. Hence after 
brewing a cup of coffee, here I am and 
the notes should be completed before 
breakfast is served in Pigeon Cove. When 
I picked up the March issue of The Tech¬ 
nology Review, the picture on the cover 
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looked terribly familiar, so I checked the 
contents page and sure enough, the title 
was “Surf Spray at Bass Rocks,” which is 
that part of Cape Ann adjoining Rockport 
about four miles south of where I am 
sitting right now. What an opportunity 
had slipped by! I could have built that 
into a real story of how the Class of 1926 
notes were now being featured on the 
cover. It was over the dam though, and 
since notes are always written two 
months before publication, there was no 
point in trying to cash in on it at such a 
late date. I made up my mind then and 
there to contact the Editor of The Review 
and ask to be forewarned if Cape Ann 
was ever again featured on the cover but 
due to the pressure of Uncle Du Pont’s 
business or some similar worthy excuse, I 
never got around to it. Then whack-o- 
bang, along comes the April issue with 
the cover “Lobster Fisheries at Bay View, 
Cape Ann” and this is four miles north 
of where I am sitting right now. If that 
isn’t grounds for getting fired for neglect 
of duty there can be no groimds. There¬ 
fore, if anyone wants to fire the Class 
Secretary, just write to the Class Presi¬ 
dent — his name is D. A. Shepard, Rocke¬ 
feller Plaza, New York City. 

Even though my timing is way off, I 
still must comment on this cover photo 
of the Lobster Fisheries because I under¬ 
stand this plant is now owned by an 
M.I.T. man, Roger Babson’03, who pur¬ 
chased the place as an investment a few 
years ago. It is the largest lobster business 
in the world and when you eat a broiled 
live lobster in Washington, Cleveland or 
Chicago, the chances are 25 to 1 that it 
came from here and very likely by ex¬ 
press. The Bay View plant has huge stor¬ 
age tanks that are filled with fresh sea 
water (I mean new water, not water that 
the salt has been taken from). I have 
heard figures on the number of lobsters 
stored here and they are astronomical. 
The lobsters are brought from Nova Sco¬ 
tia by ship in large quantities because 
local lobsters are not sufficiently avail¬ 
able. Most local lobsters are consumed 
right in the area. How many times have 
I heard friends who have summer places 
here on Cape Ann say, “I wish I could 
find some way of making a living here, 
so I could live here all of the time,” and 
this is the way one man discovered how 
to do it 25 years ago. 

We recently received a nice letter from 
Win Russell who is still in Formosa. My 
brother-in-law, Win Southworth (also 
’26) saw classmate Russell in Taiwan last 
summer. In Win’s letter (I’m talking about 
Win Russell now) he starts off by saying 
that I may, for security reasons, refer to 
his letter, but not quote it. That makes 
me work for when I receive a letter from 
a classmate, I usually clip it to my own 
long hand notes and say “please copy.” 
Anyhow, Win reports that the M.I.T. 
Club in Taiwan meets four times a year 
and often when an important visitor ar¬ 
rives a meeting is whipped up in a hurry. 
One of our newspaper clippings this 
month tells that Admiral Pride took 
courses at M.I.T. and upon looking in 
the Alumni Register we note that he is 
listed under '26. Perhaps he was one of 
the visitors to Taiwan M.I.T. Club. Two 
classmates who are active members are 
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H. Y. Lo and M. C. Chen. Win sends his 
best wishes to all of the Class and from 
the way his letter reads, we fear that the 
Class Notes cause him to suffer some nos¬ 
talgia. Such an intent is wholly uninten¬ 
tional but all of the characters we write 
about are real. 

Jim du Pont was in the office the other 
day but I happened to be in Akron on 
the same day — sorry to have missed him. 
I suppose too, Ill have my knuckles 
wrapped for having been in Akron and 
not looking up our classmates in the area 
but it was in one day and out the next. 
I also found that the Cleveland airport is 
a dickens of a long way from Akron and 
I was in buses and taxis for a longer time 
than in the air between Cleveland and 
Boston, hence I couldn’t call any of our 
friends in Cleveland either. I hope to have 
a little better luck in Detroit next month 
and plan to see Dave Sutter and Gordon 
Spear. The clipping services brought in 
a story about classmate Monsignor Arthur 
Riley. His parishioners and friends, seven 
hundred strong, recently had a reception 
for him honoring the completion of his 
first year in Quincy which certainly indi¬ 
cates how well he is liked. Now I’m going 
to have to admit that I did not finish 
these notes before breakfast and I had to 
pick them up again in the evening upon 
returning to town. As a result, I can now 
hear Ed Sullivan’s program just coming 
in on TV and since it’s one of the few 
programs I look at, I plan to dash. There 
is only one more issue of notes this season. 
That means it won’t be long before we 
are sailing because we never write notes 
during the sailing season. Till July, the 
last issue of the season. — George War¬ 
ren Smith, Secretary, c/o E. I. duPont 
de Nemours and Company, Inc., 140 Fed¬ 
eral Street, Room 325, Boston, Mass. 

• 1928 • 

Ralph Jope received a letter from Wal¬ 
ter Hildick enclosing a newspaper clip¬ 
ping ( Daily News Record). The clipping 
contained a photograph of A1 Dempe- 
wolff and the announcement that A1 has 
been named assistant to the General 
Manager of the Textile Division of Cela- 
nese Corporation of America. Walter 
Hildick, himself, is president and treas¬ 
urer of Curtis and Marble Machine Com¬ 
pany, builders of textile machinery, with 
main office and works in Worcester, 
Mass., and a southern branch in Green¬ 
ville, S.C. If you are to be in the vicinity 
of Boston on Monday, June 13, by all 
means plan to attend the Alumni Day 
Dinner. This is one time of the year when 
you can be certain of a good gathering of 
“twenty-eighters.” We guarantee you a 
most enjoyable and memorable evening! 
— George I. Chatfield, Secretary, 49 
Eton Road, Larchmont, N.Y. Walter J. 
Smith, Assistant Secretary, 15 Acorn 
Park, Cambridge, Mass. 

• 1930 • 

Our Twenty-Fifth Reunion is at hand! 
If you haven’t as yet advised us that you 
are coming, with or without other family 
members, please do so immediately and 
then return to finish reading these notes. 
Professor George P. Wadsworth, Room 
2-285 at M.I.T., will be glad to handle 
your last-minute reservations at Baker 


House. An excellent program has been 
planned, so all that may be said now is, 
“Come!” 

Harvey Chapman has been promoted 
to the position of chief engineer by the 
Evans Products Company of Plymouth, 
Mich. He visited your Secretary recently 
at the shipyard in Quincy. Bryant Ken¬ 
ney, a director of Standard-Vacuum Oil 
Company in New York City, has just re¬ 
turned from a business trip to Indonesia 
and India. Ben Buerk of Buffalo sends 
greetings from Haiti, where he has been 
vacationing. Herm Botzow will be at the 
reunion if weather permits. Herm operates 
a large farm in Brunswick, Ohio. Ed 
Hawkins writes from Danville, Va., that 
he hopes his tight schedule will permit 
his attendance. If Bob Henderson isn’t 
with us at the reunion, it will be because 
of current labor negotiations in which he 
is involved at the Climax Molybdenum 
mine in Colorado. Ralph Rowzee of Sar¬ 
nia, Ontario, is chairman of the nominat¬ 
ing committee for class officers. Dick 
Wilson of Rochester and your Secretary 
will lend a hand. We expect to have 
church services conducted in the new 
M.I.T. Chapel during our reunion by 
Catholic and Protestant clergymen who 
are members of our Class. Maurice Her¬ 
bert of Franklin, Mass., is president of a 
paint company bearing that town’s name. 
His two sons, aged three and one, will 
be fitted for golf clubs soon. We suggest 
that Louise Hall take up writing as a side¬ 
line. Her humorous letters to Alumnae in 
conjunction with the reunion were mas¬ 
terpieces. Louise is on the publications 
committee for the North Carolina chapter 
of the A.I.A., which gets out a magazine 
entitled “The Southern Architect.” She 
serves also as chapter archivist. Fellow 
architect Bob Schildknecht of Cincinnati 
plans to attend the reunion with his 
family. Will you be there with yours? 
Please try to make the answer, “Yesl” — 
Parker H. Starratt, Secretary, 1 Brad¬ 
ley Park Drive, Hingham, Mass. Assistant 
Secretaries: Robert M. Nelson, 48 E. 
Lawrence Road, Phoenix, Ariz. Robert A. 
Poisson, 150 E. 73rd Street, New York 
21, N.Y. 

• 1932 • 

We have some up to date information 
on several of our classmates from whom 
we haven’t heard in a long time. Gilbert 
Amerman is research associate of the 
National Association of Cost Accountants, 
43 Prospect Street, East Orange, N.J. Gil 
is a bachelor, but confesses he still has a 
weakness for the distaff side. His hobby 
is hiking, with a little mountain climbing 
thrown in for good measure. Clarence 
Stacey is operations manager of Wing- 
foot Lake Division of Goodyear Aircraft 
Corporation, whose personnel varies from 
400 to 800 people. They manufacture 
ZSG4 airships for the Navy, radar com¬ 
ponents, rubberized fabric items for 
Goodyear Tire and Rubber Company, 
and miscellaneous aircraft parts and as¬ 
semblies. Wingfoot Lake is the main base 
for the Goodyear airships. The Staceys — 
wife, Louise, son, Roger, 18, and daugh¬ 
ter, Susan, eight — live at 415 Rellim 
Drive, Kent, Ohio. 

An interesting assignment is ahead for 
John Bellizia, who left in April, with his 
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wife and four children, for Pakistan to be 
Chief Sanitation Engineer, F.O.A. This 
should be ideal location for his hobbies 
of photography and philately. John had 
been connected with the Sanitary Engi¬ 
neering Division of Massachusetts De¬ 
partment of Public Health. Ideal too for 
Ernest Anderson is the approaching sum¬ 
mer. He is building a summer cottage on 
a bluff overlooking Lake Michigan at 
Glenn, Mich. Ernest is an electrical en¬ 
gineer with the L. E. Myers Company of 
Chicago, electrical contractors for public 
utilities in the middle and southwest. He 
is married, has two sons, Paul and Tim, 
17 and 10, lives at 460 Evanston Avenue, 
Lake Bluff, Ill., and is active in Methodist 
Church activities, American Legion and 
Army Reserve. 

Art Seiler is president of Gates Engi¬ 
neering Company, Wilmington, Del., 
which is primarily concerned with heavy 
duty corrosion engineering. They pi¬ 
oneered liquid air-curing elastomeric 
coatings, chiefly neoprene, along with 
some other plastics. They also manufac¬ 
ture in sheet and putty form and have 
quite a large contracting organization for 
applying coatings. In conjunction there¬ 
with they have the Delaware Valley Steel 
Works, a fabricating company that manu¬ 
factures all types of pressure vessels and 
other code equipment, specializing in 
chemical and industrial fields, with Dela¬ 
ware Valley making the equipment and 
Gates lining and coating it. The New 
York Times and Business Week recently 
carried considerable publicity on the work 
they did on the liner United States in 
protecting her bow, rudder and other 
parts. 

John Yeager is in business for himself, 
being a partner in the firm of Fair and 
Yeager, general insurance agency, Natick, 
Mass. John and his wife, together with 
their two daughters, twelve and nine, live 
on Cochituate Road, Wayland, Mass. He 
is active in civic affairs and has held vari¬ 
ous offices in the Town of Wayland. The 
following is quoted from a note received 
from Jim McMartin: “Own my home. 
Have two cars. Have three children, ages 
12, 10 and 9. Travel a lot. Have numer¬ 
ous business associates in many com¬ 
panies. Love West Hartford. Love my 
job. Love my wife. Hope all classmates 
can say same.” Jim is director of engi¬ 
neering for Fenn Manufacturing Com¬ 
pany of West Hartford, Conn., and it 
sounds as though he is leading a happy 
and contented life. Had a nice card from 
Joe Cimorelli, expressing appreciation for 
the Class Notes. Thanks Joe! He is ad¬ 
ministrative engineer for Radio Corpora¬ 
tion of America, Camden, N.J. Other 
than his job, he says he has nothing to 
report. 

Another Radio Corporation of America 
man is Carlos Burnett, who is manager 
of their Cathode-Ray and Power Tube 
Operations Department, Tube Division, 
Lancaster, Pa. His job covers engineering 
and manufacturing for black and white 
TV picture tubes, camera tubes for TV, 
power tubes, all types, storage and photo 
tubes, photo multipliers and microwave 
tubes. The work involves about 4,500 
personnel and is done in three locations: 
Harrison, N.J., Marion, Ind., and Lan¬ 
caster. Carlos travels a lot. His wife and 


three children are living on Cape Cod, 
but the Burnetts are building a home in 
Lancaster. 

Ed Burritt asks, “How do I learn 
what’s new with the other ‘Depression 
Babies?’ ” His address is 6 Smith Street, 
Marblehead, Mass. He says he is busy in 
the gas turbine business, being manager, 
sales. Aircraft Engine Department of 
General Electric Company. He is mar¬ 
ried and has a son at Purdue and a daugh¬ 
ter still growing up. Ed plans to be at the 
Reunion in 1957. — Robert B. Semple, 
Secretary, Box 111, Wyandotte, Mich. 
Assistant Secretaries: William H. Bar¬ 
ker, 45 Meredith Drive, Cranston, R.I. 
Rolf Eliassen, Room 1-138, M.I.T., 
Cambridge 39, Mass. 

• 1933 • 

“Man of Distinction” award this month 
goes to Gordon Bunshaft, chief designer 
of the architectural firm of Skidmore, 
Owings and Merrill in New York. Gordon 
received special credit by New York City’s 
Fifth Avenue Association in giving the 
firm its biennial award for the best new 
building in mid-town Manhattan — Lever 
House. Congratulations to Laurance 
Sibley, VI, for his appointment as vice- 
president of the Combustion Control Di¬ 
vision of Electronics Corporation of 
America in Cambridge. Before joining 
this firm in 1945, Larry was with Bendix 
Aviation. The New York Journal Ameri¬ 
can recently carried an interesting story 
about the exploits of Bob Heggie, V, who 
is director of research of the American 
Chicle Company, a firm that dispenses 
35,000 tons (yes, tons) of chewing gum 
annually. Out of some of the research 
under Bob’s direction came the discovery 
that chlorophyl kills the odors of onions, 
alcohol, and so forth; the result: clorets 
rank near the top among the company’s 
products. 

We were very sorry to hear of the death 
of Charlie Alba, VI-A, who worked with 
Malpar in Washington. Charlie is sur¬ 
vived by his wife and two daughters, to 
whom the Class extends its deepest sym¬ 
pathy. 

Three of our roving classmates showed 
up on campus recently: Colonel Carroll 
Newton, IV-A, assigned by the Corps of 
Engineers to the 13-week course at the 
Harvard Business School, and seemingly 
enjoying every lecture and recitation; 
Philip Rutledge, I, who is currently serv¬ 
ing very ably as a member of the Visiting 
Committee on the Department of Civil 
and Sanitary Engineering; and Dave 
Smith, VI, Vice-president of Philco, who 
took time out of his busy schedule to 
review the problems of the Meteorology 
Department as a member of that Visiting 
Committee. Dave brought good reports 
of Don Fink, VI-C, who shares some of 
Dave’s research responsibilities at Philco. 
The story of the month comes from Bill 
Rand, who reports modestly that, “most 
of my time is taken up with the planning 
(and eventually the development) of a 
new city. This ranch is only an hour’s 
drive from the center of Los Angeles, 
and we feel that the time is about right 
to start seriously in the long range de¬ 
velopment of the property as real estate. 
The eastern 10,000 acres is ideally situ¬ 
ated with ample water, power, gas, rail 


and national highways, and we hope 
eventually to develop thereon a com¬ 
munity of about 50,000-75,000 people, 
with its own light industry. Since the 
present population is composed of about 
50 people, a few thousand cattle, some 
sheep, we have plenty of room in which 
to maneuver. The greater part of 1955 
will be taken up with master planning 
and engineering. Next year we will be 
started on actually developing the land.” 
To an easterner, that sounds like a “pow¬ 
erful lot” to get accomplished in a short 
time. The best of luck in your new ven¬ 
ture. — George Henning, Secretary , 330 
Belmont Avenue, Brooklyn 7, N.Y. R. M. 
Kimball, Assistant Secretary, Room 
3-234, M.I.T., Cambridge, Mass. 

. 1934 • 

Jink Callan advises that Fred Vaughan 
has recently started his own business as 
the Suffolk Converting Company, Linden¬ 
hurst, Long Island. Fred had previously 
been plant manager for Grinnell Lith¬ 
ography Company and was concerned 
with the manufacture of boxes. John 
Ilrones gives as an unseasonal sports note 
for the June issue the following. When 
the Institute’s new skating rink was dedi¬ 
cated in February, a hockey game be¬ 
tween the Alumni and varsity was 
played. Representing ’34 on the alumni 
team in addition to John, were Roger 
Williams who is with Metcalf and Eddy, 
and Ranny Thompson who is with Pratt 
and Whitney in Hartford and who 
brought along his wife and three chil¬ 
dren. With veterans of this caliber par¬ 
ticipating, small wonder that the Alumni 
were able to rack up a dazzling 6 to 5 
victory. Carl Wilson reports having a 
pleasant lunch with Frank Milliken in 
New York and a chance encounter with 
Duke Hempstead at the corner of 49th 
and Lexington. We also hear that George 
Jordan was last fall appointed construc¬ 
tion engineer and housing adviser to 
Trinidad by Foreign Operations Admin¬ 
istration. Before this he had been man¬ 
ager of a housing project in Newport, Va. 

Paul Wing, who is with the Mason- 
Neilan Regulator Company in Boston, de¬ 
livered a paper before a symposium on 
"(Liquid) Level and Its Measurement,” 
in Newark on April 6. The symposium 
was sponsored by the Instrument Society 
of America and Paul’s paper was titled 
“Exploiting the Displacement Level Prin¬ 
ciple.” 

We record with sorrow the untimely 
death last fall of Bill Mill’s son, Don¬ 
ald, who at the time was attending 
Admiral Farragut Academy in St. Peters¬ 
burg, Fla. A new building at this school, 
made possible by Bill and his wife, will 
be dedicated to the memory of Donald. 
—Walter McKay, Secretary, Room 
33—211, M.I.T., Cambridge, Mass. 

• 1936 . 

News comes from all over for the Class 
this month. Word has come that Bill 
Bode, a transplanted Southerner, has 
been named general manager of the Selig 
Company of Georgia; manufacturers of 
floor and maintenance materials. Bill, a 
native of Lawrence, Mass., attended 
Lawrence High School before graduating 
from M.I.T. He served as a Lieutenant 
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Commander in the Navy Sea Bees dur¬ 
ing World War II; most of the time in the 
Pacific Theater of Operations, and was 
released from duty in November 1945. 
After the war he took up residence in 
Atlanta, Ga. Prior to Navy duty he was 
employed with the Warren Brothers 
Construction Company of Cambridge. Bill 
has been with the Selig Company since 
1947. He is active in community affairs; 
a member of the Atlanta Sales Executive 
Club and the Chamber of Commerce 
there. He is married to the former Ellie 
Robinson of R.I. and they have two chil¬ 
dren. His recipe for mint juleps was not 
received in time for the Class Notes! 
Bemie Vonnegut, one of the class mem¬ 
bers who went on to get a Ph.D. in 
physics and chemistry, addressed a group 
of scientists at New York University in 
February. His talks covered his new 
theories pertaining to lighting. Bemie is 
now with Arthur D. Little, Inc., in Cam¬ 
bridge, Mass. Prior to that he was with 
General Electric, where he devoted much 
time to the seeding of clouds to produce 
rain. It was Iris idea to use silver iodide 
crystals instead of ice crystals for rain 
making purposes. (Secretary's note: In 
view of his rain making propensities there 
is some question as to whether he will be 
invited to the Class Reunion next year!) 

A stunning picture of a pretty bride in 
the Boston press tells us that another 
bachelor has fallen from the class ranks: 
Ben Cooperstein who married Florence 
Arleen Porter of Salem, Mass., in Feb¬ 
ruary. There is considerable detail of 
what the bride wore but nothing as to 
what Ben had on, although, presumably 
it was not his R.O.T.C. uniform. Follow¬ 
ing a wedding trip to the West Indies 
they will live in Boston — if Ben can re¬ 
sume a normal life. Fred Prahl comments 
from Wenham, Mass., that after 17 years 
at the United Shoe Machinery Corpora¬ 
tion he finally “flew the coop” and is now 
vice-president and director of research 
and development for a new plastic con¬ 
tainer company in Harvard, Mass.; the 
Bradley Container Corporation — Bradley 
being for Bradley Dewey of Dewey and 
Ahny Chemical Company, who started 
the company. Fred states that he has 
been with this new company since its 
start on December 1, 1953, and is now 
planning to move to Harvard, Mass. (Fred 
should also be listed as one of those who 
contributed $5.00 or more to keep the 
Class Treasury alive!) 

Further word comes about Bud Knud- 
sen who was appointed general manager 
of the Detroit Diesel Division of General 
Motors Corporation, effective as of March 
1. Bud goes to Detroit Diesel from G.M.’s 
Allison Division, at Indianapolis, Ind., 
where he has been manufacturing man¬ 
ager for aircraft engine operations since 
December 1954. He has been with Alli¬ 
son since February 1953. After gradua¬ 
tion from M.I.T. in 1936, Bud spent three 
years in Detroit machine shops before 
joining G.M. as a process engineer at 
Pontiac Motor Division. At Pontiac, he 
served as chief inspector-defense plant, 
superintendent of the car assembly plant 
and assistant general master mechanic be¬ 
fore he was appointed director of the 
Process Development Section of General 
Motors in August, 1949. In February, 


1953, he was transferred to Allison as 
assistant manufacturing manager of air¬ 
craft engine operations, and was ap¬ 
pointed manager on December 1, 1954. 

The most interesting news this month 
comes from Cesar Calderon in San Juan, 
Puerto Rico. After receiving his engineer¬ 
ing degree in 1936, Cesar went to work 
for an American engineering firm. Two 
years later, he returned to Puerto Rico 
and was employed by a company that 
sold refrigerating equipment. During this 
period, he became familiar with ice cream 
plant operating methods and his interest 
in this industry was stimulated. In 1940, 
Cesar went into business for himself as a 
plant considtant specializing in the in¬ 
stallation of refrigeration equipment. But 
World War n intervened — equipment 
became impossible to obtain — and Cesar 
was on the verge of going out of busi¬ 
ness. Almost — but not quite. Cesar took 
inventory and found that the only valu¬ 
able property he owned was 15 freezers 
of the type used to dispense soft-served 
ice cream and similar frozen products. 
He set up one of these freezers in a road¬ 
side stand. The reaction of the public was 
overwhelming; people stood in line to buy 
cones and dishes of the frozen product. 
Soon, he had all 15 freezers in operation. 
The capital acquired as the result of the 
success of the wartime venture was not 
allowed to remain idle. In 1945 Cesar 
was offered the opportunity to purchase 
the ice cream plant administered by the 
Galinanes family. The price was $250,000 
with the total due within five years. 
(Where he raised this money would be 
of interest to all Course XV men!) Need¬ 
less to note, under Cesar’s supervision the 
plant prospered and payment was com¬ 
pleted well within the time limit. Em¬ 
phasis during those years was placed on 
developing a loyal trade among the citi¬ 
zens of Puerto Rico, and so thorough a 
job was done that by 1950 only two ice 
cream companies remained active there 
— one controlled by Cesar. The next step 
was obvious to Cesar: The other plant 
was bought and the original Galinanes 
plant was abandoned. With the new one- 
story building as the foundation, an 
extensive modernization program was in¬ 
stituted. A second story was constructed 
and the old equipment of both plants 
was discarded. Renovations were not 
completed until 1953, although the plant 
maintained operations while the altera¬ 
tions were being effected. Improvements 
in equipment never cease, however. As 
soon as dairy engineers unveil a mechani¬ 
cal advancement in the science of ice 
cream making, it is inspected by the 
Mantecados Galinanes management (i.e. 
Cesar) and, if found suitable for the 
Puerto Rican operation, is purchased and 
installed without delay. As Ice Cream 
Field for January, 1955, says: “Thus, it 
is no wonder that the visitor to the San 
Juan plant is impressed by the up-to-date 
appearance of both factory and equip¬ 
ment. It is no exaggeration to say that 
production facilities in this building rank 
with those found in the very best Ameri¬ 
can ice cream plants.” Total output of 
the 200 employees of whom 60 work in 
the plant amounts to 3,000 gallons a day, 
including the company’s premium prod¬ 
uct — sold in some of Puerto Rico’s finest 


hotels, among other places — and is la¬ 
beled “Velvet Supreme.” The Hilton 
hotel chain determined recently to find 
out if Cesar’s ice cream served at the 
Caribe Hilton Hotel in Puerto Rico was 
as good as the frozen product served in 
another of its establishments — the Wal¬ 
dorf-Astoria in New York City. A taste 
panel composed of 10 hotel and ice cream 
experts was set up and an extensive va¬ 
riety of flavors was sampled. No identi¬ 
fication of products by the country of 
their origin was made. Without excep¬ 
tion, the taste panel considered the “Vel¬ 
vet Supreme” flavors made by the Puerto 
Rican plant superior. The voting on each 
flavor never was less than 7-3, with most 
of the balloting recorded at 8-2 and 9-1. 
(Advt. — Secretary.) 

Cesar says that he has been happily 
married for 16 years with two daughters, 
ages twelve and five, and a son, ten. He 
cordially invites all Class ’36 men to come 
by for a free ice cream cone at any time. 
(A welcome change from the prices at 
the Caribe Hilton!) He sends the further 
assurance that any classmate will be suit¬ 
ably “looked after” if he does come. 
(Perhaps in a few years we will have to 
have a tax deductible winter meeting in 
San Juan!) — Henry F. Lippitt, 2nd, 
Secretary, 30 Rockefeller Plaza, Room 
3123, New York 20, N.Y. 

• 1938 • 

After a two-month silence, it is a pleas¬ 
ure once again to have something to re¬ 
port. Bert Grosselfinger, who is with the 
Uhde Corporation, writes from Germany 
that he has been spending a few weeks 
making personal contacts for his busi¬ 
ness. In Maintz on February 21 he met, 
by coincidence, Elmar Piel and his wife 
of a few months. The carnival at the time 
apparently lent the proper atmosphere 
for a reunion celebration: 

Given Brewer writes, “I have just re¬ 
turned from a one-month trip abroad 
visiting England, France, Switzerland, 
Italy and Egypt. I gave a talk before the 
Department of Aeronautics at the Im¬ 
perial College of Science and Technology 
in London on February 17. This talk re¬ 
counted some of my strain-gage tests on 
helicopters, flying boat for the ONR, and 
the Kitimat Project in British Columbia. 
Of interest to the Class is the news that 
Yoshio Mikimoto has joined the East Asi¬ 
atic Consultants, Inc., in Japan. I just had 
a letter from Miki outlining some of his 
work and what he has been doing in the 
past few years.” 

Harold H. Strauss is now a member of 
the technical staff of the Radar Division, 
Hughes Research and Development, Cul¬ 
ver City, Calif. Warden Hartman early 
this year was appointed assistant treas¬ 
urer of the Armstrong Cork Company. 
Frank Wardwell has been elected presi¬ 
dent of the M.I.T. Club of Kentucky. — 
David E. Acker, Secretary, Arthur D. 
Little, Inc., 30 Memorial Drive, Cam¬ 
bridge, Mass. 

• 1939 • 

Since last report I have received a let¬ 
ter from Nelson T. Bogart, Jr., who writes 
as follows: "... My employer. Standard 
Oil Company of California, took me off 
my job as superintendent of the Cracking 
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Division at the Richmond Refinery last 
September and sent me to the 26th Ad¬ 
vanced Management Program at Har¬ 
vard. While there dropped over to M.I.T. 
and had nice visit with Professor T. K. 
Sherwood, and Head of the Department 
of Chemical Engineering, Walt Whit¬ 
man. My, but the old place has expanded. 
Have been stationed in the San Fran¬ 
cisco office since I returned, on a Training 
Assignment in the Manufacturing Depart¬ 
ment. . . Nelson’s address is 2647 
Tuller Avenue, El Cerrito, Calif. 

Then Larry Lyons wrote “. . . We 
moved into our new home last October. 
‘We’ consists of Mom and Pop besieged 
by Carol, five, Ann, eight, and Steve, 
eleven. It is hard to believe that I am due 
for a 15-year plaque from Burndy Engi¬ 
neering Company. Burndy is a manufac¬ 
turer of electrical connectors, thousands of 
types, and my present job is that of man¬ 
ager of the Western Plant in Lynwood, 
Calif. Several recent catalogs are enclosed 
to give you an idea of the electrical con¬ 
nectors which we manufacture. The 
Western Plant here in Lynwood is an in¬ 
tegrated unit having a small engineering 
department, pattern shop, aluminum and 
bronze foundry, machine shop and ware¬ 
house. If you are ever in the vicinity, it 
would be my pleasure to show you 
through the operation. It was good to 
hear from you, Hal, and I look forward 
to seeing you before too long. ...” Larry 
lives at 5536 Holt Avenue, Los Angeles 
56, Calif. 

And, on April 7, Ken Cook wrote “. . . 
This is my third year in teaching after 
some 10 years field work in geophysical 
exploration for the U.S. Bureau of Mines 
(1943-1946) and U.S. Geological Survey. 
I am currently Professor and Head of the 
Geophysics Department at the University 
of Utah. Our department is expanding 
fast, especially in the area of graduate 
students majoring in geophysics. . . . P.S. 
I married a Utah girl after I came out 
West. We make our home in Salt Lake 
City and have a boy, six, and two girls, 
two and one-half years, and nine 
months. ...” 

Just yesterday I heard from A1 Laker 
and find he is no longer in the “waffle” 
business, having changed companies to 
accept a job in sales and promotional 
work with the Associated Brick Company 
of Los Angeles. A1 will either be selling 
bricks or laying bricks from now on and 
we’ll all be interested in seeing what 
comes out. We’re all watching you Al. 
Good luck! — Hal Seykota, Assistant 
Secretary, c/o R. T. Collier Corporation, 
714 W. Olympic Boulevard, Los Angeles 
15, Calif. 

• 1941 • 

Carl Mueller was promoted to a vice¬ 
presidency of the Bankers Trust Company 
in New York in February. He is the head 
of the petroleum group in the banking 
department. Congratulations, Carl! An¬ 
other note from the business world: 
Teddy Walkowicz is representing the 
Rockefeller interests on the board of one 
of their subsidiaries, Nuclear Develop¬ 
ment Associates, a concern working on 
the design of reactors and other nuclear 
apparatus. 

Class members speaking at A.I.E.E. 


meetings around Boston were Robert 
Fano, Associate Professor of Electrical 
Communications at the Institute, on “In¬ 
formation Theory and Cybernetics”; and 
Davis R. Dewey, Second Vice-president 
of High Voltage Engineering Corporation 
in Cambridge, on “The Processing of In¬ 
sulating Plastics with High-Energy 
Radiation.” Also speaking before the 
Plant Engineers’ Club was Lew Jester, ap¬ 
plication engineer in the GE New Eng¬ 
land District, on “Industrial Plant Power 
Distribution Systems.” — Ivor W. Col¬ 
lins, Secretary, 28 Sherman Road, Wake¬ 
field, Mass. 

• 1942 . 

Professionally speaking, the only news 
this month is that Irving S. Fagerson, re¬ 
search professor of Food Technology at 
the University of Massachusetts, recently 
addressed the Ladies’ Night meeting of 
the American Society for Quality Con¬ 
trol, Boston Section. Irv served many 
tasty bits of information after a delicious 
dinner at the Tech Faculty Club. In the 
course of research and the standardiza¬ 
tion of tests he has been using statistical 
techniques to great advantage. We 
learned about taste stimulators, personal 
differences in sensitivity to tastes and 
odors, regional differences in preferred 
tastes, weight control problems in pack¬ 
aging, and were assured that almost 
anyone (including me) could be taught to 
differentiate, reliably, between Coca-Cola 
and Pepsi-Cola. 

As we visit Tech people, correspond 
with friends, and read the items from the 
clipping service we become aware of the 
increasing level of non-technical, non- 
educational, and non-business activities 
of our classmates. I hope you share my 
special interest in news about far-distant 
travelers, about those who lead in their 
community affairs, and those who are ac¬ 
tive in the arts. John E. Barry is chairman 
of the Board of Health in Hingham, 
Mass., in addition to his regular position 
as a food technologist with the A & P. 
He is in charge of production control and 
processing as an assistant to the operating 
superintendent of the A & P national fish 
department. 

We recently received a news clipping 
from New York telling of Bob Greenes’ 
activities as chairman of the Coal and Oil 
Division of the U.J.A. (United Jewish Ap¬ 
peal) Drive in greater New York City. 
This rated a picture and a column be¬ 
cause Bob had just completed two weeks’ 
stay in the hospital for treatment of a 
back injury when a meeting was called to 
plan the annual dinner and dance fund¬ 
raising affair. He was still in a cumber¬ 
some cast that was hardly comfortable 
and far too bulky to allow him to put his 
trousers on, so he bought an oversized 
pair of blue jeans and came to the meet¬ 
ing. Fortunately the office had a wall 
telephone so he operated it while stand¬ 
ing. The newspicture was captioned 
“Back to Wall, Greenes Keeps Working 
for U.J.A.” 

The Alumni Register records are com¬ 
ing in thick and fast, so in the absence 
of more lively mail we have gleaned some 
further nuggets: Academic promotions to 
the rank of Professor have come to 
Thomas E. Hicks at the University of 


California and to Donald A. Norton, also 
in California. Dr. Richard Malone (M.D.) 
has gone on active duty with the Air 
Force in the rank of captain; Roger H. 
Olson is now a major in Meteorology; 
Archie J. Knight is now a colonel in the 
formidable Air Force organization of 
TUSAFJAMMAT, APO 206A, New York; 
Charles B. Winkle is now a colonel, c/o 
Director of Inspection Services at the In¬ 
spector General’s Office in Washington; 
Alex F. Hancock is now a commander, as 
is Joseph P. Meehan, Jr.; and Robert W. 
Curtis has been promoted to the rank of 
captain in the Navy. 

Quite a few '42 men are well beyond 
the 48 states. If anyone contemplates 
long-distance travel he will be sure to 
find a cordial welcome from Robert E. 
Staff in Seward, Alaska; Erwin Anisz in 
Mexico City; Ricardo Zuloaga and Akbar 
Brinsmade in Caracas, Venezuela; and 
George E. Howe who is working for Pratt 
and Whitney somewhere in England. 
Remigo S. Roda, Jr. is with TWA’s Paris 
office at the Orly Aeroport; Charlie 
Stempfs business office is at Bombas y 
Construcciones (Worthington Corpora¬ 
tion), Calle de Lagascia 102, Madrid, 
Spain; Cyril M. Krook returned to South 
Africa some years ago and can be found 
at Sea Point in Cape Town; and C. Napier 
Thomson recently moved from Cremome 
to Sydney, Australia. 

Getting back to Cambridge, the Alumni 
Fund reports that 27 per cent of the 
latest “class roll” of the Class of 1942 has 
already contributed an average of over 
$22.00 each (total $4671.00) to the Karl 
Taylor Compton Laboratories for Nuclear 
Science and Engineering. This is a higher 
per capita than that of all but a few of 
the younger classes, but not quite aver¬ 
age in per cent of class represented. We 
suggest, solicit, and urge all who have 
not yet been heard from to add their 
support and dollars (which will be 
matched by a generous anonymous 
Alumnus) to a vital field of the future — 
which is also a living memorial to a bril¬ 
liant and beloved leader of our own past. 

Our class treasury was last reported in 
July, 1953. Balance that date was $293.94; 
receipts since then, class dues and in¬ 
terest, were $46.62; disbursements for the 
Reunion Booklet (still a few copies avail¬ 
able) were $300.81; this leaves a net cash 
on hand of $39.75. 

Without having set up an analysis on 
I.B.M. punch cards and without having 
made a detailed tabulation, I have the 
feeling that during the three years of 
Class Notes since our Tenth Reunion (and 
for that matter during the ten years before 
that) these columns have chronicled the 
activities of only a small percentage of 
this section’s readers, and of a still smaller 
part of the Class as a whole. If you write 
it, I submit it, and The Review prints it 
— barring the inevitable jarring note of in¬ 
frequent misfortune, the more communi¬ 
cation, the more information, the more 
pleasure. And thanks to all for your mes¬ 
sages. — Lou Rosenblum, Secretary, 
Photon, Inc., 58 Charles Street, Cam¬ 
bridge 41, Mass. 

• 1943 • 

Stan Proctor has opened a manufac¬ 
turers’ agency and distribution office at 
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1900 Euclid Avenue in Cleveland under 
the firm name of Stanley M. Proctor 
Company. He will specialize in hydraulic 
and pneumatic controls and instrument 
devices. This firm will provide products 
and services for the machine tool and 
process industries in fields associated 
with automation. Stan is a member of the 
Cleveland Engineering Society; he lives 
at 19400 Wickfield Road, Warrensville 
Heights, Ohio. Bob Anderson has recently 
been made a member of the architectural 
and engineering firm of Ganteaume and 
McMullen in Boston. Bob has been with 
this firm since 1946 and has done some 
outstanding construction supervision on 
their projects in the East. Bob, his wife 
Pat, and their lovely little daughter live 
at 243 West Street, Needham, Mass. 

Captain Albert A. Poppiti of 728 South 
Lincoln Street, Wilmington, Del., has 
been appointed meteorology instructor 
for the recently formed Flight D of the 
9498th Air Force Reserve Squadron. 
Captain Poppiti served as a meteorology 
officer with the Army Air Force during 
World W’ar II, receiving his training at 
the Institute. He is a salesman for Keil 
Motor Company, and has been active in 
the Air Force Reserve since his discharge 
from service in 1946. The Borden Com¬ 
pany has named B. David Halpem re¬ 
search director of its chemical division 
laboratory at Philadelphia. He formerly 
was president of Monomer-Plymer, Inc., 
Leominster, acquired by Borden last 
month. Change of address notices indi¬ 
cate that Dara P. Antia is with the Na¬ 
tional Carbon Company, Ltd., in Calcutta, 
India; Warren Knauer has moved from 
Houston, Texas, to Wilmette, IU.; and 
Robert W. Maxwell is now in Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 

By now, over 100 classmates have re¬ 
ceived post cards from me requesting 
news for these notes. Kindly respond, even 
a post card will do. — Richard M. Fein- 
cold, Secretary, 49 Pearl Street, Hart¬ 
ford 3, Conn. 

• 1945 • 

It is hoped that as you read these Class 
Notes your good wife is packing for your 
10th Reunion sojourn; possibly you have 
just returned from your fabulous reunion 
and have not the strength to unpack! If 
changes in plans or conditions now mean 
you can come, please wire the Hotel Cur¬ 
tis, Lenox, Massachusetts, indicating ar¬ 
rival time; your fellow reunionees will 
welcome your attendance. 

During the month of March the follow¬ 
ing classmates have indicated that they 
will be in attendance: Hal and Lois 
Thorkilsen, Charlie and Nancy Hart, Tom 
and Elizabeth Hewson, Bill and Stella 
Loeb, Sandy Neuhaus, Frank and Matilda 
Gallagher, A1 and Louise Oxenham, Curly 
and Betty Bickford as well as the follow¬ 
ing hopefuls: Ed Lemer, Jack and Veina 
Atwood, Sam and Elizabeth Haines. 
Needless to say at this time (April 10) 
your reunion committee is pleased at the 
interest shown by you all, but we want 
more! Not only do we want quality, but 
quantity! Drop whatever you are doing 
and drive to the Curtis. Most recent gen¬ 
eral class mailings have not mentioned 
class dues. Your class officers want to 
thank those of you that have contributed; 
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to those of you that have overlooked this 
chore, may we say that it is never too 
late. Believe it or not, one classmate. 
Bud Hetric, gave twice. Why don’t others 
of you keep as accurate a record! 

Reunion activities have kept news 
gathering to a minimum, but we do have 
a few items. Carol and Don Kuehl were 
very pleased to announce the birth of 
Claudia Dianne on March 8. On Feb¬ 
ruary 12, Stan Timmerman of Danbury, 
Conn., took as his bride Pauline Gale 
Coleman of Nutley, N.J. Stan is presently 
employed by Republic Foil and Metals 
Mills, Inc., Danbury, whom he recently 
joined after several years with the Sco- 
vill Manufacturing Company in Water- 
bury. Reunion follow-ups led to a most 
interesting note from Reg Stoops. After 
many years with American Cyanamid in 
Stamford, Conn., Reg recently joined the 
General American Transportation Com¬ 
pany in East Chicago, Ind. To quote from 
his letter “I got your card as I was pack¬ 
ing my bags to move out to wild . . . 
south side of Chicago to take a new job 
and continue an old courtship. Both have 
gone well and I am now a permanent, 
though unsettled, resident with plans of 
matrimony commencing May 14. You can 
imagine what chance there is of making 
die reunion.” (Secretary’s Note: The re¬ 
union would be a fitting climax to a happy 
honeymoon!) Reg sends his best to all and 
will reaffiliate with ’45 after seven years 
affiliation with ’48. We recently read of 
Jim Mulholland’s wedding. We all re¬ 
member Jim’s beaming red face and flam¬ 
ing red hair as a member of 10-44. The 
lucky bride was Clariel Weikart of Fort 
Wayne, Ind. She is a graduate of North¬ 
western University and at one time sang 
professionally as Claire Holly. Congratu¬ 
lations to the new papa and the newly¬ 
weds! 

We are off to the Hotel Curtis; hope 
to see you there. If not, your Secretary 
will be bringing you reports of the festive 
occasion. — C. H. Springer, Secretary, 
Firemens Mutual Insurance Company, 
420 Lexington Avenue, New York 17, N.Y. 

• 1949 • 

Judging from the number of news clip¬ 
pings forwarded to us ’49ers are well 
represented on the nation’s front pages. 
But if you’re feeling frustrated in this 
respect, drop your Secretary a line and 
see yourself in print here. 

The Danbury, Conn., News-Times for 
November 9, 1954, reports the appoint¬ 
ment of nuclear physicist Robert B. Bliz- 
ard by the New England Institute for 
Medical Research in Ridgefield. Bob 
comes to N.E.I.M.R. from the University 
of Connecticut where he left the post of 
lecturer. John Bryant has joined the Field 
Engineering Division, Hughes Research 
and Development, Culver City, Calif. He 
comes to Hughes from the U. S. Navy. 
The face of Pete Cambourelis smiled upon 
the world from the Bridgeport, Conn., 
Post of Feb. 1, 1955. Pete, now a sales 
engineer with Rem-Cru Titanium, of 
Midland, Pa., was in Bridgeport to speak 
to the Young Men’s Industrial Forum on 
“Titanium.” Before his work with Rem- 
Cru, Pete worked for American Brass as 
a liaison representative with the National 
Production Authority in Washington. He 


has been with Rem-Cru since 1952. 

The Hampshire Gazette, Northampton, 
Mass., and the Union, Springfield, Mass., 
both carried the announcement that 
Charles E. Carver has been awarded his 
Sc.D. in civil engineering from Tech. 
Chuck received his M.S. at Tech and 
previous to receiving his doctorate was 
instructing in civil engineering at the Uni¬ 
versity of Massachusetts. From Tech, 
Chuck, his wife Florence, and their two 
daughters, will be moving on to Baltimore 
where he has accepted the position of 
senior engineer with Glenn L. Martin 
Aircraft Company. 

Dartmouth College sends us word of 
the appointment of Robert W. Decker as 
assistant professor in the Department of 
Geology. Bob received his Sc.D. from the 
Colorado School of Mines and taught at 
the University of Illinois. He brings with 
him to Dartmouth his wife Helen and 
their son Eric. The Manchester, N.H., 
Sunday News of March 6, 1955, carried 
a feature story concerning the work of 
city planner and ’49er Robert G. Emer¬ 
son. The article relates in detail Bob’s 
efforts, as official planner for Manchester, 
to stir up interest and get a realistic mas¬ 
ter plan for the city rolling. Bob stepped 
into his present job last October and is 
waging a vigorous campaign to strengthen 
the authority of the Manchester Planning 
Board. Prior to his job in Manchester he 
worked as a planner in Madison, N.J. 

Tom Hilton is doing psychological re¬ 
search at Harvard for the Ford Founda¬ 
tion and hopes to get his Ph.D. this June. 
Tom is married and has two boys, ages 
four and two. The engagement of 2nd 
Lieutenant Herbert L. Hochberg’50 to 
Audrey Elaine Golden was announced 
last October and is belatedly reported 
here. Herb is due to leave the Army Sig¬ 
nal Corps this May. Before entering the 
army he received his M.B.A. from Har¬ 
vard Business School. The marriage is 
planned for this June. Our only clue to 
the whereabouts of Chuck Holmes was 
his reply to last year’s reunion mailings 
which arrived from Pepsi Cola’s New 
York offices. Larry Holt’s current job, we 
learn, is that of New England Sales Man¬ 
ager for the Niagara Blower Company. 
Larry lives in Melrose, Mass., is married 
and has two children. 

John Horton has joined the Virginia- 
Carolina Chemical Corporation and 
moved into a new house in Richmond. 
He will be working as a senior develop¬ 
ment engineer. In response to reunion 
mailings John reported that he has a Sc.D. 
degree and is married. Frank Hulswit is 
currently working with Arthur D. Little, 
Inc., in Cambridge, Mass., as a case leader 
in the operations research group. Frank 
is married and has two children. Bud 
Jones continues to keep busy as an ad¬ 
ministrative officer at Tech’s Center for 
International Studies. A1 Kenrick is cur¬ 
rently at Harvard Business School work¬ 
ing on his M.B.A. A1 spent three years in 
the Signal Corps before going to Harvard. 
He is married and has one child. 

Kermit Lambert is currently working 
as a product engineer in the Electrolytic 
Division of the Sprague Electric Company 
in North Adams, Mass. Kermit wrote last 
spring that he has three children with a 
fourth on the way. With golf and a good 
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trout stream nearby it sounds like the 
Berkshires must be a pretty nice place to 
raise a family. Sergeant A. Scheffer Lang 
reported from Fort Eustis, Va., last spring 
that he’s serving as an instructor in rail¬ 
way engineering at the Army’s Transpor¬ 
tation School. He hopes to be out this 
spring. Scheffer brings a lot of experience 
to his job, having worked for four years 
with the Denver, Rio Grande, and West¬ 
ern Railway before going on active duty. 

The January, 1955, issue of Metronome 
announced with some fanfare a series of 
articles on high fidelity by Henry Lang. 
The article emphasized Henry’s M.I.T. 
training in acoustics but also stressed that 
the forthcoming articles would discuss 
how to listen to high fidelity as a mu¬ 
sician rather than an engineer. Sounds 
interesting. The Rochester, N.Y., Demo¬ 
crat and Chronicle for December 10, 1954 
carries a story about ’49er Andrew T. 
Lemmens. Andy came away with the top 
prize of $250 in a contest sponsored by 
the A.S.M.E. for the design of a new 
symbol to be used by the society in its 
75th anniversary celebration this year. 
Andy’s design combined a representation 
of the intersecting orbits of the atom 
(traditional symbol for nuclear power) 
with a representation of the thermody¬ 
namic cycle. He is currently working as 
a design engineer for the Gleason Works 
in Rochester. Before coming to Rochester 
Andy worked with R.C.A. in Haddon- 
field, N.J. 

Joe Lynch is continuing his work with 
the Arnold Copeland Company in Bos¬ 
ton. Joe is now controller and purchasing 
agent. He is married, lives in Milton, 
Mass., and has two children. Stan Mar¬ 
golin, an active member of last year’s 
reunion committee, is currently working 
with Arthur D. Little as a chemical engi¬ 
neer. Stan is married and has one child. 
John Marvin was married last year to 
Gretchen Elliot in Providence, R.I. John’s 
interest in sailing apparently hasn’t 
slacked off since his days at Tech. The 
wedding story in the Providence Journal 
reported his affiliation with the Eastern 
Yacht Club of Marblehead, Mass. 

It is with regret that we report the 
death of Francis B. Maxwell on October 
21, 1953. Max came to Tech from Shen- 
field, Essex, England, and the news of 
his death came to us from his father there. 

Many of the items reported in this 
month’s column may have been obsoleted 
by the passage of time since their receipt 
so let us know of any errors. Remember, 
your old school buddies are always in¬ 
terested to hear about what trouble you’ve 
gotten into lately so don’t be bashful, let 
them know the facts. We’re also supposed 
to maintain an up to date list of addresses 
so if you want to get in touch with any¬ 
one in particular, we’d be glad to try and 
track them down for you.— O. Summers 
Hagerman, Jr., Secretary, Technical 
Marketing Associates, Concord, Mass. 

• 1950 • 

News from the churches ringing out 
wedding bells continues to comprise a 
good section of the class news. Henry 
Butler and Joan Ann Edinger said “I do” 
at St. Bridget’s Church in Watervliet, 
N.Y., last February. After a wedding trip 
to Canada, they settled down in Idlewild 
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Park. Both Henry and Joan are employed 
by the Allegheny-Ludlum Steel Corpora¬ 
tion. At a candlelight service in the Ja¬ 
maica Plain Lutheran Church in Boston, 
Elsa Adgers of Philadelphia and Armand 
Brachman of Wilmington, Del., were 
married last December 26. He received 
his Ph.D. in chemistry from the Institute 
in 1953. They are making their home in 
Wilmington, Del. Gordon Alan Evans and 
Carolyn Kreen were also December 
newlyweds. They were married in the 
United Church on the Green in Bridge¬ 
port, Conn. Gordon graduated from Cor¬ 
nell Law School after Tech and is now a 
member of the Connecticut State Bar As¬ 
sociation. The First Parish Universalist- 
Unitarian Church in Swampscott, Mass., 
was the site of the marriage of Mary 
Moise Kenyon of Worcester, and Louis 
Lehmann of Swampscott in February. 
After a wedding trip to the Laurentian 
Mountains in Canada, they set up their 
home in Marblehead, Mass. Louis is em¬ 
ployed as a chief electrical engineer for 
General Electric Company in East Bos¬ 
ton. The marriage of Linn Wittmer and 
Grant MacDonald took place in February 
at the Church of the Transfiguration, the 
famous “Little Church Around the Cor¬ 
ner” in New York City. Grant spent three 
years with the United States Army Ord¬ 
nance in Germany and since coming back, 
has been working with the American 
Brake Shoe Company at their research 
laboratory at Mahwah, N.J. 

I have a couple of March babies to re¬ 
port about. Sterling Crant Brisbin, Jr., 
arrived on March 28, 1955, to brighten up 
the Brisbin household down in Stamford, 
Conn. And Sir Stork brought Neal Law¬ 
rence to the Berger household in Sharon, 
Mass., on March 24. That makes the sec¬ 
ond one for Paul. Marc is now about 
three and one-half years old. Paid is still 
with Fay Spofford and Thorndike, doing 
work on special Anti-Aircraft Sites in 
New England for the Corps of Engineers. 
Harold Estill is now working at the 
Aviation Gas Turbine Division of the 
Westinghouse Electric Corporation in 
Philadelphia, Pa. Ozzie Kincannon is now 
in New Orleans, La., with the Hercules 
Powder Company. Bill Nichols is studying 
at California Institute of Technology and 
he has been selected by the National Sci¬ 
ence Foundation, Washington, to receive 
a pre-doctoral fellowship in the natural 
sciences for the 1955-1956 academic 
year. Don Rose is now a member of the 
technical staff of the Field Engineering 
Department, Hughes Aircraft Company, 
Culver City, California. News from the 
Army front shows three out and two in. 
Ray Eger has been discharged after four 
years in the Air Force. Bob Randall is 
back in civvies again after a stay at the 
White Sands Proving Grounds in New 
Mexico. And Cliff Abrahamson now has 
Mr. in front of his name instead of lieu¬ 
tenant. Private Jim Broderick joined the 
ranks down at the Army Chemical Center 
in Maryland and Lieutenant Francis 
Fleming, Jr., is stationed in California. 

The reunion plans are progressing very 
satisfactorily. All the pertinent informa¬ 
tion can be found in the latest publicity 
releases. An early tabulation in April 
shows that close to 200 people will be 
enjoying the weekend of June 11-12 at 


the Treadway Inn at Coonamessett. Eat¬ 
ing, drinking and being merry will be the 
order of the day. Be seeing you all at 
Coonamessett. I’ll be helping to serve the 
“Welcome Drink.” — John T. Weaver, 
Secretary, 24 Notre Dame Road, Bedford, 
Mass. 

. 1951 . 

Many of you have written to me at dif¬ 
ferent intervals telling me that this class 
notes section does serve a good function. 
So — having reached agreement on that 
point, drop your Secretary a line or two. 

From south of the border, Marc Aelion 
sends us a note: “Shortly before the end 
of 1954, I moved back to Sao Paulo, Bra¬ 
zil, and joined Laborterapica, a pharma¬ 
ceutical firm associated with the Bristol 
Laboratories in the U.S. While at Tech 
I had a question as to how chem engi¬ 
neers fitted into the pharmaceutical field 
— now I know there is no end to area op¬ 
portunities — from the design of minia¬ 
ture distillation columns to packaging of 
shaving cream and toothpaste. On the 
lighter side of life, we had a very exciting 
carnival week here. Carnival week in 
Brazil starts on Saturday and ends on 
Tuesday night officially. All work comes 
to a standstill and the only worries are 
which Carnival Party to attend. The four 
days seem to be full of parties. I see Wer¬ 
ner Kahn’52 occasionally. He is a lubri¬ 
cation engineer with Gulf in Rio de 
Janeiro.” Marc would like to contact 
Pablo Epstein. Does anyone know where 
Pablo is at the present? Marc can be 
reached at Avenida Nove de Julho, 1289, 
Apt. 41, Sao Paulo. 

Shifting the scene to New England, we 
have a bit of news from Sam Rubinovitz. 
“Russ Oshann with wife and son are back 
from the Mid-west to the old homestead 
in Ameshuny and work with C.B.S. Hy- 
tron. Nate Liebenson has said adieu to 
the Army and is now with Monsanto in 
Springfield, still unmarried. Dave Caplan 
is still happy at Burroughs outside of 
Philadelphia. As for myself, I completed 
two years in the Air Force in July, 1954, 
and then joined the Transistor Products 
Company in Waltham. I am now assistant 
to the Sales Director. My work is inter¬ 
esting and challenging.” Thank you, Marc 
and Sam, and good-luck to you. Mike 
Kesler has joined the Gaseous Combustion 
Group of the Atlantic Research Corpora¬ 
tion, located in Alexandria, Va. Mike will 
be engaged in fundamental research in 
combustion studies, flame stabilization 
and the effects of turbulence on flames. 

A word or two about Alumni Day. I 
hope many of you were able to get back 
to Tech. Four years have rolled by since 
we set out in various directions. Seems 
like only yesterday we were running 
function, planning for Field Day, and 
so on. I had better stop here. We will 
save a Review and talk about life in gen¬ 
eral for our first fifth year Reunion which 
will take place in one year. I assure you 
that your Secretary will employ his most 
conscientious efforts to get the largest 
turn-out ever of ’51ers for our reunion. 
More news will be coming in subsequent 
issues of The Review. We will need much 
assistance. — Stanley Marcewicz, Secre¬ 
tary, c/o The Lorraine, Route 2, High¬ 
land, N.Y. 
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ALUMNI DAY at M. I. T. 
Monday, June 13, 1955 


Uses and Economics of 

The Peaceful Atom 

Morning Conference in new Kresge Auditorium 

DR. JOHN YON NEUMANN, COMMISSIONER, ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION 

Impact on the Physical and Chemical Sciences 

DR. SHIELDS WARREN, PROFESSOR OF PATHOLOGY AT NEW ENGLAND 
DEACONESS HOSPITAL AND FORMER DIRECTOR OF THE DIVISION OF 
BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE, ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION 

Impact on the Life Sciences 


DR. T. KEITH GLENNAN, PRESIDENT OF CASE INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 
AND FORMER COMMISSIONER, ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION 

Impact on onr Economy and Way of Life 


MODERATOR: DR. EDWARD L. COCHRANE ’20, VICE-PRESIDENT FOR INDUSTRIAL 
AND GOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS, M.I.T. 


Luncheon in Du Pont Court 

DR. JAMES R. KILLIAN, JR., ’26, reports on M.I.T.’s changing aspect as educational 
and research institutions enter the “reactor age.” 

Luncheon with classmates and friends and their families in Du Pont Court. 


Annual Alumni Banquet: 

SPEAKER: ARTHUR S. FLEMMING, DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE OF DEFENSE 
MOBILIZATION 


Annual Ladies Banquet: 

SPEAKER: HER ROYAL HIGHNESS, PRINCESS ILEANA 
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IMPROVED 


CORD 


NOW is easier to handle than ever before ... 

because of the great increase in its flexibility 

NOW is able to remain pliable in even colder weather... 

because of its improved flexibility at low temperatures 

NOW is extra tough and smooth ... 

because of its improved Selenium Neoprene Armor 
compound that is cured in lead 

This increases TIREX’s resistance to snagging and 
tearing on sharp corners even more. 


For detailed information as to how the 
NEW, IMPROVED TIREX CORD can save 
time and effort for you, and cut down your maintenance 
costs, write to the address below for Folder 1022. 


SIMPLEX WIRE & CABLE CO. 

79 Sidney Street, Cambridge 39, Mass. 






View of the Combined pianist it 

GENERAL BADIO COMP/ N 

CAMBRIDGE & CONCORD MASS, IS 
Since 1913 — Menu fac hirers of Elec 
Apparatus for Science and Indus 


ADJUSTABLE TftANSFOKMEftS 

AIR CAPACITORS * AMPLIFIERS 

AMPLIFIER AND NULL OETECTORS 

ATTENUATORS 

AUDIO FREQUENCY METERS 

BEATFPEQUENCY OSCILLATORS 

BINDING POSTS AND ASSEMBLIES 

BOLOMETER BRIOGES 

BRIDGE TRANSFORMERS 

BROADCAST FREQUENCY MONITORS 

CAPACITANCE BRIDGES 

CAPACITORS 

COAXIAL CONNECTORS 

COUNTING-RATE METERS 

CRYSTAL GALVANOMETERS 

DECADE VOLTAGE DIVIDERS 

DIALS £ DIRECT CURRENT AMPLIFIERS 

DISTORTION AND NOISE METERS 

P M MONITORS £ FILTERS 

FREQUENCY DEVIATION MONITORS 

FREQUENCY MEASURING EQUIPMENT 

FREQUENCY STANDARDS 

HETERODYNE FREQUENCY METERS 

IMPEDANCE BRIOGES 

INDUCTANCE BRIOGES 

HDUCTORS £ KNOBS 

MAGNETIC TEST SETS 

MEGOHMMCTERS 

MODULATION MONITORS 

OSCILLATORS £ OUTPUT METERS 

PARTS AND ACCESSORIES 

PIUGS AND JACKS 

POlARISCOPES £ RESISTORS 

SHIELDED CONDUCTORS 

SLOTTED LINES 

SOUND ANALYZERS 

SOUND-LEVEL METERS 

STANDARD-SIGNAL GENERATORS 

STROBOSCOPES £ SWITCHES 

TELEVISION FREQUENCY MONITORS 

TUNING-FORK OSCILLATORS 

VACUUM-TUBE VOLTMETERS 

VARIACS £ VIBRATION ANALYZERS 

VIBRATION METERS 

WAVE ANALYZERS £ WAVEMETERS 


General Radio Company was organized forty years 
ago this month. As companies go, 40 years is not a 
long time; yet, in the highly specialized type of design 
and manufacture in which it is engaged, G-R is the 
only company of its kind which has been in business 
for forty years! 

General Radio Company’s list of “firsts”, both in 
1915 and in 1955, is a notable one. Included in the 
electronic apparatus first introduced by G-R are these 
essential instruments: 

FIRST Precision Capacitor 
FIRST Beat-Frequency Oscillator 
FIRST R-C Oscillator 
FIRST Standard-Signal Generator 
FIRST Harmonic Frequency Standard 
FIRST Continuously-Adjustable 

Autotransformer . . . the VAR!AC® 
FIRST Electronic Stroboscope 
FIRST Universal Impedance Bridge 
FIRST U-H-F Admittance Meter 
FIRST Peak-Responding VTVM 
FIRST Frequency-Deviation Monitor 
FIRST Heterodyne Wave Analyzer 
FIRST R-C Degenerative Wave Analyzer 
FIRST In a continually-developing line of 

highest-quality precision instrumentation 
Many more "firsts” are in our laboratories now. 


G-R apparatus is used throughout the 
world in the leading industrial, scientific, 
college and military laboratories and or¬ 
ganizations. 

G-R has pioneered these forty years in 
making available, at reasonable cost, in¬ 
struments of the highest quality obtainable 
ANYWHERE. 

The G-R line numbers hundreds of dif¬ 
ferent instruments ... a larger and more 
diversified line than that of any company 
in the world. Since the end of World War 
II, more than 150 major new items have 
been developed and made available. 

In electronic instrumentation where top 
quality, highest accuracy and greatest de¬ 
pendability are desired, continue to look 
to G-R as have thousands and thousands 
of engineers since 1915! 

GENERAL RADIO Company 

275 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge 39, Mass., U.S.A. 


NEW YORK 6 
CHICAGO 5 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 
LOS ANGELES 38 
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